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Living on Aquidneck Island almost guarantees that each person has a personal 

connection with our natural resources, whether it is enjoying a walk on the 

coastline, days at the beach with family or a multitude of ocean activities with your 

friends. Our coastal cleanup program is to make sure these activities can occur on 

a beautiful shoreline of a healthy ocean for future generations. 

 

With 3,800 volunteers we just finished our 104th coastal cleanups in locations 

across Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown and Little Compton and 

removed over 53,000 pounds of marine debris from the shoreline since September 

of 2006. 

 

Although removing this much trash from the shoreline has possibly improved ocean 

health and had a noticeable positive contribution to beautifying our coastline, the 

biggest accomplishment of the program is the abundance of friendships and 

building momentum of positive energy within the entire community. 

 

When people get outside, connect with nature and meet other people that care 

deeply about the coastline; that is when we start to talk openly and easily about 

the issues facing our island and realize that making the right decisions for the 

environment is within our reach and something we can achieve. 

 

Check out this report to see how Clean Ocean Access is improving ocean health and 

building community one coastal cleanup at a time. You might even see a picture of 

yourself!                        Malama pono  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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2006-2013 High Level Results 
 

Clean Ocean Access continues with our coastal cleanup program into 2014 with clearly defined short and 

long term goals into the years to come for Aquidneck Island. Here are our high level results and a complete 

detailed report for 2006 thru 2013. (Note: The report will be updated with detailed analysis of the type of 

trash collected and debris flux metrics later in 2014 and a complete update in January 2015). 

Key Metrics for 2006 thru 2013 

Events 82 

Marine debris removed (pounds) 48209 

Coastline covered (miles) 99 

Cleanup Volunteer (hours) 5903 

Administrative Volunteer (hours) 2960 
Table 1.0 High Level Results 

 
Figure 1.0: 2006-2013 Events per year. 

 
Figure 2.0: 2006-2013 Marine debris removed (pounds) per year. 
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Figure 3.0: 2006-2013 Coastline covered (miles) per year. 

 

 
Figure 4.0: 2006-2013 Cleanup Volunteer (hours) per year. 

 

 
Figure 5.0: 2006-2013 Administrative Volunteer (hours) per year. 
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2006-2013 Coastal Cleanup details 

September 16th 2006 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach 

Date September 16th 2006 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 800 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 53 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Our 1st cleanup event wasn’t part of our strategy. However, one of the founders who helped to form 

COA during the summer of 2006, his father used to host the International Coastal Cleanup at 2nd beach 

(Middletown, Rhode Island) for nearly 2 decades. The Audubon Society of Rhode Island hosts the ICC 

event in Rhode Island and they needed a team to lead the efforts at 1st beach so we were contacted 

and asked to help.  Clean Ocean Access saw this as a great opportunity to take good care of the 

environment and bring the community together and possibly meet more like-minded folks. So, the 

team worked together, hosted the event, over 50 people showed up and we filled one truck with trash 

of all kinds including numerous lobster pots and fishing gear. During the cleanup we contacted the 

Beach management and they allowed us to put the trash into the dumpster and the owner of the 

restaurant on the beach gave us free hot dogs and a case of water! This was a great one-time event, 

little did we know it was the start of something much bigger! 
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November 18th 2006 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach and Cliff Walk 

Date November 18th 2006 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1000 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 4.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 47 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

During October we launched our water testing program and people wanted to get involved with more 

activities so we decided to host another beach cleanup in November. This time we assembled the team 

at 1st beach and sent teams out on the Cliff Walk as we all had seen lots of trash along the cliff walk 

while walking or surfing.  Our friends at Surf Rider joined us and we collected a fair amount of trash 

along the beach which was surprising as the amount of people using the beach drops off steadily after 

Labor Day. We found a huge amount of fishing gear draped across the shores of the cliffs and managed 

to remove a fair amount of it. In total we collected two full trucks of trash and numerous lobster pots.  

This was a great event as we brought more people together and afterwards it became clear that the 

problem of marine debris was real, right in our backyard. Now we really had a clear understanding of 

how we picked our name Clean (clean beaches and health) Ocean (water quality and health) and Access 

(access to the shoreline). The only question asked was “when is the next beach cleanup?” 
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December 2nd 2006 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 2nd 2006 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1200 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 43 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Hull Cove is one of those locations that most people don’t know about and some surfers would prefer 

that no one knows about. But Clean Ocean Access developed a philosophy that taking good care of the 

environment means doing just that, we knew how much trash is littered on this small rocky beach so 

we decided to clean it and the weather was great along with a solid turnout.  Our friends from Surf 

Rider joined us for the Cleanup and teams ventured across the rocky beach, into the brush above the 

high tide water line and out onto the rocky shoreline and sure enough we removed 13 bags of trash, 10 

lobster pots, 2 syringes, 1 tire, a boat and 2 quarts of oil, just to name a few things.  This was a great 

event and by this time our water quality program had identified that bacteria levels were actually 

increasing as the water temperature dropped (it was also likely related to weather events) but both of 

these factors increased our momentum for Clean Ocean Access to continue into the next year and so 

we decided to travel east for our next cleanup. 
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January 20th 2007 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date January 20th 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 920 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 33 

Pictures 

  

Summary 
 

The trip to Little Compton at the start of 2007 was energized by the curiosity from the prior cleanups, 

a desire to take good care of our extended neighborhood across the river and also the interest and 

awareness that the high school students from Little Compton attended school in Portsmouth and they 

had expressed interest that we come over to LC to run a beach cleanup.  As it turns out 33 members of 

the community including 11 students from Portsmouth High School, several residents of Little 

Compton, Tiverton, Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth gathered over 12 contractor bags of trash 

including a large fishing net, shoes, clothes, 11 lobster pots, balloons and strings, cans, bottles and all 

sorts of plastic pieces.  This was our first “really cold” beach cleanup with air temperature around 30F 

and NW winds approaching 20 knots. Fortunately the activity of walking the coastline and picking up 

marine debris keeps the blood flowing and everyone stayed warm and had a great time. 
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March 31st 2007 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date March 31st 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 2425 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 75 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A beautiful spring day with abundant sunshine and a fantastic turnout!  Over 75 people from the 

community including students from Portsmouth High School, Salve Regina University, residents of 

Swansea, Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth gathered over 50 contractor bags of trash including 

a large carpet, anchors, buoys, brushes, metal, lobster pots, cans, all sort of bottles and old pipes.  We 

are not sure if this coastline was ever cleaned before to this extent. The type of debris found illustrated 

to us that our beaches and shoreline requires constant attention. So, we planned another cleanup. 
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September 15th 2007 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach and Sachuest Point 

Date September 15th 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 640 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 30 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
On a wet Saturday afternoon 30 people got together for the International Coastal Cleanup led by Gary 

Paquette and the Rhode Island Geocaching community. Along with numerous volunteers from Clean 

Ocean Access, the various scout troops and school organizations the team removed dozens of bags of 

marine debris, more lobsters, metal poles and large pieces of foam. 
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November 10th 2007 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point and Cliff Walk 

Date November 10th 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 510 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 25 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

After a series of storms we managed to pull together our fall beach cleanup at Marine Beach with a 

focus from Ochre Point past Sheep Point towards Doris Duke Estate.  Over 25 people from the 

community including residents of Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth gathered over 10 contractor 

bags of trash including a tarp, rake, buoys, lobster pots, cans, all sort of bottles and old pipes. This was 

a great event as we had a mix of new people, parents with their kids and volunteers who had been 

helping with the coastal cleanups since the previous fall. A good event for everyone! 
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December 1st 2007 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Jamestown , Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 1st 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 650 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

On a brisk start to December over 20 people from the community including residents of Newport, 

Middletown, North Kingston, Jamestown and Warren gathered over 12 contractor bags of trash 

including a bucket, tire, lobster pot, cans, fishing hooks and all sort of plastic bottles. A year had passed 

since our last cleanup and although we had a smaller turnout we found a similar amount of debris on 

the shoreline. 
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January 12th 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date January 12th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1065 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 37 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Our first cleanup of 2008 was on a beautiful January day where 37 people from the community including 

residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Warren gathered 22 contractor bags of trash 

including a bucket, a pallet, 9 lobster pots and all sort of plastic bottles and glass bottles.  Although we 

had made a significant cleanup effort on this coastline 9 months prior, this time we had  more focus on 

the eastern shoreline as opposed to the northern shoreline. A metric we started to look at was how 

many lobster pots we found at each location after the initial cleanup and finding 9 showed that we did 

in fact cover new ground.  This was a good event in so many ways as we were doing a beach cleanup at 

the recently opened right of way which is also where we were starting to plan water testing. The entire 

mission of Clean Ocean Access and our three core programs can be easily explained at this right of way. 

There was also great surf this day at Tuckerman’s and some of the surfers helped out before and after! 
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February 16th 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date February 16th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1705 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 47 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
47 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and 

Massachusetts gathered over 30 contractor bags of trash including a zippo liter, cone, bed frame, lawn 

chair, 10 feet of PVC pipe, 7 lobster pots and all sort of plastic and glass bottles and too many cigarette 

butts.  This was our first official cleanup at Sachuest Beach and the common report from most people 

was that if we had more time we would find more stuff. The prior event in September 2007 focused on 

the eastern shore with poor weather, whereas on this day we had great weather a fully committed 

group of volunteers.  This was one of those events where the words “fun”, “easy” and “impactful” 

started to brew as the core values of the organization. People had fun this day and it was definitely 

impactful. It was probably easy to remove most of the trash (with some hard work) but the hardest part 

was realizing that this problem of debris on the shoreline was real and wasn’t going away any time 

soon. 
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March 29th 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ledge Road to Bailey's Beach 

Date March 29th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1080 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 miles 

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

During our events in 2007 we ventured across the entire cliff walk but knew that we had barely made 

a dent in the total volume of debris littered across the shoreline. So for this event we focused on the 

last section of the cliff walk from Ledge Road to Bailey’s Beach.  Blessed with great weather and 

energetic volunteers, 24 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, 

Portsmouth, Warren and Massachusetts gathered 14 contractor bags of trash including diving poles, 

vacuum hoses, fishing hooks and 28 lobster pots and the usual assortment of plastic and bottles. At one 

point during the cleanup nearly every person was dragging a lobster pot down the path back to Bailey’s 

Beach! The city of Newport helped to remove the trash and the lobster pots. 
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April 26th 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date April 26th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 690 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 41 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
On a sunny but windy day 41 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, 

Portsmouth and Massachusetts gathered 14 contractor bags of trash including plastic poles, tools, 

clothing, bedding , too many straws, countless pieces of plastic and the normal abundance of plastic 

bottles and cans along the rocky shoreline.  During this event we had a great turnout of families with 

kids as well as seasoned veterans from previous cleanups. All in all everyone had good time and we did 

a great job of preparing the beach and close proximity cliff walk area for the upcoming summer season. 
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May 24th 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point and Cliff Walk 

Date May 24th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 610 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 3.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 34 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

In April of 2008 the formal adoption of Ochre Point (Ruggles Avenue) was complete and COA kicked it 

up a notch with a complete cleanup of the entire cliff walk. The prior months featured extensive work 

at the start of the cliff walk as well as the finish so this cleanup covered the entire region with main 

focus from 40 steps to Sheep Point.  34 people from the community including residents of Newport, 

Middletown, Portsmouth (11 students from Portsmouth High School!) and Massachusetts gathered 11 

contractor bags of trash including 8 lobster pots, sheets of wood and too many cigarette butts along 

the shoreline from Memorial Boulevard to Bailey’s Beach.  This was a great experience on a beautiful 

day! 
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September 20th 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 20th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 830 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 72 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The International Coastal Cleanup on the 3rd Saturday of September became the “start of the COA 

season” and people from Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Warren, South Kingston and Braintree, 

Massachusetts gathered 18 contractor bags of trash including plastic tubing, 10 inch steel pipes, radio 

speakers, shotgun shells and way too many plastic straws and cigarette butts.  This was our 4th time 

performing a coastal cleanup at Easton’s Beach since 2006 and significant amounts of debris were 

removed from the shoreline. This was eye opening experience to say the least and realizing the 

abundance of debris may not have been clear to everyone, but we realized the problem was real. 
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October 18th 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Point 

Date October 18th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 240 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A great effort by a small group of folks on a day of very bad weather! Temperatures in the low 40’s and 

a strong NE wind and we still had a team of 8 die-hard volunteers come out and remove 5 large 

contractor bags of trash across the Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge. The folks at the visitor 

center were thrilled!  No pictures for this event, but Marty, Bernie, Sue, Fred and his family along with 

Tanya and 2 students from Portsmouth High School are certain to remember this event quite well.  We 

learned at this event of the “pack your trash” approach used at National parks. In general it seems to 

work, but there still is a need for the community get actively involved in taking care of our parks. 
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November 22nd 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date November 22nd 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 330 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 22 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
November came quickly after our last event and we returned to Easton’s Point and 22 people from the 

community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Warren gathered 8 

contractor bags along the shoreline From Elephant Rock to the Esplanade.   This was our 3rd cleanup in 

this area since 2006 and it was dramatically obvious that our efforts were making a difference. The prior 

cleanups removed 2425 pounds followed by 1065 pounds and then 330 pounds of debris during this 

event. The prior cleanups we found 15 lobster pots followed by 9 lobster pots and this event we found 

none.  This coastline is quite rocky and is rarely used in a relative sense to beaches nearby. If we had 

removed 1065 pounds of trash on January 12th 2008 and 11 months later found 330 pounds of trash, 

where was it coming from? We started to use the phrase “ocean trash” with the idea being that this 

trash was just washing ashore, a sign that the ocean wanted to worked with us, she would put our trash 

on the coastline and we would remove it forever. 
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December 6th 2008 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 6th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 610 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

The annual tradition continued without fail and 19 people from the community including residents of 

Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown, Little Compton and Massachusetts gathered 14 

contractor bags of trash including way too much fishing line, bottles and a Truck bed-liner along the 

Hull Cove Shoreline.  The truck-bed liner was an interesting item. There is no way it was deposited on 

the shoreline by a truck because the access path is barely available for 2 people. We came to the 

conclusion that the item likely was blown off a truck while it crossed the Newport Bridge. 

 

 



Clean Ocean Access                                  Improving ocean health and building community one cleanup at a time 

 

 
25 

January 10th 2009 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location 3rd Beach 

Date January 10th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 365 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 37 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
This was our first time hosting an event at 3rd beach in Middletown, Rhode Island. 37 people from the 

community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown, Little Compton and 

Tiverton gathered 15 contractor bags of trash including way too much fishing line, plastic bottles, 

hundreds of beer cans and a dead fox along the Third Beach Coastline.  Our initial game plan was to 

cover the beach area and the dune area but the volunteers spread out and covered the coastline out 

towards Sachuest Point and also back on the roadways. This was a great event to start off the 2009 

coastal cleanup season! 
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February 21st 2009 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date February 21st 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 460 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 28 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
South Shore Beach has the impression that it is spotless when you arrive at the location. It is rocky 

compared to other beaches and the expansive coastline looks pristine. Nevertheless, we prove 

ourselves wrong every time and found a bunch of marine debris.  28 people from the community 

including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Little Compton and Portsmouth High School 

gathered 11 contractor bags of trash including fishing line, plastic bottles, baby food bottles, steel poles 

and all sorts of balloons. The events in Little Compton really shows how like-minded people care about 

the environment as this location isn’t just down the street, it is quite the journey. A good effort and 

solid results! 
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March 28th 2009 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ledge Road to Bailey’s Beach 

Date March 28th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 635 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 miles 

Attendance (people) 54 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

This was our 2nd time cleaning this coastline and 54 people from the community including residents of 

Warren, Little Compton, Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, East Bay Communication Action Group 

and Portsmouth High School gathered 24 contractor bags of trash including 7 lobster pots, plenty of 

plastic, shoes, balloons strings, blue foam and too much fishing line.  It was clearly noticeable this year 

as opposed to in 2008 was the significantly smaller amount of lobster pots (7 as opposed to 28) found 

along the rocky coast line. A great group of people spanning many generations came together to take 

good care of the cliff walk. Nice work! 
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May 16th 2009 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point, Cliff Walk 

Date May 16th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 120 pounds (approximate)  

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

As summer approached at full steam, the group made a final effort to beautify the cliff walk and the 

public rights of way (Ochre Point and Easton’s Point). What was clearly evident is that less marine debris 

was present from years past but the team managed to find over 200 pounds of trash.  27 people from 

the community including residents of Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth High School gathered 5 

contractor bags of trash including 2 lobster pots, graduation balloons, milk bottles, and shoes and 

fishing gear. This was one of those events where we had small teams in several places and we covered 

a good stretch of coastline. 
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May 16th 2009 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Point area 

Date May 16th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 90 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

As summer approached at full steam, the group made a final effort to beautify the cliff walk and the 

public rights of way (Ochre Point and Easton’s Point). What was clearly evident is that less marine debris 

was present from years past but the team managed to find over 200 pounds of trash.  27 people from 

the community including residents of Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth High School gathered 5 

contractor bags of trash including 2 lobster pots, graduation balloons, milk bottles, and shoes and 

fishing gear. This was one of those events where we had small teams in several places and we covered 

a good stretch of coastline. 
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September 19th 2009 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach and Cliff Walk 

Date September 19th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 650 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 82 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

This effort was part of the International Coastal Cleanup and has become a traditional event to start 

the season for Clean Ocean Access. It is great to see so many new (and old) faces coming out to take 

good care of the coastline.  82 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, 

Portsmouth, Jamestown and Warren, gathered over 650 pounds of trash in 28 contractor bags including 

lobsters pots, a mattress, and way too many cigarette butts. Sheldon and Sandra showed up and it was 

great to see him hauling a bag of trash back on his shoulder, good job! 
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October 17th 2009 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date October 17th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 150 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 3.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 34 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

34 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Providence 

and Lincoln including about 15 students from Portsmouth High School, 5 students from Providence 

College and a few volunteers from Bank of America collected 150 pounds of trash within 4 loaded trash 

bags with primarily broken-metal lobster pots, plastic bottles and aluminum cans as well as some odd 

pieces of metal. 
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December 5th 2009 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 5th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 600 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 31 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

On a cold, wet, windy December day we had a great turnout, for quite a few people it was their first 

time to Hull Cove. Many thanks to the dedicated troops that came out to clean this precious part of the 

coastline.  31 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, 

Jamestown and Little Compton with great turnout from Salve Regina University Environmental Club 

and Portsmouth High School collected 17 contractor bags of trash including 1 syringe, several lobster 

pots, way too much Styrofoam, plastic bottles, a purple glove, bags of fishing bait, fishing gear, shoes 

and slippers along with straws and food wrappers along the coastline. 
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January 9th 2010 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors lane 

Date January 9th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 860 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A Cold January with gusty NW winds and brilliant sunshine allowed Clean Ocean Access to have a great 

1st time cleanup at Taylors Lane, picking up the typical stuff we find at 1st cleanups. Excellent turnout 

from veteran members, new members and we met some of residents!  24 people from the community 

including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Little Compton with great turnout from 

Portsmouth High School collected 18 contractor bags of trash including 1 steel pipe, 1 buoy, 1 chair, 2 

tires, 8 lobster pots and over 100 shoes, along with all sorts of plastic bottles, old tin cans, fishing line 

and helium balloons without the helium 
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February 13th 2010 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date February 13th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 610 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 33 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

33 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Little 

Compton with great turnout from Portsmouth High School collected 16 contractor bags of trash 

including many small bags of trash, way too many beer bottles along the side of the road and plenty of 

ocean-based trash. This was impressive considering there was 6 inches of snow on the ground! 
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March 23rd 2010 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date March 23rd 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 475 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 40 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

40 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Little 

Compton with great turnout from the NESURF group picked up another round of primarily ocean based 

trash along a very Important piece of coastline accessed via our adopted Right of Way Y-1. 
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April 17th 2010 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date April 17th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 250 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
24 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Little 

Compton with great turnout from Portsmouth High School collected 5 contractor bags of trash. This 

was impressive considering that it was raining all day except during the cleanup! 
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September 25th 2010 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 25th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1000 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 60 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

The International Coastal Cleanup on the 3rd Saturday of September became the “start of the COA 

season” and a team of 60 people removed 1000 pounds of trash. Sheldon showed up! With good 

pictures you can get a sense of what happened without writing a whole story! 
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October 16th 2010 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date October 16th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 150 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

. 

A group of 19 people from Portsmouth High School, Salve Regina University and residents of the city of 

Newport gathered 6 contractor bags (150 pounds) of trash which was predominantly ocean-based 

plastics and fishing gear. This was the 5th cleanup at this location performed by COA since adopting the 

Public Right of Way in 2008. 
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November 12th 2010 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date November 12th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 100 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 3.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 29 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A team of 29 people including 14 students from Salve Regina University and residents of the city of 

Newport, Bristol and Middletown collected 7 contractor bags (100 pounds) of trash which was 

predominantly ocean-based plastics and fishing gear, as well as 8 mangled lobster pots.  This was the 

7th cleanup performed by COA along the Newport cliff walk and part of the bi-annual cleanup for the 

adopted Public Right of Way at Ruggles Avenue which was adopted in the spring of 2008. The 1st cleanup 

at this location was on November 10th 2007 when the group collected 10 contractor bags of trash 

including 12 lobster pots and numerous buoys. 
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December 4th 2010 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 4th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 250 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A group of 19 people including 6 students from Portsmouth High School and residents of Newport, 

Middletown, Jamestown and Bristol collected 12 contractor bags (250 pounds) of trash which was a 

mixture of trash along the pathway and plastic bottles along the coastline along with a substantial 

amount of fishing gear as well as plenty of glass bottles and random pieces of plastic. 
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January 8th 2011 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors Lane 

Date January 8th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 500 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

A group of 13 people including 8 students from Portsmouth High School, 2 boy scouts and residents of 

Newport and Bristol collected over 500 pounds of trash including 7 contractor bags containing over 50 

shoes, fishing gear and variety of plastics including balloons. The major find was large plastic crates, 

more fishing line and 18 mangled lobster pots that were about to break apart into thousands of metal 

and plastic pieces. An excellent effort was put forth by a small but focused team effort hauling all of the 

marine debris across deep snow back to the access point. 
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February 12th 2011 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date February 11th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 0 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 0 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
We are not sure of the exact results but we are certain that event did occur. A multitude of personal 

issues amidst the cleanup captains resulted in various people running the cleanups and as of this 

document we are still working on finding the exact details. 
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April 16th 2011 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date April 16th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 0 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 0 

Pictures

 

Summary 
 

We are not sure of the exact results but we are certain that event did occur. A multitude of personal 

issues amidst the cleanup captains resulted in various people running the cleanups and as of this 

document we are still working on finding the exact details. 
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May 14th 2011 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point and parts of the cliff walk 

Date May 14th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 0 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 0 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
We are not sure of the exact results but we are certain that event did occur. A multitude of personal 

issues amidst the cleanup captains resulted in various people running the cleanups and as of this 

document we are still working on finding the exact details. We hosted this event after the CF walk at 

Brenton Point. 
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September 17th 2011 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 17th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 550 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 70 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The first event in September marks the start of the next season of Clean Ocean Access and is also the 

International Coastal Cleanup.  A team of nearly 70 volunteers removed 18 bags of trash from Easton’s 

Beach, Newport RI as part of the International Coastal Cleanup which is run by the Ocean Conservancy 

and hosted by the Audubon Society of Rhode Island in the Ocean State. 
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October 15th 2011 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Sandy Point 

Date October 15th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 710 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 28 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A team of 28 volunteers with a group from Woodard & Curran and students from Portsmouth high 

school removed 16 bags of trash from Sandy Point Beach, Portsmouth RI including approximately 200 

pounds of toxic tiles. We found out later these contained Asbestos. 
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November 12th 2011 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date November 12th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 240 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 26 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A team of 26 volunteers including residents of Newport and Middletown and students from Portsmouth 

high school removed 8 bags of trash from Sachuest Beach, Middletown RI. 
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December 3rd 2011 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 3rd 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 980 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 32 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A team of 32 volunteers including residents from Jamestown, Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth 

with a strong showing from Portsmouth High school, members of the Salve Regina University 

Environmental Club and students from Thompson Middle school removed 19 bags of trash and 14 

mangled lobster pots from Hull Cove Beach, Jamestown RI. 
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January 14th 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors Lane 

Date January 14th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 495 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 15 

Pictures 

 
Summary 
 

A team of 15 people including 9 students from Portsmouth High School, 3 from Bishop Hendricken, 1 

from Thompson Middle School and residents of Newport collected over 450 pounds of trash including 

7 contractor bags containing dozens of shoes, tremendous amount of fishing gear and variety of 

plastics, including 7 car or truck tires and 8 mangled lobster pots that were about to break apart into 

thousands of metal and plastic pieces. Along the immediate access point a large amount of glass bottles, 

tin cans and Styrofoam cups was extracted from the shrubs, which is really only possible in the off 

season months as it is hidden in the summer. 
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February 11th 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date February 11th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 150 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A team of 13 people including students from Portsmouth High School and Salve Regina University 

collected over 150 pounds of trash including lots of straws, broken plastic beach toys, cigarette butts, 

shoes and lots of bottles and cans within the dunes. 
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March 10th 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Brenton Point State Park 

Date March 10th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 900 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

This was our 1st event Brenton Point! The team cleaned the coastline from Kings Beach Fishing area 

across to Brenton Point and up the coastline including Castle Hill Beach, as well as a significant amount 

of the park area. A group of 42 people including 2 students from Thompson Middle School, 2 students 

from Wheeler School, 5 students from Rogers High School Green Team, 14 students from Portsmouth 

High School and residents from Jamestown, Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Cumberland 

collected over 900 pounds of trash including 19 large contractor bags containing vast amounts of fishing 

gear, foam, insulation, life vests, buckets, plastic bottles and plenty of random plastic pieces including 

7 mangled lobster pots that were about to break apart into thousands of metal and plastic pieces. 
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April 14th 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ledge Road to Bailey's Beach 

Date April 14th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 400 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 miles 

Attendance (people) 30 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A great collection of people including Cub Scouts, COA veterans, students from Cranston high school 

and new people (young and old) came together to clean the end of the cliff walk and the Baileys’ Beach. 

 



Clean Ocean Access                                  Improving ocean health and building community one cleanup at a time 

 

 
53 

May 12th 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date May 12th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 200 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 2.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 60 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Just two days prior to our clean up a good friend passed away while surfing at Marine Avenue Beach. 

We had a good turnout of folks who came out to pay tribute to Shep’s memorial and also helped out 

with taking good care of the environment. Shep was an active part of COA and believed in the mission. 

If you didn’t know Shep, he is the guy standing next to Dave in the February 13th 2010 cleanup. Shep 

continues to ride with each of us in spirit, RIP. 

 

 



Clean Ocean Access                                  Improving ocean health and building community one cleanup at a time 

 

 
54 

September 15th 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 15th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1000 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 110 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Another international coastal cleanup at Easton’s Beach and we had a great turnout of new people and 

COA veterans. Just a whole lot of fun and we did a great job taking good care of our environment. You 

have to wonder sometimes about society as a while, we had been cleaning this area for nearly 6 years 

and we still managed to find 1000 pounds of trash. Onward… 
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October 13th 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date October 13th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1500 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 80 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Paddle out for Joe happened in the afternoon. New people, old people, the old folks. Purgatory was a 

mess. Jon did awesome running the cleanup. Just a great event all around despite the sadness of losing 

Joe. 2012 was a tough year for the wave riding community but in many ways it brought us together. A 

final note, this was the last cleanup using plastic bags. A friend said our pile looked ugly, Dave contacted 

Home Depot in Attleboro, Elizabeth followed up with Middletown and just like that we had a 

partnership for paper bags. (With plastic bags on backup for special occasions). 
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November 3rd 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport and Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location 1st Beach, 2nd Beach, 3rd Beach, Pebble Beach 

Date November 3rd 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1700 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 4.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 193 (46 at 1st beach, 147 at other locations) 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
We performed a Hurricane Sandy aftermath coastal cleanup on Aquidneck Island at Easton’s Beach, 

Newport and Sachuest Beach, Middletown. The cleanup extended into the Cliff Walk, 3rd Beach and 

various access points along the Sakonnet River.  The collection of marine debris included an excessive 

amount of 2.5 inch diameter sewage plastic disks, gun shell casings, mangled lobster pots, tires, a 

television, a compressor, countless plastic pieces and a vast collection of fishing gear. The volume of 

trash was quite staggering considering that on September 15th 2012 the group collected 1000 pounds 

of trash at Easton’s Beach and on October 12th 2012 the group collected 1500 pounds of trash at 

Sachuest Beach. Just imagine how much more trash is in the ocean. 
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November 10th 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date November 10th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1685 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 85 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

After the cleanup the group went to Living Water Surf Shop and celebrated the event with an afternoon 

cookout and also collected relief donations for people impacted by Hurricane Sandy which were driven 

down to Rockaway Beach the following morning. Refreshments for the cleanup were provided by 

Empire Tea & Coffee and food for the cookout was provided by island Sports. There were also a few 

folks that provided some delicious homemade food; a perfect way to end a great day and to keep the 

conversation going! You name it, during a beach cleanup we find everything including more 2.5 inch 

diameter sewage plastic disks. Debris included metal rods, pipes, plastic tubing, garden hose, rope, tire 

tube, door mat, large block of Styrofoam, folding chair, patio table and fishing traps. 
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December 3rd 2012 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 1st 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 3400 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Thanks to Empire Tea for Hot Chocolate and Coffee and lite refreshments! 42 people collected 34 large 

contractor bags of trash weighing over 1400 pounds which included 2 large bags of recyclable bottles 

as well as thousands of broken pieces of random plastic, fishing debris, shoes, large foam, scallop 

dredge equipment, frying pan and more plastic pieces. In addition to the trash collection, nearly 2000 

pounds of pressure treated wood laced with nails and bolts along with numerous lobster pots and steel 

poles. This material was just littered across the beach. Great job to everyone who helped out. We had 

a great crew of new people and old timers! Mother nature should feel a little better. 
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January 12th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors Lane 

Date January 12th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 3500 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 107 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
This event was an amazing example of the partnership of the extended community; like-minded folks 

from many places in Rhode Island and Massachusetts and associated schools all worked together 

towards the common good of improving ocean health.  Coffee and Hot Chocolate were provided by 

Empire Tea & Coffee, along with cleanup supplies from Home Depot. Dozens of car tires, lobster pots, 

enormous amount of fishing line, volumes of foam, plastic and the normal high count of shoes, fishing 

poles, metal poles, buoys and unusual finds such as a pair of ski boots and a printer. Unfortunately, if 

you name it; it is out there in the ocean, but the group worked hard for over 3 hours and made sure 

tons of debris never find their way into the ocean. Special thanks to Mimi in Little Compton for reaching 

out to the all the property owners and allowing for us to access the coastline from their homes. 
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March 9th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach and parts of the Cliff Walk 

Date March 9th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 300 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

A partnership of the extended community; like-minded folks from across the region and students from 

Portsmouth High School, Middletown High School, St. Michael's Country Day School, All Saints 

Academy, Thompson Middle School, the YMCA and Rhody Squash all worked together towards the 

common good of improving ocean health.  Amidst brilliant sunshine, clear blue skies and big surf, we 

found everything. To name a few things, it was composed of 67 bags of dog waste, a shopping cart, 

walkie-talkie set, 211 plastic bags and 143 plastic bottles, 37 pairs of shoes, 116 food wrappers, 9 six-

pack holders, 76 straws, 33 toys and 136 bundles of fishing line, 292 cigarette butts and 4 tires. You 

name it, when effort is put forth towards improving ocean health the group finds everything including 

more 2.5 inch diameter sewage plastic disks. 
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March 9th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach and surrounding shoreline 

Date March 9th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 750 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 105 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A partnership of the extended community; like-minded folks from across the region and students from 

Portsmouth High School, Middletown High School, St. Michael's Country Day School, All Saints 

Academy, Thompson Middle School, the YMCA and Rhody Squash all worked together towards the 

common good of improving ocean health.  Amidst brilliant sunshine, clear blue skies and big surf, we 

found everything. To name a few things, it was composed of 67 bags of dog waste, a shopping cart, 

walkie-talkie set, 211 plastic bags and 143 plastic bottles, 37 pairs of shoes, 116 food wrappers, 9 six-

pack holders, 76 straws, 33 toys and 136 bundles of fishing line, 292 cigarette butts and 4 tires. You 

name it, when effort is put forth towards improving ocean health the group finds everything including 

more 2.5 inch diameter sewage plastic disks. 
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March 30th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Near Newport Daily News 

Date March 30th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 60 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 miles 

Attendance (people) 5 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Not everyone was able to make it our coastal cleanup in early March and a family brought to our 

attention the trash collecting along the roadside near the Newport Daily News. With the amazing 

breezes on our island it is just a matter of time before this blows into the ocean. So, armed with a small 

bag of supplies a team of five people made it happen and two hours later we had removed nearly 60 

pounds of debris. 
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April 13th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Brenton Point State park 

Date April 13th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1422 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 133 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The City Of Newport provided wonderful reusable bottles as gifts for everyone participating in Earth 

Day events. Residents from Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown, Warren and folks from 

Massachusetts and Connecticut. Organizations included Bike Newport, Wild Things, Girl Scouts, Salve 

Regina University, All Saints Academy, Saint Michaels Country Day School and Save the Bay. Items of 

interest: 254 plastic bags, 1381 cigarette butts, a 5 foot diameter tire, over 56 bags of poop; asbestos; 

over 100 spray paint cans; golf balls, golf tees; buried rope; fishing pole; 2 rusted sign posts; bolts; Swiss 

army knife; kites, kite string, kite parts & over 16 kite handles; pieces of rusty metal; pieces of rubber; 

glass flute; cement rectangle with metal rod; pen; aspirin wrapper; tissues; balloon ribbons; 12 balls 

(including basketball, volleyball, tennis, plastic); hockey stick; door frame; tin foil; over 56 pieces of 

Styrofoam; over 33 pieces of bulk plastic; a lot of broken glass. 
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April 21st 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Near Wave Avenue and Easton’s Pond 

Date April 21st 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1405 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 miles 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

A COA volunteer brought to our attention a problem, so we conducted a cleanup around the moat area 

of Big Pond along Wave Avenue. Aquidneck Pizza helped with lunch. The vegetation was on its way to 

covering up most of this trash, fortunately we had a chance to fix the problem and make sure none of 

the trash enters into the ocean. This was composed of 300 pounds of construction fiberglass material 

where we found 3 large bundles that were woven into the landscape and falling into the moat. 245 

pounds of typical marine debris were retrieved which included plastic bottles, plastic bags, salt and 

pepper shakers, hundreds of cigarette butts, food wrappings and random small pieces of plastic. We 

also found a 2.5 inch diameter sewage disks, a traffic cone, 20 foot sprinkler system piping, 4 folding 

chairs, 2 deck tables, 1 bike, 5 tires, a fertilizer machine, 3 plastic chairs, 1 lobster pot, wire mesh fencing 

material, plastic crates, house siding material. 
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65 

May 18th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Cliff Walk and surrounding streets 

Date May 18th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 400 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 4.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 61 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 
For this event we decided to clean the cliff walk and also the surrounding streets. A great group of 

people came together and did their part in removing marine debris from the shoreline and also cleaning 

up the roadways before the start of the busy summer season. Home Depot provided paper bags and 

Empire Tea & Coffee provided all the refreshments. 

 



Clean Ocean Access                                  Improving ocean health and building community one cleanup at a time 
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May 25th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Moat and Dunlap Wheeler Park 

Date May 25th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 120 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Building on the event from late April, we put more effort towards the coastline of the Moat on the 

eastern side of the Easton’s Beach, the Moat in Middletown behind the commercial district, along the 

roadway of the Big Pond and the immediate beach area including Atlantic Beach Club. Home Depot 

provided paper bags.  19 people from Channing Church and 7 Clean Ocean Access volunteers 

participated in the event and the team collected over 120 pounds of trash in about 1 hour. Items of 

interest including volumes of plastic, nail and paint-laden wood, cigarette butts, car muffler, shoes, 

Frisbee, and a plastic pig.  Everyone had a really good time and it was a great experience to share with 

the kids and also talk more about coastal water quality and the upcoming summer and fall events. We 

look forward to more opportunities with community groups. 
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May 30th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date May 30th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 165 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 16 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The AFTER5 program was designed to bridge the gap between the end of the 7th year and start of the 

8th year of Clean Ocean Access as historically we do not perform coastal cleanups in the summer 

months. Every Thursday at 5PM we run a beach cleanup at 2nd beach and remove every piece of trash 

in a specific area and document what people are leaving at the beach. The beach staff does such a good 

job cleaning the beach each morning; that no one really knows the impact of our own behavior. The 

following days we put up a sign on the beach explaining what we found. The idea is that by bringing 

attention in a friendly way to the good effort of improving ocean health, people can make better 

decisions.  This is the AFTER5 program and we started it on May 30th 2013. Check out the sign we create 

and post at the beach! 



Clean Ocean Access                                  Improving ocean health and building community one cleanup at a time 
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June 6th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date June 6th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 65 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and the team took a very close look at the beach area at 

Surfers End and also expanded outward to do a wider beach cleanup. Many thanks to the various 

cleanup captains that helped out to make this program happen all summer long. 
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June 13th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date June 13th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 45 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week. It was raining this week so we had to use plastic bags and 

that evening we counted all the trash in the COA storage shed.  The team took a very close look at the 

beach area at Surfers End and also expanded outward to do a wider beach cleanup. Many thanks to the 

various cleanup captains that helped out to make this program happen all summer long. 
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June 20th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date June 20th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 35 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

  
Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week. The team took a very close look at the beach area at Surfers 

End and also expanded outward to do a wider beach cleanup. Many thanks to the various cleanup 

captains that helped out to make this program happen all summer long. 
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June 27th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date June 27th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 52 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week. At this point we had an entire month of experience and a 

regular team of volunteers from Newport, Middletown and the Navy were coming out. It was fun! The 

team took a very close look at the beach area at Surfers End and also expanded outward to do a wider 

beach cleanup. Many thanks to the various cleanup captains that helped out to make this program 

happen all summer long. 
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July 4th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date July 4th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 30 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 3 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and this was probably the first really nice weather event we 

had since the program started which might explain why only three people showed up! It was a good 

event as we talked to the people on the beach as they had questions about the sign. 
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July 11th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date July 11th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 127 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 22 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and this week the weather was lousy again and sure enough 

we had a larger group of people showed up. All good stuff, people like spending time near the shoreline 

and this event showed that people come on out even in foggy conditions.  A key feature we added to 

the program is that we expanded the signage to include a sign in English and also a sign in Spanish. It 

was fun making the Spanish sign and it became a permanent part of the program. 
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July 18th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date July 18th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 67 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 23 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and we had great weather with a good turnout and we 

produced an English and Spanish sign the following day. 
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July 25th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date July 25th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 138 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 9 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and although we don’t have action shots of the actual 

cleanup we do have a copy of the tally sheets and also the signs we put up and a collection of sea glass 

that we found earlier in the day near Ochre Point. 
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July 28th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Shepard Avenue 

Date July 28th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 50 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1 miles 

Attendance (people) 1 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The seawall at Shepard Avenue was being repaired and the garbage can was not accessible to the waste 

management staff however the tourists were able to deposit trash into it. As time went by, it started 

to overflow so we took action and cleaned up the area.  
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August 1st 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 1st 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 45 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 17 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and we started to find beach toys littered on the beach. This 

stuff would break down into tiny plastic pieces in the years to come and it wasn’t exactly clear why 

someone would leave a good shovel or badminton equipment at the beach. Either way, we all had a 

good time and did another AFTER5 cleanup. 
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August 8th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 8th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 39 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and a very nice women walked by and said “I like what you 

are doing and I want to support you” and she gave us this hundred dollar bill. This was pretty cool. She 

wouldn’t tell us her name; that is OK, mother nature knows her name… 
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August 15th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 15th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 85 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 32 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and our friends at Rhody Surf were helping with our signs 

and also energizing the cleanup. Jon and Taylor and Sharon and Elizabeth were great captains all 

summer long. 
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August 22nd 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 22nd 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 126 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and this was the annual Rhody Surf Cleanup so the event 

lasts for two hours and to no surprise we found about twice as much stuff. Lot of people, lots of trash, 

lots of action taking good care of our coastline. 
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August 29th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach 

Date August 29th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 26 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Darcy organized an educational and environmental field trip for the Boys & Girls club and Clean Ocean 

Access, Save The Bay and Island sports partnered to make it a great experience. The first thing was to 

visit the Aquarium and educate ourselves about marine habitat. You can see Elizabeth holding the 

Whelk egg casing which is very cool. Then we did a cleanup (giving back) and this was spun into a 

scavenger hunt which was a great idea and the kids loved it. As a way of making this even more fun, we 

gave them kids surf lessons, some of whom could surf pretty good already. A great day. 
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August 29th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 29th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 15 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 15 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

After the B&G event we headed to 2nd beach for the AFTER5 program and it was another successful 

event. What we started to realize is that next summer we need to work harder on educating the public. 
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September 5th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date September 5th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 70 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 
This was the last event of the AFTER5 program and everyone felt good about what we had done and it was 

quite amazing to look at what we found on OUR shoreline during the summer. It was clear, we were going 

to do this again in 2014. Lots of new faces during the summer, a great experience that we call AFTER5! 
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September 21st 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 21st 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 642 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 89 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
This was our 8th International Coastal Cleanup at Easton’s Beach and a great team of people came 

together to see what was left on the shoreline from the summer and do our part of working to improve 

ocean health. Lots of new faces, old-timers, new leaders, just a great collection of people finding the 

usual spectrum of trash that somehow finds its way onto our shorelines. 
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October 12th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date October 12th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 259 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 74 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

On a beautiful day with bags provided by Home Depot and refreshments from Empire Tea & Coffee and 

we had a great day improving ocean health at Sachuest beach. We were happy to see that not nearly 

as much trash as the Spring cleanup existed however we found plenty of helium balloons and some 

areas were not accessible due to existing vegetation. A great effort nonetheless! 
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November 9th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date November 9th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 330 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 65 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
After the cleanup at South Shore Beach we head back to Living Water Surf Shop for a seasonal cookout, 

but we started the day with a solid turnout of students from Portsmouth high school, residents from 

Little Compton, Portsmouth, Newport, Providence, and Middletown and enjoyed the chilly November 

afternoon connecting with nature and doing our part to improve ocean health. 
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November 16th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Sandy Point 

Date November 16th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 800 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 40 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

On a BEAUTIFUL Saturday afternoon at Sandy Point in Portsmouth Rhode Island we worked to improve 

ocean health by removing marine debris including large amounts of asbestos tiles and metal pipes. The 

normal batch of plastic bottles and cans were found, along with fencing, a gas grill, buoy, wood with 

nails and random pieces of plastic and fishing lines of all sorts. Thank you to Andrew and Melanie for 

running the cleanup and all the volunteers who helped each other working towards improving ocean 

health and taking good care of the shoreline. Aloha! 
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December 7th 2013 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 7th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 566 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 miles 

Attendance (people) 77 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Our last event of the 2013 season is always the first Saturday in December at Hull Cove. It was great to 

see so many people show up and we did a great job of leaving the coastline that much cleaner after our 

efforts. The short days of December allowed for an amazing sunset in the afternoon on the way home 

to Newport.  This was another great year of Clean Ocean Access coastal cleanups. Feel good  

 


