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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Located in Narragansett Bay in the state of Rhode Island, also known as the Ocean State, 
Aquidneck Island has 69 miles of coastline and is home to 71,000 year-round residents, as well 
a destination for approximately 3.5 million vacationers every summer. It is a region of land and 
coastline with immense value and is known internationally for sailing, surfing, fishing, and the 
coastal environment. Since 2006, Clean Ocean Access has worked with an exclusive focus on 
Aquidneck Island to achieve its mission to act locally so future generations can enjoy ocean 
activities. Clean Ocean Access is guided by a vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine 
debris, water that is safe for all ocean activities, and a shoreline that is accessible to the public. 

What started as small family-and-friend-led beach cleanups to address marine debris thirteen 
years ago, later transformed into monthly community gatherings to remove a wide variety of 
debris from the coastline. These initial efforts were the founding events of a grassroots 
approach for local environmental awareness. In the years that followed, an entire island-wide 
effort evolved, rooted in environmental stewardship. To date, Clean Ocean Access has 
organized 909 cleanup events and removed 125,622 pounds of small-to-medium size marine 
debris and litter from Aquidneck Island and surrounding shorelines. The success of these efforts 
is made possible by the 12,665 citizen science volunteers who have invested over 22,339 hours 
to work together locally to address the global problem of marine debris. As a result of the data 
collected by thousands of volunteers, in 2015 Clean Ocean Access successfully advocated for an 
island-wide ordinance prohibiting smoking at public beaches, parks, recreation areas, and the 
famed Cliff Walk. In May 2016, Clean Ocean Access launched a plastic bag ban campaign and 
successfully advocated for an island-wide ordinance to eliminate single-use plastic bags. In 
2019, Clean Ocean Access plans to release a social advocacy campaign to raise awareness about 
the harmful effects of balloons and promote positive sustainable behavior-change to improve 
ocean health. 

The accomplishments achieved over the past thirteen years have not only helped beautify the 
coastline and improve local habitat, but they have also, sparked close friendships, positive 
energy, and environmentally-responsible behavior within the entire community. By engaging 
people outdoors connecting them with the natural world and introducing them to others who 
also care deeply about the coastline, Clean Ocean Access hopes to foster an open dialogue 
about the issues facing Aquidneck Island and demonstrate that making the right decisions for 
the environment are within reach and can be achieved together, one cleanup at a time.  
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HIGH LEVEL RESULTS 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) expanded its efforts to improve ocean health by creating a platform of integrated 

programming efforts to address the problem of marine debris. COA efforts now include a multitude of programs 

related to marine debris removal, prevention, education, and outreach. The Clean Ocean Access CLEAN program 

not consists of 4 subprograms; the Core Cleanup program, the Partner Cleanup program, the Flexible Cleanup 

program, and the AFTER5 Cleanup program. Listed in Table 1.0 are the key, high-level performance indicators for 

COA marine debris removal efforts: 

CLEAN Program Attributes  

Cleanup Events 909 

Marine Debris Removed (pounds) 125,622 

Coastline Covered (miles) 608 

Volunteer Participation 12,665 

Volunteer Hours 22,339 

Table 1.0 - 2006-2018 Cleanup Events Summary 

Between 2006 and 2012, COA hosted a series of reoccurring cleanup events from September to May. The impact 

of Hurricane Sandy in the fall of 2012 warranted additional cleanup efforts. Momentum continued to build each 

year from 2013 to 2018 as shown in Figures 1.1 – 1.4. The supporting details of the program expansion are 

outlined in this report.  

 

Figure 1.0 - 2006 – 2018 Cleanup Events 
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Figure 1.0 illustrates the evolution of COA’s marine debris removal events, including the creation of the AFTER5 

Cleanup program, the Partner Cleanup program, and the Flexible Cleanup program, which are described in the 

following sections. With the creation and evolution of these new programs, COA has seen increased awareness 

and education of the marine debris problem, as well as increased awareness of COA’s CLEAN program offerings. 

COA is proud to see the CLEAN program evolve from just three cleanup events and one sub-program in 2006, to 

252 cleanup events and four sub-programs in 2018. COA looks forward to the continued expansion of the Clean 

program throughout 2019 and beyond.  

 

Figure 1.1 - 2006 – 2018 Pounds of Marine Debris Removed 

Figure 1.1 illustrates the pounds of marine debris removed from the coastline by the type of cleanup program. 

Although the Flexible Cleanup program exhibits a high number of cleanup events as shown in Figure 1.0, Figure 1.1 

illustrates only a small amount of marine debris collected compared to other cleanups. This is because marine 

debris is weighed by volunteers in the Flexible Cleanup program on a voluntary basis, whereas volunteers in the 

other clean programs are provided with a scale to weigh their marine debris after every cleanup. One pound of 

debris was assigned to each cleanup in the Flexible Cleanup program where marine debris was not weighed. In 

2019 COA will work to provide volunteers in the Flexible Cleanup program with scales to weigh the marine debris. 
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Figure 1.2 - 2006 – 2018 Miles of Coastline Covered 

Figure 1.2 illustrates the miles of coastline covered through beach cleanups from COA’s four CLEAN programs. The 

Flexible and Partner Cleanup programs have gained increased popularity and interest throughout the community 

since their launch in 2013 and 2014, resulting in an increase in cleanup events shown in Figure 1.0 and ultimately 

leading to 214 miles of coastline covered in 2018 as shown in Figure 1.2. Both the Flexible Cleanup and Partner 

Cleanup programs allow for volunteers to conduct cleanups on a flexible schedule.  

 

Figure 1.3 - 2006 – 2018 Volunteer Participation 

Figure 1.3 illustrates the volunteer participation in COA’s CLEAN programs since 2006. The majority of volunteers 

participate in the Core Cleanup program which hosts cleanups that are open to the public and have been in 

existence since 2006. Although the AFTER5 Cleanup program events are also open to the public and led by the COA 
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team, they are held once a week on a weekday during the summer versus twice a month on a weekend during the 

fall, winter and spring months. Hosting the Core cleanup events during the weekends throughout the non-summer 

months allows for availability by more individuals and results in higher volunteer participation.  

 

Figure 1.4 - 2006 – 2018 Volunteer Hours 

Figure 1.4 represents the volunteer hours resulting from COA’s CLEAN programs. Volunteer hours are a result of 

the amount of time each volunteer participates in a marine debris removal event. COA is proud to show increased 

volunteer participation and hours in the past few years as the organization has increased its education in outreach 

efforts around the problem of marine debris and ways in which people can make a difference.  

 

Figure 1.5 - Pounds of Marine Debris Removed from Communities 
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COA has been hosting cleanups on and around Aquidneck Island since 2006. Every year COA hosts cleanups in 

Middletown, Newport, Portsmouth, Little Compton, and Jamestown as part of the Core Cleanup program. The 

“Other Towns” category in Figure 1.5 consists of cleanups that occurred in Barrington, Block Island, North 

Kingstown, and Bristol as part of COA’s Partner and Flexible Cleanup programs. 

PROGRAM TYPE 

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP 

COA formed in the summer of 2006 because of obstructions to public access to the shoreline and an increased 

awareness of the ill-effects of polluted waters on the shoreline; there was no discussion or interest in marine 

debris in these forming days. Just a short time later COA was asked to help with a beach cleanup. The group liked 

the idea and thought it would be a good way to meet more like-minded people. Thus, COA hosted its first beach 

cleanup on September 16, 2006 at Easton’s Beach, Newport Rhode Island, as part of the International Coastal 

Cleanup (ICC).  

The ICC, pioneered by the Ocean Conservancy in 1986, is an annual shoreline cleanup event held in September and 

hosted in cities and countries worldwide.  The Ocean Conservancy recognized that marine debris is a serious 

pollution problem that affects the health of people, wildlife and local economies. The ICC is now the world’s largest 

single-day event for volunteer efforts around marine debris removal. 

This ICC event for COA became the flagship event, marking the beginning of the COA core cleanup season. Each 

year COA hosts the ICC cleanup event at Easton’s Beach. With increasing interest from the community in COA 

marine debris removal efforts, the organization expanded their efforts across Aquidneck Island beginning in 2014. 

The ICC event included locations in the City of Newport, Town of Middletown, and Town of Portsmouth. This 

expansion was one of the many factors that led to several new initiatives for COA efforts focused on marine debris 

removal and prevention through education and outreach. As shown in Figure 2.0, COA has hosted 26 ICC events 

since 2006, removing 7,774 pounds of marine debris with the help of 1,032 volunteers. 
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Figure 2.0 – International Coastal Cleanup Summary 

CORE CLEANUP PROGRAM 

GENERAL PROGRAM EVOLUTION 

The ICC event in fall 2006 was a success and COA observed the sincere community interest in additional cleanup 

events. As a group founded by surfers, COA organized a cleanup in November 2006 along the Cliff Walk at a 

popular surfing destination, and in early December hosted a cleanup at Hull Cove on neighboring Conanicut Island 

(Town of Jamestown). Winter temperatures and snow did not stop the momentum as COA hosted additional 

cleanups in Newport, Middletown and ventured to favorite surf locations in Little Compton. After three events in 

2006 and five events in 2007, the number of monthly cleanups increased to nine in 2008. These monthly cleanup 

events were the founding action of the CLEAN program. Over the years, people from all aspects of the community, 

including friends, family, and local high school students, attended the cleanup events. Monthly beach cleanups 

beginning in the fall through the spring are known as the COA legacy events and are the basis for COA’s Core 

Cleanup program. 
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In 2013, COA expanded its program efforts and started the process to become a non-profit organization. This 

organizational maturity evolved the Core Cleanup program to now consist of two cleanups per month from 

September through April. The Core Cleanup program continues to include cleanups at the original legacy event 

locations, such as Hull Cove in Jamestown and Taylors Lane in Little Compton, although COA has an exclusive focus 

on Aquidneck Island. Today, this program consists of bi-monthly Saturday beach cleanups from Labor Day to 

Memorial Day. Figure 2.1 – Figure 2.3 illustrate the success and growth of our Core Cleanup program since 2006. 

 

Figure 2.1 - 2006-2018 Core Cleanup Summary 

Since 2006, COA volunteers have removed 101,050 pounds of marine debris at 174 different core cleanup events, 

with the help of 15,662 volunteer hours. 
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Figure 2.2 - 2006-2018 Core Program: Pounds of Marine Debris Removed 

 

Figure 2.3 - 2006-2018 Core Program: Pounds of Marine Debris Removed per Person 

Figure 2.2 illustrates the total pounds of marine debris removed during the Core Cleanup program between 2006 

and 2018. To gain more insight into these numbers, Figure 2.2 shows the pounds of marine debris removed per 

person that participated at core cleanup events. The overall trend, as illustrated by the linear trendline in Figure 

2.3 shows an overall downward trend. This is not representative of the number of items removed but does give 

insight into the possibility that less pounds of marine debris are being found on these locations which could be 

attributed to COA’s continuous cleanup efforts at these locations. 

3,000

5,145

7,160

3,070
3,695

2,980

11,430 11,727

7,347

9,473

16,790

9,615 9,618

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Core Cleanup Program: Pounds of Marine Debris Removed

20.98

28.11

23.55

10.48

14.90

17.63 17.06
15.15

9.65

15.81
17.86

9.70

6.01

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Core Cleanup Program: Pounds of Marine Debris Removed per Person



 
IMPROVING OCEAN HEALTH AND BUILDING COMMUNITY ONE CLEANUP AT A TIME 

 
 

P
ag

e1
4

 

 

 

Figure 2.4 – Map of Core Cleanup Locations 

AFTER5 CLEANUP PROGRAM 

GENERAL PROGRAM EVOLUTION 

Since 2006, COA has performed cleanup events from September to May, excluding the summer months due to the 

tourist season on Aquidneck Island. In spring 2013 it was evident that marine debris was a high priority issue for 

COA’s constituents, so the organization devised a program that would allow the community to participate in 

cleanup efforts during the summer months. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was established as a weekly cleanup 

event on Thursday afternoons from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Surfer’s End of Sachuest Beach, Middletown R.I., taking 

place from Memorial Day to Labor Day. In 2016, COA switched the AFTER5 cleanups to Wednesday night, so that 

everyone could enjoy Newport FILM movie night! 
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The program has a two-fold purpose: (1) to provide a program for the community to stay active in marine debris 

removal, and (2) to bring awareness to and investigate re-accumulating debris at a shoreline area predominantly 

used by residents. The Town of Middletown beach staff does an outstanding job cleaning the beach each morning, 

so the program was intentionally designed to “intercept” their cleaning process, so we could bring awareness to 

the marine debris left behind each day. COA started to adopt an approach that “awareness will inspire prevention 

and promote environmentally responsible behaviors.” 

PROGRAM SUMMARY 

The AFTER5 Cleanup program has continued through 2018. Results shown in Figures 3.0 - 3.3 illustrate that these 

cleanups have removed a lot of marine debris and have generated significant volunteer hours through the summer 

months. However, even with a regulated weekly cleanup, the marine debris levels are plateauing, and total items 

removed remain high, instead of continually decreasing. COA believes it is imperative to continue removing marine 

debris from the coastline, but it is also necessary to promote ways for marine debris prevention through education 

and outreach to inspire environmentally-conscious behaviors that ultimately reduce marine debris.  

 

Figure 3.0 - 2013-2018 AFTER5 Cleanup Program Summary 
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Since 2013, COA has hosted 86 AFTER5 cleanup events with 3,819 pounds of marine debris removed with the help 

of 1,669 volunteer hours.  

 

Figure 3.1 – 2013 – 2018 AFTER5 Cleanup Program: Pounds of Marine Debris Removed 

 

Figure 3.2 - 2013-2018 AFTER5 Cleanup Program: Pounds of Marine Debris Removed per Person 
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Figure 3.3 - 2013-2018 AFTER5 Cleanup Program: Total Items Removed 

PARTNER CLEANUP PROGRAM 

GENERAL PROGRAM EVOLUTION 

In 2013, COA expanded the CLEAN program to include the Partner Cleanup program. This program offers the 

opportunity to groups, companies, organizations, and schools to participate in and host their own beach cleanups. 

COA kicked off the Partner Cleanup program with three partner cleanups. The program has since grown to include 

54 partner cleanups and 187 cleanup events hosted as of 2018.  

PROGRAM SUMMARY 

The Partner Cleanup program now includes companies, organizations, schools and groups from on and around 

Aquidneck Island. Organizations or community groups can adopt an area of coastline on Aquidneck Island and 

perform organized cleanups at the desired location with approval from COA and in association with our Partner 

Cleanup program. Figures 4.0 – 4.3 illustrate the growth of the Partner Cleanup program since 2013, along with the 

overall summary of the program.  
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Figure 4.0 - 2013-2018 Partner Cleanup Program Summary 

 

Figure 4.1 - 2013-2018 Partner Cleanup Program: Pounds of Marine Debris Removed  
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Figure 4.2 - 2013-2018 Partner Cleanup Program: Pounds of Marine Debris Removed per Person 

In 2018, there was a large increase in both the amount of marine debris removed and amount of marine debris 

removed per person. This is reflective of the increase in cleanup events from 40 partner cleanup events in 2017 to 

54 partner cleanup events in 2018.  

 

Figure 4.3 – Map of Partner Cleanup Locations 
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FLEXIBLE CLEANUP PROGRAM 

SACHUEST POINT WILDLIFE REFUGE 

During a cleanup at Sachuest Beach in spring 2013, a volunteer ventured into the Sachuest Point National Wildlife 

Refuge (SPWR), engaged in conversation with the staff at the facility, and returned with a business card and a 

request for COA to contact the manager.  During summer 2013, COA embarked on architecting a solution for 

marine debris at SPWR, taking into consideration the need for volunteer services and the delicate ecosystem. This 

was the beginning of the “Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Project” (MDSLP) that has been renamed to Flexible 

Cleanup program, however the purpose and program design remains the same despite the name change. SPWR 

has eight established access points to the shoreline and the MDSLP program includes 16 locations along the 1.5-

mile shoreline around the eight established reference points. Volunteers document site conditions and perform 

cleanups at their adopted section on a flexible monthly basis. The aim of this program is to bring attention to the 

details, so the volunteers record precise tally data of the item descriptions, but do not record the weight of marine 

debris removed. 

Figures 5.0 – 5.2 illustrate the growth of the SPWR Flexible Cleanup program, as well as the most common marine 

debris collected at Sachuest Point since 2013. 

 

Figure 5.0 – 2014 – 2018 Sachuest Point Cleanup Events 
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Figure 5.1 – 2014 – 2018 Sachuest Point: Most Common Items Removed 

 

Figure 5.2 – 2014 – 2018 Sachuest Point: Most Common Items Removed per Cleanup with Tally Sheets 

As shown in Figures 5.1 and 5.2 three different types of beverage containers (plastic bottles, beverage cans, and 

glass bottles) are in top nine most common marine debris found at Sachuest Point. In 2019, COA hopes to work 

with the Sachuest Point Wildlife Refuge and the Department of Fish and Wildlife to promote a carry-in and carry-

out debris and litter policy.  

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Plastic Bottles Cigarette
Butts & Filters

Beverage
Cans

Food
Wrappers

Fishing Line Cups, Plates,
& Utensils

Plastic Bags Glass Bottles Caps & Lids

Sachuest Point: Most Common Items Removed

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Plastic
Bottles

Cigarette
Butts &
Filters

Beverage
Cans

Food
Wrappers

Fishing Line Cups,
Plates, &
Utensils

Plastic Bags Glass
Bottles

Caps & Lids

Sachuest Point: Most Common Items Removed per Cleanup 
with Tally Sheets

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018



 
IMPROVING OCEAN HEALTH AND BUILDING COMMUNITY ONE CLEANUP AT A TIME 

 
 

P
ag

e2
2

 

Overall, with the exception of cigarette butts, COA has seen a decrease in the amount of the most common items 

removed per cleanup in 2018. One of the most dramatic decreases has been in the number of plastic bags. The 

plastic bag ordinance in Middletown went into effect in November 2017. As a result, Middletown has been plastic-

bag free for the entirety of 2018. This decrease is reflected in Figures 5.1 and 5.2 and demonstrated by the 

decrease in plastic bags found at Sachuest Point in 2018.  

Overall, COA is excited to keep the momentum going with the Flexible Cleanup program, as well as by working to 

bring awareness through education and outreach about the types of marine debris found in the local wildlife 

refuge and how residents can make a positive change in their everyday lives to decrease the amount of marine 

debris found at SPWR. By utilizing reusable silverware, food, and drink containers, the community has the 

potential to decrease six of the top nine most common marine debris items (plastic bottles, beverage cans, food 

wrappers, cups, plates, utensils, glass bottles, and caps & lids) found at SPWR. 

PROGRAM SUMMARY 

In 2016, the Flexible Cleanup program expanded to include sites other than SPWR, including sites in Newport, 

Middletown, and Portsmouth. In 2018, the program expanded even further with volunteers cleaning additional 

sites on Aquidneck Island and expanding off- island to Bristol.  

COA is excited about the growth of this program that has resulted in a total of 462 cleanup events, 566 volunteer 

hours, and 2,443 pounds of marine debris removed since 2014. This is the only cleanup program where COA does 

not provide a scale for volunteers, so most of the volunteers do not weigh their trash. COA assigns one pound of 

debris to every flexible cleanup event where marine debris was not weighed. Figures 5.3 – 5.4 illustrate the 

summary of the Flexible Cleanup program, as well as the growth this program has experienced over the past five 

years. 
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Figure 5.3 – 2013 – 2018 Flexible Cleanup Program Summary 

 

Figure 5.4 – 2014 – 2018 Flexible Cleanup Program Growth 
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Figure 5.2 – Map of Flexible Cleanup Locations 

Through the COA Flexible Cleanup program, volunteers have cleaned 108 miles of coastline in 2018 through 165 

different cleanup events. COA looks forward to seeing continued growth in the Flexible Cleanup program as the 

organization raises more awareness about the problem of marine debris and litter through education and 

outreach.   

COMMUNITY EXPANSION 

PORTSMOUTH 

In 2014 COA expanded its cleanup efforts to include the town of Portsmouth, shown in Figures 6.0 – 6.2. Residents 

of Pheasant Drive, along the west side of the island, reached out to COA because of a significant marine debris 

issue at the beach area. A team effort during summer 2014, like the AFTER5 program, led to heightened awareness 

and a need for COA marine debris removal efforts in Portsmouth. Starting in the fall, the organization chartered a 

plan for northward expansion. Since 2015, COA has performed one cleanup per month in Portsmouth from 

September through April, now part of the Core Cleanup program. COA has performed cleanup efforts at Weaver 

Cove, Corys Lane, Pheasant Drive Beach, Gull Cove fishing area, McCorrie Point, Sandy Point, and Melville Park.  
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In 2018, COA expanded efforts in Portsmouth to include Melville Park. COA not only hosted two core cleanup 

events at this location, but also hosted an environmental stewardship day where volunteers from Amica Mutual 

Insurance helped with trail and park maintenance, including cleaning and clearing the trails, fixing the tool shed, 

painting the tool shed, and cleaning the park. COA is excited to continue environmental stewardship efforts in 

Portsmouth in 2019. 

 

Figure 6.0 – 2011 – 2018 Town of Portsmouth Cleanup Events 

Figure 6.0 Represents the growth in number of cleanup events held in the Town of Portsmouth since 2011, with 

2018 having the most cleanup events in Portsmouth to date. A similar trend is illustrated in Figure 6.1 showing the 

amount of marine debris removed from the cleanup sites in Portsmouth at cleanup events.  
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Figure 6.1 – 2011 – 2018 Pounds of Marine Debris Removed from the Town of Portsmouth 

 

Figure 6.2 – 2011 – 2018 Cleanup Volunteer Hours in the Town of Portsmouth 

Figure 6.2 represents the increase in the amount of time volunteers have spent cleaning up the coastline in the 

Town of Portsmouth.  
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DETAILED SUMMARY RESULTS 

OVERVIEW 

COA began using tally sheets to detail the forms of marine debris found along the coastline in 2013. The decision 

to use tally sheets at every cleanup sparked out of a deeper curiosity to bring about awareness and to energize a 

call to action to prevent re-accumulating marine debris. Cleanup efforts are imperative, however, to raise greater 

awareness and influence change, COA believes that passion doesn’t influence policy, but data does, and so having 

good data to support the evidence is crucial. Passion doesn’t influence policy, but data does.  

DETAILED SUMMARY DATA 

The tally sheet that COA uses is modeled after the tally sheet created by the Ocean Conservancy. The sheet is 

divided into six categories: (1) Shoreline and Recreational Activities, (2) Ocean and Waterway Activities, (3) 

Smoking-Related Activities, (4) Dumping Activities, (5) Medical and Personal Hygiene and (6) Other Items of 

Concern.  Figures 7.0 – 7.5 show number of items in each category removed from beach cleanups since 2013.  

 

Figure 7.0 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Items Removed Associated with Shoreline and Recreational Activities 
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Figure 7.1 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Items Removed Associated with Ocean/Waterway Activities 

 

Figure 7.2 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Items Removed Associated with Smoking-Related Activities 

 

Figure 7.3 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Items Removed Associated with Dumping Activities 
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Figure 7.4 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Items Removed Associated with Medical/Personal Hygiene 

 

Figure 7.5 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Other Items Removed 

MOST COMMON DEBRIS  

COA believes it is important to understand what marine debris ends up on Aquidneck Island’s coastline in order to 

create action plans to eliminate marine debris. Figure 8.0 represents the percentage of highest occurring items at 

cleanups. These results indicate that almost every item on that list is a single-use item, and so COA must work to 

improve awareness and education about single-use plastics and materials that are ending up in the ocean and 

harming the local marine environment. In 2015, COA launched a campaign entitled ‘Simple Ways to Improve 

Ocean Health’ through which COA offered simple and easy ways to prevent common single-use items become 

marine debris. This campaign brings awareness to the environmentally-friendly alternative options to single-use 

materials, such as using reusable bags, water bottles, containers, and straws, as well as reusing, recycling, reducing 

single-use materials.  
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COA looks forward to continuing education and outreach that will influence people to partake in more 

environmentally-conscious behaviors, and hopefully result in a decrease in the amount of marine debris.  

 

Figure 8.0 – 2013 – 2018 Percentage of Highest Occurring Items 

COMMUNITIES 

COA seeks solutions to the problem of marine debris and understands the importance of the data collected by 

volunteers. Looking to further analyze and understand the data, Figures 8.1 – 8.3 represent the most common 

items removed per town. These figures allow for a call-to-action on a local level and provide input on what types of 

marine debris are found along the coast of each city and town on Aquidneck Island. Moving forward, COA hopes to 

bring awareness to each city/town on Aquidneck Island and its residents about the problem of marine debris, what 

items are most commonly found in the ocean and along the coasts, and how Aquidneck Island communities can 

prevent these items from entering the marine environment.  

With the understanding that a different number of cleanup events have occurred in each town, Figures 8.1 – 8.3 

are not meant to be compared and all use a different scale. 
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Figure 8.1 – 2013 – 2018 Ten Most Common Items Removed in Newport 

 

Figure 8.2 – 2013 – 2018 Ten Most Common Items Removed in Middletown 
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Figure 8.3 – 2013 – 2018 Ten Most Common Items Removed in Portsmouth 
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In 2014 COA adopted a community-based, data-driven advocacy approach towards marine debris prevention using 

advocacy. This approach leverages the results the community’s desire to influence local ordinances to protect and 

preserve the local environment. Aquidneck Island is a community that is dependent on the health of the ocean, 

and showing environmental leadership is a value strongly supported and advocated by constituents. 
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health from the ill-effects of second-hand smoke and to eliminate the most frequently occurring type of marine 

debris. 

In 2015, Aquidneck Island town and city councils approved ordinances prohibiting smoking at all public parks, 

recreation areas, beaches and the Cliff Walk.  While the no-smoking ban has had some improvements in reducing 

the amount of cigarette butts, as shown in Figures 9.0 – 9.3, the ability of people to smoke (and litter) in the 

parking lot and roadways continues to contribute to a problem that will need to be addressed with better signage 

and enforcement of the ordinance. Cigarette butts are made of plastic and are not only detrimental to marine life, 

but also a human health hazard as the leading cause of lung cancer. 

 

Figure 9.0 – 2013 – 2018 Total Cigarette Butts Removed 
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Figure 9.1 – 2013 – 2018 Total Cigarette Butts Removed at AFTER5 Cleanups 

 

Figure 9.2 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Cigarette Butts Removed per AFTER5 Cleanup 
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Figure 9.3 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Cigarette Butts Removed per Cleanup Program 

PLASTIC BAGS 

The problem of plastic bags that litter the shoreline, clog storm drains and are irresponsibly left on the shoreline 

with dog waste was another issue COA tackled in 2016. Since 2013, COA removed 20,266 plastic bags from the 

Aquidneck Island coastline (COA records “plastic bags” as a single category and does not differentiate “single-use 

plastic carryout bags”, “barrier bags” or “double opening bags”). Despite the steady expansion of COA cleanup 

efforts, the number of plastic bags continued to increase in 2017, as shown in figures 10.0 and 10.1, illustrating 

that the source of the problem must be addressed. With this information, in 2016 COA began raising awareness 

about the harm of plastic bags entering the environment and suggested the ban of single-use plastic bags to 

Aquidneck Island town and city councils. 

In 2013, Barrington was the first community in Rhode Island to ban the plastic bag. With the help of COA, the city 

of Newport passed a plastic bag ordinance that went into effect on November 1, 2017, followed by Middletown on 

December 1, 2017. New Shoreham and Jamestown quickly followed with plastic bag ordinances that went into 

effect on January 1, 2018 and April 20, 2018 respectively. On September 1, 2018 the final bag ordinance on 

Aquidneck Island went into effect in the Town of Portsmouth, with COA reaching their goal to help Aquidneck 

Island become plastic bag free. COA does not believe that society can ban its way to improve the environment but 

banning single-use plastic bags can send a strong positive message to promote durable, reusable material to 

replace all single-use material. Since September 1, 2018, four other communities have put ordinances into effect 

including Warren, Bristol, South Kingstown and North Kingstown. Figure 10.0 demonstrates that 2018 was the first 

year COA saw a decrease in the number of plastic bags removed from cleanup events, shedding light on the 

success the plastic bag ordinance has brought to the goal of eliminating marine debris.  
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Figure 10.0 – 2013 – 2018 Total Plastic Bags Removed 

 

Figure 10.1 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Plastic Bags Removed per Cleanup Program 
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COA recognizes the importance of raising awareness, not only of cigarette butts and plastic bags, but also of other 

single-use items that are harming the environment. In 2018, COA recognized a need to raise awareness of some of 
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After a video of a straw getting pulled out of a sea turtle’s nose went viral at the beginning of 2018, community 

members from the City of Newport started social awareness campaigns called “Strawless Newport” and “The Last 

Straw.” COA helped to raise awareness of the harmful effects of single-use straws and helped to promote these 

social awareness campaigns. Figure 11.0 illustrates the total straws removed during COA cleanups and the need for 

increased education and awareness about the harmful effects of single-use straws.  
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Figure 11.0 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Straws Removed 

COA has also noticed a large number of balloons accumulating on the coastline and in the ocean. In early 2019, 

COA plans to release a social advocacy campaign to raise awareness and educate the public about the harmful 

effects of balloons on the marine environment. Figure 11.1 illustrates the number of balloons removed from the 

coastline at cleanup events since 2013. COA looks forward to raising awareness through a social campaign to help 

reduce the use of balloons and decrease the number of balloons ending up in the ocean.  

  

Figure 11.1 – 2013 – 2018 Number of Balloons Removed 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

CLEAN ACCESS 

In 2019, COA hopes to introduce a new program to the CLEAN and ACCESS programs dedicated to cleaning the 50 

rights-of-way on Aquidneck Island. This program will allow for volunteers to have the option of adopting one or 

more rights-of-way that they commit to cleaning on a monthly basis. This program will allow COA to gain greater 

knowledge of the types and amount of debris at the public access points on Aquidneck Island. This information will 

allow COA to work with the town municipalities to form action plans to address the different debris issues 

occurring at the rights-of-way and ultimately to work toward a goal of eliminating marine debris. 

CORPORATE CLEANUPS 

COA works with several different organizations, individuals, and companies to help run cleanups on and around 

Aquidneck Island. In 2019, COA hopes to expand its program offerings to not only offer flexible and partner 

cleanups that occur on a monthly basis, but also to offer corporate cleanup events where COA can host a 

company, organization, or group for their own cleanup on a one-time or recurring basis. In 2018, COA began to 

introduce this idea through hosting cleanups with Sensata Technologies, Amica Mutual Insurance, Volvo Cars, and 

Cox Automotive. These cleanups included an education component as well as a one to two-hour cleanup led by 

COA staff. We look forward to expanding this program in 2019 and including corporate events not only as part of 

the CLEAN program, but also as part of COA’s Education program.  
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KEY TERMS  

Marine Debris: The disposal of any manufactured solid item, either intentionally or unintentionally, into marine 

environments. Marine debris is directly disposed onto the coastline by humans and is indirectly transported by the 

wind and other bodies of water into the ocean.  

Sustainable: An indefinite relationship with the environment that is successful by not depleting an environments 

natural resource, but by maintaining this relationship at a stable rate. 

Single-use: Designed to be used once and then destroyed or disposed of. 

Ordinance: A piece of legislations enacted by a municipal authority. 

Volunteer Hours: The number of hours each volunteer spends volunteering their time. 
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HIGH LEVEL RESULTS 

The following pages tell the amazing story of almost all the cleanups performed since 2006! 
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September 16th 2006 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach 

Date September 16th 2006 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 800 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 53 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Our 1st cleanup event wasn’t part of our strategy. However, one of the founders who helped 

to form COA during the summer of 2006, his father used to host the International Coastal 

Cleanup at 2nd beach (Middletown, Rhode Island) for nearly 2 decades. The Audubon Society 

of Rhode Island hosts the ICC event in Rhode Island and they needed a team to lead the 

efforts at 1st beach so we were contacted and asked to help.  Clean Ocean Access saw this 

as a great opportunity to take good care of the environment and bring the community together 

and possibly meet more like-minded folks. So, the team worked together, hosted the event, 

over 50 people showed up and we filled one truck with trash of all kinds including numerous 

lobster pots and fishing gear. During the cleanup we contacted the Beach management and 

they allowed us to put the trash into the dumpster and the owner of the restaurant on the 

beach gave us free hot dogs and a case of water! This was a great one-time event, little did 

we know it was the start of something much bigger! 
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November 18th 2006 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach and Cliff Walk 

Date November 18th 2006 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1000 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 4.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 47 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

During October we launched our water testing program and people wanted to get involved with 

more activities so we decided to host another beach cleanup in November. This time we 

assembled the team at 1st beach and sent teams out on the Cliff Walk as we all had seen lots 

of trash along the cliff walk while walking or surfing.  Our friends at Surf Rider joined us and we 

collected a fair amount of trash along the beach which was surprising as the amount of people 

using the beach drops off steadily after Labor Day. We found a huge amount of fishing gear 

draped across the shores of the cliffs and managed to remove a fair amount of it. In total we 

collected two full trucks of trash and numerous lobster pots.  This was a great event as we 

brought more people together and afterwards it became clear that the problem of marine debris 

was real, right in our backyard. Now we really had a clear understanding of how we picked our 

name Clean (clean beaches and health) Ocean (water quality and health) and Access (access 

to the shoreline). The only question asked was “when is the next beach cleanup?” 
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December 2nd 2006 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 2nd 2006 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1200 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 43 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Hull Cove is one of those locations that most people don’t know about and some surfers would 

prefer that no one knows about. But Clean Ocean Access developed a philosophy that taking 

good care of the environment means doing just that, we knew how much trash is littered on this 

small rocky beach so we decided to clean it and the weather was great along with a solid 

turnout.  Our friends from Surf Rider joined us for the Cleanup and teams ventured across the 

rocky beach, into the brush above the high tide water line and out onto the rocky shoreline and 

sure enough we removed 13 bags of trash, 10 lobster pots, 2 syringes, 1 tire, a boat and 2 

quarts of oil, just to name a few things.  This was a great event and by this time our water quality 

program had identified that bacteria levels were actually increasing as the water temperature 

dropped (it was also likely related to weather events) but both of these factors increased our 

momentum for Clean Ocean Access to continue into the next year and so we decided to travel 

east for our next cleanup. 
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January 20th 2007 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date January 20th 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 920 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 33 

Pictures 

  

Summary 

 

The trip to Little Compton at the start of 2007 was energized by the curiosity from the prior 

cleanups, a desire to take good care of our extended neighborhood across the river and also 

the interest and awareness that the high school students from Little Compton attended school 

in Portsmouth and they had expressed interest that we come over to LC to run a beach 

cleanup.  As it turns out 33 members of the community including 11 students from 

Portsmouth High School, several residents of Little Compton, Tiverton, Newport, Middletown 

and Portsmouth gathered over 12 contractor bags of trash including a large fishing net, 

shoes, clothes, 11 lobster pots, balloons and strings, cans, bottles and all sorts of plastic 

pieces.  This was our first “really cold” beach cleanup with air temperature around 30F and 

NW winds approaching 20 knots. Fortunately the activity of walking the coastline and picking 

up marine debris keeps the blood flowing and everyone stayed warm and had a great time. 
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March 31st 2007 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date March 31st 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 2425 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 75 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

A beautiful spring day with abundant sunshine and a fantastic turnout!  Over 75 people from 

the community including students from Portsmouth High School, Salve Regina University, 

residents of Swansea, Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth gathered over 50 contractor 

bags of trash including a large carpet, anchors, buoys, brushes, metal, lobster pots, cans, all 

sort of bottles and old pipes.  We are not sure if this coastline was ever cleaned before to 

this extent. The type of debris found illustrated to us that our beaches and shoreline requires 

constant attention. So, we planned another cleanup. 
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September 15th 2007 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach and Sachuest Point 

Date September 15th 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 640 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 30 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
On a wet Saturday afternoon 30 people got together for the International Coastal Cleanup led 

by Gary Paquette and the Rhode Island Geocaching community. Along with numerous 

volunteers from Clean Ocean Access, the various scout troops and school organizations the 

team removed dozens of bags of marine debris, more lobsters, metal poles and large pieces 

of foam. 

 



 

P
ag

e
4

7
 

November 10th 2007 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point and Cliff Walk 

Date November 10th 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 510 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 25 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

After a series of storms we managed to pull together our fall beach cleanup at Marine Beach 

with a focus from Ochre Point past Sheep Point towards Doris Duke Estate.  Over 25 people 

from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth gathered over 

10 contractor bags of trash including a tarp, rake, buoys, lobster pots, cans, all sort of bottles 

and old pipes. This was a great event as we had a mix of new people, parents with their kids 

and volunteers who had been helping with the coastal cleanups since the previous fall. A good 

event for everyone! 
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December 1st 2007 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown , Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 1st 2007 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 650 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

On a brisk start to December over 20 people from the community including residents of 

Newport, Middletown, North Kingston, Jamestown and Warren gathered over 12 contractor 

bags of trash including a bucket, tire, lobster pot, cans, fishing hooks and all sort of plastic 

bottles. A year had passed since our last cleanup and although we had a smaller turnout we 

found a similar amount of debris on the shoreline. 
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January 12th 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date January 12th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1065 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 37 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

Our first cleanup of 2008 was on a beautiful January day where 37 people from the community 

including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Warren gathered 22 contractor 

bags of trash including a bucket, a pallet, 9 lobster pots and all sort of plastic bottles and glass 

bottles.  Although we had made a significant cleanup effort on this coastline 9 months prior, this 

time we had more focus on the eastern shoreline as opposed to the northern shoreline. A metric 

we started to look at was how many lobster pots we found at each location after the initial 

cleanup and finding 9 showed that we did in fact cover new ground.  This was a good event in 

so many ways as we were doing a beach cleanup at the recently opened right of way, which is 

also where we were starting to plan water testing. The entire mission of Clean Ocean Access 

and our three core programs can be easily explained at this right of way. There was also great 

surf this day at Tuckerman’s and some of the surfers helped out before and after! 
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February 16th 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date February 16th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1705 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 47 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

47 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and 

Massachusetts gathered over 30 contractor bags of trash including a zippo liter, cone, bed 

frame, lawn chair, 10 feet of PVC pipe, 7 lobster pots and all sort of plastic and glass bottles 

and too many cigarette butts.  This was our first official cleanup at Sachuest Beach and the 

common report from most people was that if we had more time we would find more stuff. The 

prior event in September 2007 focused on the eastern shore with poor weather, whereas on 

this day we had great weather a fully committed group of volunteers.  This was one of those 

events where the words “fun”, “easy” and “impactful” started to brew as the core 

values of the organization. People had fun this day and it was definitely impactful. It was 

probably easy to remove most of the trash (with some hard work) but the hardest part was 

realizing that this problem of debris on the shoreline was real and wasn’t going away any time 

soon. 
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March 29th 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ledge Road to Bailey's Beach 

Date March 29th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1080 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 miles 

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 
 

Summary 

 

During our events in 2007 we ventured across the entire cliff walk but knew that we had barely made 

a dent in the total volume of debris littered across the shoreline. So for this event we focused on the 

last section of the cliff walk from Ledge Road to Bailey’s Beach.  Blessed with great weather and 

energetic volunteers, 24 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, 

Portsmouth, Warren and Massachusetts gathered 14 contractor bags of trash including diving poles, 

vacuum hoses, fishing hooks and 28 lobster pots and the usual assortment of plastic and bottles. At 

one point during the cleanup nearly every person was dragging a lobster pot down the path back to 

Bailey’s Beach! The city of Newport helped to remove the trash and the lobster pots. 

 



 

P
ag

e
5

2
 

April 26th 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date April 26th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 690 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 41 

Pictures 

 
Summary 

 
On a sunny but windy day 41 people from the community including residents of Newport, 

Middletown, Portsmouth and Massachusetts gathered 14 contractor bags of trash including 

plastic poles, tools, clothing, bedding , too many straws, countless pieces of plastic and the 

normal abundance of plastic bottles and cans along the rocky shoreline.  During this event we 

had a great turnout of families with kids as well as seasoned veterans from previous cleanups. 

All in all everyone had good time and we did a great job of preparing the beach and close 

proximity cliff walk area for the upcoming summer season. 
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May 24th 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point and Cliff Walk 

Date May 24th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 610 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 3.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 34 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

In April of 2008 the formal adoption of Ochre Point (Ruggles Avenue) was complete and COA 

kicked it up a notch with a complete cleanup of the entire cliff walk. The prior months featured 

extensive work at the start of the cliff walk as well as the finish so this cleanup covered the 

entire region with main focus from 40 steps to Sheep Point.  34 people from the community 

including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth (11 students from Portsmouth High 

School!) and Massachusetts gathered 11 contractor bags of trash including 8 lobster pots, 

sheets of wood and too many cigarette butts along the shoreline from Memorial Boulevard to 

Bailey’s Beach.  This was a great experience on a beautiful day! 
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September 20th 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 20th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 830 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 72 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The International Coastal Cleanup on the 3rd Saturday of September became the “start of the 

COA season” and people from Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Warren, South Kingston and 

Braintree, Massachusetts gathered 18 contractor bags of trash including plastic tubing, 10 inch 

steel pipes, radio speakers, shotgun shells and way too many plastic straws and cigarette butts.  

This was our 4th time performing a coastal cleanup at Easton’s Beach since 2006 and significant 

amounts of debris were removed from the shoreline. This was eye-opening experience to say 

the least and realizing the abundance of debris may not have been clear to everyone, but we 

realized the problem was real. 
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October 18th 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Point 

Date October 18th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 240 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A great effort by a small group of folks on a day of very bad weather! Temperatures in the low 

40’s and a strong NE wind and we still had a team of 8 die-hard volunteers come out and 

remove 5 large contractor bags of trash across the Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge. 

The folks at the visitor center were thrilled!  No pictures for this event, but Marty, Bernie, Sue, 

Fred and his family along with Tanya and 2 students from Portsmouth High School are certain 

to remember this event quite well.  We learned at this event of the “pack your trash” approach 

used at National parks. In general it seems to work, but there still is a need for the community 

get actively involved in taking care of our parks. 
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November 22nd 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date November 22nd 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 330 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 22 

Pictures 

 
Summary 

 

November came quickly after our last event and we returned to Easton’s Point and 22 people 

from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and Warren 

gathered 8 contractor bags along the shoreline From Elephant Rock to the Esplanade.   This 

was our 3rd cleanup in this area since 2006 and it was dramatically obvious that our efforts were 

making a difference. The prior cleanups removed 2425 pounds followed by 1065 pounds and 

then 330 pounds of debris during this event. The prior cleanups we found 15 lobster pots 

followed by 9 lobster pots and this event we found none.  This coastline is quite rocky and is 

rarely used in a relative sense to beaches nearby. If we had removed 1065 pounds of trash on 

January 12th 2008 and 11 months later found 330 pounds of trash, where was it coming from? 

We started to use the phrase “ocean trash” with the idea being that this trash was just washing 

ashore, a sign that the ocean wanted to worked with us, she would put our trash on the coastline 

and we would remove it forever.  
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December 6th 2008 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 6th 2008 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 610 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

The annual tradition continued without fail and 19 people from the community including 

residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown, Little Compton and Massachusetts 

gathered 14 contractor bags of trash including way too much fishing line, bottles and a Truck 

bed-liner along the Hull Cove Shoreline.  The truck-bed liner was an interesting item. There is 

no way it was deposited on the shoreline by a truck because the access path is barely available 

for 2 people. We came to the conclusion that the item likely was blown off a truck while it 

crossed the Newport Bridge. 
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January 10th 2009 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location 3rd Beach 

Date January 10th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 365 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 37 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
This was our first time hosting an event at 3rd beach in Middletown, Rhode Island. 37 people 

from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown, Little 

Compton and Tiverton gathered 15 contractor bags of trash including way too much fishing line, 

plastic bottles, hundreds of beer cans and a dead fox along the Third Beach Coastline.  Our 

initial game plan was to cover the beach area and the dune area but the volunteers spread out 

and covered the coastline out towards Sachuest Point and also back on the roadways. This 

was a great event to start off the 2009 coastal cleanup season! 
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February 21st 2009 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date February 21st 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 460 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 28 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
South Shore Beach has the impression that it is spotless when you arrive at the location. It is 

rocky compared to other beaches and the expansive coastline looks pristine. Nevertheless, we 

prove ourselves wrong every time and found a bunch of marine debris.  28 people from the 

community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Little Compton and 

Portsmouth High School gathered 11 contractor bags of trash including fishing line, plastic 

bottles, baby food bottles, steel poles and all sorts of balloons. The events in Little Compton 

really shows how like-minded people care about the environment as this location isn’t just down 

the street, it is quite the journey. A good effort and solid results. 
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March 28th 2009 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ledge Road to Bailey’s Beach 

Date March 28th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 635 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 miles 

Attendance (people) 54 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

This was our 2nd time cleaning this coastline and 54 people from the community including 

residents of Warren, Little Compton, Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, East Bay 

Communication Action Group and Portsmouth High School gathered 24 contractor bags of 

trash including 7 lobster pots, plenty of plastic, shoes, balloons strings, blue foam and too much 

fishing line.  It was clearly noticeable this year as opposed to in 2008 was the significantly 

smaller amount of lobster pots (7 as opposed to 28) found along the rocky coast line. A great 

group of people spanning many generations came together to take good care of the cliff walk. 

Nice work! 
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May 16th 2009 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point, Cliff Walk 

Date May 16th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 120 pounds (approximate)  

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

As summer approached at full steam, the group made a final effort to beautify the cliff walk and 

the public rights of way (Ochre Point and Easton’s Point). What was clearly evident is that less 

marine debris was present from years past but the team managed to find over 200 pounds of 

trash.  27 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown and 

Portsmouth High School gathered 5 contractor bags of trash including 2 lobster pots, graduation 

balloons, milk bottles, and shoes and fishing gear. This was one of those events where we had 

small teams in several places and we covered a good stretch of coastline. 
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May 16th 2009 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Point area 

Date May 16th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 90 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

As summer approached at full steam, the group made a final effort to beautify the cliff walk and 

the public rights of way (Ochre Point and Easton’s Point). What was clearly evident is that less 

marine debris was present from years past but the team managed to find over 200 pounds of 

trash.  27 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown and 

Portsmouth High School gathered 5 contractor bags of trash including 2 lobster pots, graduation 

balloons, milk bottles, and shoes and fishing gear. This was one of those events where we had 

small teams in several places and we covered a good stretch of coastline. 
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September 19th 2009 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach and Cliff Walk 

Date September 19th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 650 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 82 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

This effort was part of the International Coastal Cleanup and has become a traditional event to 

start the season for Clean Ocean Access. It is great to see so many new (and old) faces coming 

out to take good care of the coastline.  82 people from the community including residents of 

Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown and Warren, gathered over 650 pounds of trash 

in 28 contractor bags including lobsters pots, a mattress, and way too many cigarette butts. 

Sheldon and Sandra showed up and it was great to see him hauling a bag of trash back on his 

shoulder, good job! 
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October 17th 2009 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date October 17th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 150 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 3.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 34 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

34 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, 

Providence and Lincoln including about 15 students from Portsmouth High School, 5 students 

from Providence College and a few volunteers from Bank of America collected 150 pounds of 

trash within 4 loaded trash bags with primarily broken-metal lobster pots, plastic bottles and 

aluminum cans as well as some odd pieces of metal. 
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December 5th 2009 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 5th 2009 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 600 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 31 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

On a cold, wet, windy December day we had a great turnout, for quite a few people it was their 

first time to Hull Cove. Many thanks to the dedicated troops that came out to clean this precious 

part of the coastline.  31 people from the community including residents of Newport, 

Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown and Little Compton with great turnout from Salve Regina 

University Environmental Club and Portsmouth High School collected 17 contractor bags of 

trash including 1 syringe, several lobster pots, way too much Styrofoam, plastic bottles, a purple 

glove, bags of fishing bait, fishing gear, shoes and slippers along with straws and food wrappers 

along the coastline. 
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January 9th 2010 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors lane 

Date January 9th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 860 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A Cold January with gusty NW winds and brilliant sunshine allowed Clean Ocean Access to 

have a great 1st time cleanup at Taylors Lane, picking up the typical stuff we find at 1st 

cleanups. Excellent turnout from veteran members, new members and we met some of 

residents!  24 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, 

Portsmouth and Little Compton with great turnout from Portsmouth High School collected 18 

contractor bags of trash including 1 steel pipe, 1 buoy, 1 chair, 2 tires, 8 lobster pots and over 

100 shoes, along with all sorts of plastic bottles, old tin cans, fishing line and helium balloons 

without the helium 
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February 13th 2010 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date February 13th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 610 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 33 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

33 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and 

Little Compton with great turnout from Portsmouth High School collected 16 contractor bags of 

trash including many small bags of trash, way too many beer bottles along the side of the road 

and plenty of ocean-based trash. This was impressive considering there was 6 inches of snow 

on the ground! 
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March 23rd 2010 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date March 23rd 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 475 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 40 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

40 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and 

Little Compton with great turnout from the NESURF group picked up another round of primarily 

ocean based trash along a very Important piece of coastline accessed via our adopted Right of 

Way Y-1. 
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April 17th 2010 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date April 17th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 250 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
24 people from the community including residents of Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth and 

Little Compton with great turnout from Portsmouth High School collected 5 contractor bags of 

trash. This was impressive considering that it was raining all day except during the cleanup! 
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September 25th 2010 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 25th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1000 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 60 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

The International Coastal Cleanup on the 3rd Saturday of September became the “start of the 

COA season” and a team of 60 people removed 1000 pounds of trash. Sheldon showed up! 

With good pictures you can get a sense of what happened without writing a whole story! 
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October 16th 2010 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Point and coastline east and north 

Date October 16th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 150 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

. 

A group of 19 people from Portsmouth High School, Salve Regina University and residents of 

the city of Newport gathered 6 contractor bags (150 pounds) of trash, which was predominantly 

ocean-based plastics and fishing gear. This was the 5th cleanup at this location performed by 

COA since adopting the Public Right of Way in 2008. 
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November 12th 2010 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date November 12th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 100 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 3.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 29 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A team of 29 people including 14 students from Salve Regina University and residents of the 

city of Newport, Bristol and Middletown collected 7 contractor bags (100 pounds) of trash which 

was predominantly ocean-based plastics and fishing gear, as well as 8 mangled lobster pots.  

This was the 7th cleanup performed by COA along the Newport cliff walk and part of the bi-

annual cleanup for the adopted Public Right of Way at Ruggles Avenue which was adopted in 

the spring of 2008. The 1st cleanup at this location was on November 10th 2007 when the group 

collected 10 contractor bags of trash including 12 lobster pots and numerous buoys. 
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December 4th 2010 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 4th 2010 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 250 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A group of 19 people including 6 students from Portsmouth High School and residents of 

Newport, Middletown, Jamestown and Bristol collected 12 contractor bags (250 pounds) of 

trash which was a mixture of trash along the pathway and plastic bottles along the coastline 

along with a substantial amount of fishing gear as well as plenty of glass bottles and random 

pieces of plastic. 
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January 8th 2011 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors Lane 

Date January 8th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 500 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

A group of 13 people including 8 students from Portsmouth High School, 2 boy scouts and 

residents of Newport and Bristol collected over 500 pounds of trash including 7 contractor bags 

containing over 50 shoes, fishing gear and variety of plastics including balloons. The major find 

was large plastic crates, more fishing line and 18 mangled lobster pots that were about to break 

apart into thousands of metal and plastic pieces. An excellent effort was put forth by a small 

but focused team effort hauling all of the marine debris across deep snow back to the access 

point. 
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February 12th 2011 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date February 11th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 0 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 0 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
We are not sure of the exact results but we are certain that event did occur. A multitude of 

personal issues amidst the cleanup captains resulted in various people running the cleanups 

and as of this document we are still working on finding the exact details. 

 



 

P
ag

e
7

6
 

April 16th 2011 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date April 16th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 0 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 0 

Pictures

 

Summary 
 

We are not sure of the exact results but we are certain that event did occur. A multitude of 

personal issues amidst the cleanup captains resulted in various people running the cleanups 

and as of this document we are still working on finding the exact details. 
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May 14th 2011 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point and parts of the cliff walk 

Date May 14th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 0 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 0 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
We are not sure of the exact results but we are certain that event did occur. A multitude of 

personal issues amidst the cleanup captains resulted in various people running the cleanups 

and as of this document we are still working on finding the exact details. We hosted this event 

after the CF walk at Brenton Point. 
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September 17th 2011 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 17th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 550 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 70 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The first event in September marks the start of the next season of Clean Ocean Access and is 

also the International Coastal Cleanup.  A team of nearly 70 volunteers removed 18 bags of 

trash from Easton’s Beach, Newport RI as part of the International Coastal Cleanup which is 

run by the Ocean Conservancy and hosted by the Audubon Society of Rhode Island in the 

Ocean State. 
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October 15th 2011 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Sandy Point 

Date October 15th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 710 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 28 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A team of 28 volunteers with a group from Woodard & Curran and students from Portsmouth 

high school removed 16 bags of trash from Sandy Point Beach, Portsmouth RI including 

approximately 200 pounds of toxic tiles. We found out later these contained Asbestos. 
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November 12th 2011 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date November 12th 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 240 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 26 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A team of 26 volunteers including residents of Newport and Middletown and students from 

Portsmouth high school removed 8 bags of trash from Sachuest Beach, Middletown RI. 
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December 3rd 2011 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 3rd 2011 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 980 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 32 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A team of 32 volunteers including residents from Jamestown, Newport, Middletown and 

Portsmouth with a strong showing from Portsmouth High school, members of the Salve Regina 

University Environmental Club and students from Thompson Middle school removed 19 bags 

of trash and 14 mangled lobster pots from Hull Cove Beach, Jamestown RI. 
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January 14th 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors Lane 

Date January 14th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 495 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 15 

Pictures 

 
Summary 
 

A team of 15 people including 9 students from Portsmouth High School, 3 from Bishop 

Hendricken, 1 from Thompson Middle School and residents of Newport collected over 450 

pounds of trash including 7 contractor bags containing dozens of shoes, tremendous amount 

of fishing gear and variety of plastics, including 7 car or truck tires and 8 mangled lobster pots 

that were about to break apart into thousands of metal and plastic pieces. Along the immediate 

access point a large amount of glass bottles, tin cans and Styrofoam cups was extracted from 

the shrubs, which is really only possible in the off season months as it is hidden in the summer. 
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February 11th 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date February 11th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 150 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A team of 13 people including students from Portsmouth High School and Salve Regina 

University collected over 150 pounds of trash including lots of straws, broken plastic beach 

toys, cigarette butts, shoes and lots of bottles and cans within the dunes. 
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March 10th 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Brenton Point State Park 

Date March 10th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 900 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

This was our 1st event Brenton Point! The team cleaned the coastline from Kings Beach Fishing 

area across to Brenton Point and up the coastline including Castle Hill Beach, as well as a 

significant amount of the park area. A group of 42 people including 2 students from Thompson 

Middle School, 2 students from Wheeler School, 5 students from Rogers High School Green 

Team, 14 students from Portsmouth High School and residents from Jamestown, Newport, 

Middletown, Portsmouth and Cumberland collected over 900 pounds of trash including 19 large 

contractor bags containing vast amounts of fishing gear, foam, insulation, life vests, buckets, 

plastic bottles and plenty of random plastic pieces including 7 mangled lobster pots that were 

about to break apart into thousands of metal and plastic pieces. 
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April 14th 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ledge Road to Bailey's Beach 

Date April 14th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 400 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 miles 

Attendance (people) 30 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
A great collection of people including Cub Scouts, COA veterans, students from Cranston high 

school and new people (young and old) came together to clean the end of the cliff walk and the 

Baileys’ Beach. 
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May 12th 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Ochre Point and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date May 12th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 200 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 2.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 60 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Just two days prior to our clean up a good friend passed away while surfing at Marine Avenue 

Beach. We had a good turnout of folks who came out to pay tribute to Shep’s memorial and 

also helped out with taking good care of the environment. Shep was an active part of COA and 

believed in the mission. If you didn’t know Shep, he is the guy standing next to Dave in the 

February 13th 2010 cleanup. Shep continues to ride with each of us in spirit, RIP. 
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September 15th 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 15th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1000 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 110 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Another international coastal cleanup at Easton’s Beach and we had a great turnout of new 

people and COA veterans. Just a whole lot of fun and we did a great job taking good care of 

our environment. You have to wonder sometimes about society as a while, we had been 

cleaning this area for nearly 6 years and we still managed to find 1000 pounds of trash. 

Onward… 
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October 13th 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date October 13th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1500 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 80 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Paddle out for Joe happened in the afternoon. New people, old people, the old folks. Purgatory 

was a mess. Jon did awesome running the cleanup. Just a great event all around despite the 

sadness of losing Joe. 2012 was a tough year for the wave riding community but in many ways 

it brought us together. A final note, this was the last cleanup using plastic bags. A friend said 

our pile looked ugly, Dave contacted Home Depot in Attleboro, Elizabeth followed up with 

Middletown and just like that we had a partnership for paper bags. (With plastic bags on backup 

for special occasions). 
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November 3rd 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport and Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location 1st Beach, 2nd Beach, 3rd Beach, Pebble 

Beach 

Date November 3rd 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1700 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 4.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 193 (46 at 1st beach, 147 at other locations) 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

We performed a Hurricane Sandy aftermath coastal cleanup on Aquidneck Island at Easton’s 

Beach, Newport and Sachuest Beach, Middletown. The cleanup extended into the Cliff Walk, 

3rd Beach and various access points along the Sakonnet River.  The collection of marine debris 

included an excessive amount of 2.5 inch diameter sewage plastic disks, gun shell casings, 

mangled lobster pots, tires, a television, a compressor, countless plastic pieces and a vast 

collection of fishing gear. The volume of trash was quite staggering considering that on 

September 15th 2012 the group collected 1000 pounds of trash at Easton’s Beach and on 

October 12th 2012 the group collected 1500 pounds of trash at Sachuest Beach. Just imagine 

how much more trash is in the ocean. 
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November 10th 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date November 10th 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1685 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 85 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

After the cleanup the group went to Living Water Surf Shop and celebrated the event with an 

afternoon cookout and also collected relief donations for people impacted by Hurricane Sandy 

which were driven down to Rockaway Beach the following morning. Refreshments for the 

cleanup were provided by Empire Tea & Coffee and food for the cookout was provided by island 

Sports. There were also a few folks that provided some delicious homemade food; a perfect 

way to end a great day and to keep the conversation going! You name it, during a beach 

cleanup we find everything including more 2.5 inch diameter sewage plastic disks. Debris 

included metal rods, pipes, plastic tubing, garden hose, rope, tire tube, door mat, large block of 

Styrofoam, folding chair, patio table and fishing traps. 
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December 3rd 2012 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 1st 2012 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 3400 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Thanks to Empire Tea for Hot Chocolate and Coffee and lite refreshments! 42 people collected 

34 large contractor bags of trash weighing over 1400 pounds which included 2 large bags of 

recyclable bottles as well as thousands of broken pieces of random plastic, fishing debris, 

shoes, large foam, scallop dredge equipment, frying pan and more plastic pieces. In addition 

to the trash collection, nearly 2000 pounds of pressure treated wood laced with nails and bolts 

along with numerous lobster pots and steel poles. This material was just littered across the 

beach. Great job to everyone who helped out. We had a great crew of new people and old 

timers! Mother nature should feel a little better. 
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January 12th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors Lane 

Date January 12th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 3500 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 107 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
This event was an amazing example of the partnership of the extended community; like-minded 

folks from many places in Rhode Island and Massachusetts and associated schools all worked 

together towards the common good of improving ocean health.  Coffee and Hot Chocolate were 

provided by Empire Tea & Coffee, along with cleanup supplies from Home Depot. Dozens of 

car tires, lobster pots, enormous amount of fishing line, volumes of foam, plastic and the normal 

high count of shoes, fishing poles, metal poles, buoys and unusual finds such as a pair of ski 

boots and a printer. Unfortunately, if you name it; it is out there in the ocean, but the group 

worked hard for over 3 hours and made sure tons of debris never find their way into the ocean. 

Special thanks to Mimi in Little Compton for reaching out to the all the property owners and 

allowing for us to access the coastline from their homes. 
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March 9th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach and parts of the Cliff Walk 

Date March 9th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 300 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

A partnership of the extended community; like-minded folks from across the region and 

students from Portsmouth High School, Middletown High School, St. Michael's Country Day 

School, All Saints Academy, Thompson Middle School, the YMCA and Rhody Squash all 

worked together towards the common good of improving ocean health.  Amidst brilliant 

sunshine, clear blue skies and big surf, we found everything. To name a few things, it was 

composed of 67 bags of dog waste, a shopping cart, walkie-talkie set, 211 plastic bags and 143 

plastic bottles, 37 pairs of shoes, 116 food wrappers, 9 six-pack holders, 76 straws, 33 toys 

and 136 bundles of fishing line, 292 cigarette butts and 4 tires. You name it, when effort is put 

forth towards improving ocean health the group finds everything including more 2.5 inch 

diameter sewage plastic disks. 
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March 9th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach and surrounding shoreline 

Date March 9th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 750 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 105 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A partnership of the extended community; like-minded folks from across the region and 

students from Portsmouth High School, Middletown High School, St. Michael's Country Day 

School, All Saints Academy, Thompson Middle School, the YMCA and Rhody Squash all 

worked together towards the common good of improving ocean health.  Amidst brilliant 

sunshine, clear blue skies and big surf, we found everything. To name a few things, it was 

composed of 67 bags of dog waste, a shopping cart, walkie-talkie set, 211 plastic bags and 143 

plastic bottles, 37 pairs of shoes, 116 food wrappers, 9 six-pack holders, 76 straws, 33 toys 

and 136 bundles of fishing line, 292 cigarette butts and 4 tires. You name it, when effort is put 

forth towards improving ocean health the group finds everything including more 2.5 inch 

diameter sewage plastic disks. 
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March 30th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Near Newport Daily News 

Date March 30th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 60 pounds (approximate) 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 miles 

Attendance (people) 5 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Not everyone was able to make it our coastal cleanup in early March and a family brought to 

our attention the trash collecting along the roadside near the Newport Daily News. With the 

amazing breezes on our island it is just a matter of time before this blows into the ocean. So, 

armed with a small bag of supplies a team of five people made it happen and two hours later 

we had removed nearly 60 pounds of debris. 
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April 13th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Brenton Point State park 

Date April 13th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1422 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 133 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The City Of Newport provided wonderful reusable bottles as gifts for everyone participating in 

Earth Day events. Residents from Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Jamestown, Warren and 

folks from Massachusetts and Connecticut. Organizations included Bike Newport, Wild Things, 

Girl Scouts, Salve Regina University, All Saints Academy, Saint Michaels Country Day School 

and Save the Bay. Items of interest: 254 plastic bags, 1381 cigarette butts, a 5 foot diameter 

tire, over 56 bags of poop; asbestos; over 100 spray paint cans; golf balls, golf tees; buried 

rope; fishing pole; 2 rusted sign posts; bolts; Swiss army knife; kites, kite string, kite parts & 

over 16 kite handles; pieces of rusty metal; pieces of rubber; glass flute; cement rectangle with 

metal rod; pen; aspirin wrapper; tissues; balloon ribbons; 12 balls (including basketball, 

volleyball, tennis, plastic); hockey stick; door frame; tin foil; over 56 pieces of Styrofoam; over 

33 pieces of bulk plastic; a lot of broken glass. 
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April 21st 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Near Wave Avenue and Easton’s Pond 

Date April 21st 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1405 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 miles 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

A COA volunteer brought to our attention a problem, so we conducted a cleanup around the 

moat area of Big Pond along Wave Avenue. Aquidneck Pizza helped with lunch. The vegetation 

was on its way to covering up most of this trash, fortunately we had a chance to fix the problem 

and make sure none of the trash enters into the ocean. This was composed of 300 pounds of 

construction fiberglass material where we found 3 large bundles that were woven into the 

landscape and falling into the moat. 245 pounds of typical marine debris were retrieved which 

included plastic bottles, plastic bags, salt and pepper shakers, hundreds of cigarette butts, food 

wrappings and random small pieces of plastic. We also found a 2.5 inch diameter sewage disks, 

a traffic cone, 20 foot sprinkler system piping, 4 folding chairs, 2 deck tables, 1 bike, 5 tires, a 

fertilizer machine, 3 plastic chairs, 1 lobster pot, wire mesh fencing material, plastic crates, 

house siding material. 
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May 18th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Cliff Walk and surrounding streets 

Date May 18th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 400 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 4.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 61 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 
For this event we decided to clean the cliff walk and also the surrounding streets. A great group 

of people came together and did their part in removing marine debris from the shoreline and 

also cleaning up the roadways before the start of the busy summer season. Home Depot 

provided paper bags and Empire Tea & Coffee provided all the refreshments. 
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May 25th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Moat and Dunlap Wheeler Park 

Date May 25th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 120 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Building on the event from late April, we put more effort towards the coastline of the Moat on 

the eastern side of the Easton’s Beach, the Moat in Middletown behind the commercial district, 

along the roadway of the Big Pond and the immediate beach area including Atlantic Beach 

Club. Home Depot provided paper bags.  19 people from Channing Church and 7 Clean Ocean 

Access volunteers participated in the event and the team collected over 120 pounds of trash in 

about 1 hour. Items of interest including volumes of plastic, nail and paint-laden wood, cigarette 

butts, car muffler, shoes, Frisbee, and a plastic pig.  Everyone had a really good time and it 

was a great experience to share with the kids and also talk more about coastal water quality 

and the upcoming summer and fall events. We look forward to more opportunities with 

community groups. 
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May 30th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date May 30th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 165 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 16 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The AFTER5 program was designed to bridge the gap between the end of the 7th year and start 

of the 8th year of Clean Ocean Access as historically we do not perform coastal cleanups in the 

summer months. Every Thursday at 5PM we run a beach cleanup at 2nd beach and remove 

every piece of trash in a specific area and document what people are leaving at the beach. The 

beach staff does such a good job cleaning the beach each morning; that no one really knows 

the impact of our own behavior. The following days we put up a sign on the beach explaining 

what we found. The idea is that by bringing attention in a friendly way to the good effort of 

improving ocean health, people can make better decisions.  This is the AFTER5 program and 

we started it on May 30th 2013. Check out the sign we create and post at the beach! 
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June 6th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date June 6th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 65 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and the team took a very close look at the beach 

area at Surfers End and also expanded outward to do a wider beach cleanup. Many thanks to 

the various cleanup captains that helped out to make this program happen all summer long. 
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June 13th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date June 13th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 45 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week. It was raining this week so we had to use plastic 

bags and that evening we counted all the trash in the COA storage shed.  The team took a very 

close look at the beach area at Surfers End and also expanded outward to do a wider beach 

cleanup. Many thanks to the various cleanup captains that helped out to make this program 

happen all summer long. 
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June 20th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date June 20th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 35 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

  

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week. The team took a very close look at the beach area 

at Surfers End and also expanded outward to do a wider beach cleanup. Many thanks to the 

various cleanup captains that helped out to make this program happen all summer long. 
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June 27th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date June 27th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 52 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week. At this point we had an entire month of experience 

and a regular team of volunteers from Newport, Middletown and the Navy were coming out. It 

was fun! The team took a very close look at the beach area at Surfers End and also expanded 

outward to do a wider beach cleanup. Many thanks to the various cleanup captains that helped 

out to make this program happen all summer long. 
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July 4th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date July 4th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 30 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 3 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and this was probably the first really nice weather 

event we had since the program started which might explain why only three people showed up! 

It was a good event as we talked to the people on the beach as they had questions about the 

sign. 
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July 11th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date July 11th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 127 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 22 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and this week the weather was lousy again and sure 

enough we had a larger group of people showed up. All good stuff, people like spending time 

near the shoreline and this event showed that people come on out even in foggy conditions.  A 

key feature we added to the program is that we expanded the signage to include a sign in 

English and also a sign in Spanish. It was fun making the Spanish sign and it became a 

permanent part of the program. 
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July 18th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date July 18th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 67 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 23 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and we had great weather with a good turnout and 

we produced an English and Spanish sign the following day. 
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July 25th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date July 25th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 138 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 9 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and although we don’t have action shots of the actual 

cleanup we do have a copy of the tally sheets and also the signs we put up and a collection of 

sea glass that we found earlier in the day near Ochre Point. 
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July 28th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Shepard Avenue 

Date July 28th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 50 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1 miles 

Attendance (people) 1 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The seawall at Shepard Avenue was being repaired and the garbage can was not accessible 

to the waste management staff however the tourists were able to deposit trash into it. As time 

went by, it started to overflow so we took action and cleaned up the area.  
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August 1st 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 1st 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 45 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 17 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and we started to find beach toys littered on the 

beach. This stuff would break down into tiny plastic pieces in the years to come and it wasn’t 

exactly clear why someone would leave a good shovel or badminton equipment at the beach. 

Either way, we all had a good time and did another AFTER5 cleanup. 
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August 8th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 8th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 39 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and a very nice women walked by and said “I like 

what you are doing and I want to support you” and she gave us this hundred dollar bill. This 

was pretty cool. She wouldn’t tell us her name; that is OK, mother nature knows her name… 
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August 15th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 15th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 85 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 32 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and our friends at Rhody Surf were helping with our 

signs and also energizing the cleanup. Jon and Taylor and Sharon and Elizabeth were great 

captains all summer long. 
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August 22nd 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 22nd 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 126 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

The program continued into the next week and this was the annual Rhody Surf Cleanup so the 

event lasts for two hours and to no surprise we found about twice as much stuff. Lot of people, 

lots of trash, lots of action taking good care of our coastline. 
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August 29th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach 

Date August 29th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 26 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Darcy organized an educational and environmental field trip for the Boys & Girls club and Clean 

Ocean Access, Save The Bay and Island sports partnered to make it a great experience. The 

first thing was to visit the Aquarium and educate ourselves about marine habitat. You can see 

Elizabeth holding the Whelk egg casing which is very cool. Then we did a cleanup (giving back) 

and this was spun into a scavenger hunt which was a great idea and the kids loved it. As a way 

of making this even more fun, we gave them kids surf lessons, some of whom could surf pretty 

good already. A great day. 
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August 29th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date August 29th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 15 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 15 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

After the B&G event we headed to 2nd beach for the AFTER5 program and it was another 

successful event. What we started to realize is that next summer we need to work harder on 

educating the public. 
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September 5th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date September 5th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 70 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 
This was the last event of the AFTER5 program and everyone felt good about what we had done 

and it was quite amazing to look at what we found on OUR shoreline during the summer. It was 

clear, we were going to do this again in 2014. Lots of new faces during the summer, a great 

experience that we call AFTER5! 
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September 21st 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date September 21st 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 642 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 89 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
This was our 8th International Coastal Cleanup at Easton’s Beach and a great team of people 

came together to see what was left on the shoreline from the summer and do our part of working 

to improve ocean health. Lots of new faces, old-timers, new leaders, just a great collection of 

people finding the usual spectrum of trash that somehow finds its way onto our shorelines. 
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October 12th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date October 12th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 259 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 74 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

On a beautiful day with bags provided by Home Depot and refreshments from Empire Tea & 

Coffee and we had a great day improving ocean health at Sachuest beach. We were happy to 

see that not nearly as much trash as the Spring cleanup existed however we found plenty of 

helium balloons and some areas were not accessible due to existing vegetation. A great effort 

nonetheless! 
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November 9th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date November 9th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 330 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 65 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 
After the cleanup at South Shore Beach we head back to Living Water Surf Shop for a seasonal 

cookout, but we started the day with a solid turnout of students from Portsmouth high school, 

residents from Little Compton, Portsmouth, Newport, Providence, and Middletown and enjoyed 

the chilly November afternoon connecting with nature and doing our part to improve ocean 

health. 
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November 16th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Sandy Point 

Date November 16th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 800 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 40 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

On a BEAUTIFUL Saturday afternoon at Sandy Point in Portsmouth Rhode Island we worked 

to improve ocean health by removing marine debris including large amounts of asbestos tiles 

and metal pipes. The normal batch of plastic bottles and cans were found, along with fencing, 

a gas grill, buoy, wood with nails and random pieces of plastic and fishing lines of all sorts. 

Thank you to Andrew and Melanie for running the cleanup and all the volunteers who helped 

each other working towards improving ocean health and taking good care of the shoreline. 

Aloha! 
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December 7th 2013 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 7th 2013 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 566 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 miles 

Attendance (people) 77 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Our last event of the 2013 season is always the first Saturday in December at Hull Cove. It was 

great to see so many people show up and we did a great job of leaving the coastline that much 

cleaner after our efforts. The short days of December allowed for an amazing sunset in the 

afternoon on the way home to Newport.  This was another great year of Clean Ocean Access 

coastal cleanups. Feel good ☺ 
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January 11th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location Taylors Lane 

Date January 11th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 800 pounds 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 30 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) kicked off the 2014 season of events with a solid turnout and 

impressive working towards improving ocean health by removing marine debris from the 

surrounding coastal shoreline of Taylors Lane in Little Compton, Rhode Island on January 11th 

2014. Nearly 30 people removed over 800 pounds of marine debris the shoreline including 

numerous mangled lobster pots, immense amount of fishing gear, dozens of shoes, balloons, 

boat key, compass, 98 cigarette butts, dozens of straws and a wide variety of plastics. 

Unfortunately, if you name it; it is out there in the ocean and washing up on the shoreline.  This 

marked the 91st coastal cleanup performed by Clean Ocean Access since September 2006. 

Thank you to Home Depot for providing cleanup supplies and Empire Tea & Coffee for 

preparing hot beverages for the volunteers. So many people helped out for the planning and 

actual cleanup, an impressive volunteer effort despite the unsettled weather. Thank you! 
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February 8th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton's Beach and parts of Cliff Walk 

Date February 8th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 145 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 73 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) had another successful coastal cleanup working towards 

improving ocean health by removing marine debris from the surrounding coastal shoreline of 

Easton’s Beach in Newport, Rhode Island on February 8th 2014.  73 people removed over 145 

pounds of marine debris from the shoreline including plastic flowers, hair elastics, headphones, 

sunglasses, bags of dog waste, plastic bottles, swimming goggles, fishing gear, a lobster pot, 

band aids, caps, lids, stirrers, pull tabs, food wrappers, plastic forks and knives and spoons, 

toys, Styrofoam, toothbrushes, pens, a can of whip cream, a ballet shoe and 80 plastic bags. 

Unfortunately, if you name it; it is out there in the ocean and washing up on the shoreline.  This 

marked the 92nd coastal cleanup performed by Clean Ocean Access since September 2006. 

The next scheduled event is on March 8th 2014 at Sachuest Beach, Middletown,. Thank you to 

Home Depot for providing cleanup supplies and Empire Tea & Coffee for preparing hot 

beverages for the volunteers. So many people helped out for the planning and actual cleanup, 

an impressive volunteer effort despite freezing temperature & snow covered shoreline. Thank 

you! 
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March 8th 2014 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 
City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach, 3rd beach, pebble beach 

Date March 8th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1143 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 3.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 136 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

136 people came together to improve ocean health by removing debris from the shoreline and 

surrounding areas on March 8th 2014. A beautiful day and a great effort; collectively the 

volunteers removed 1143 pounds of trash from the area covering 2nd Beach, 3rd Beach, Pebble 

Beach and Purgatory Chasm.  This is our 25th cleanup covering the 2nd Beach / 3rd Beach area 

since September 2007 and so far we have removed 9052 pounds of debris. 

 

This was a great event with a diverse group of people coming together to take good care of the 

environment. The Town of Middletown helped out with leaving a dump truck across the street, 

we never imagined feeling it up but after the event a team of people helped to move all the bags 

into the truck. A great partnership, a great event. This ended up being our 2nd largest haul of 

2014. 
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March 16th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Downtown Newport 

Date March 16th  2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 25 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 miles 

Attendance (people) 3 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

This year our St. Patrick’s Day Parade float featured a complete ocean theme with a few cubic 

yards of sand, a seaweed monster and all trash wave and tiki hut from 2014. The next day a 

few folks joined with the amazing efforts of the Newport Environmental and Energy Commission 

and helped to clean up the streets and waterfront areas near the Red Parrot. It is amazing what 

one night of wind can do to transport light objects to the waterfront. 

This was an eye opening experience and set the gears in motion that influencing human 

behavior to reduce the consumption of single-use anything is where we need to put a lot of 

effort in order to improve ocean health. 
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April 12th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Brenton Point State Park 

Date April 12th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 368 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 78 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

As part of the City of Newport Earth Day events and also our annual event on ocean drive we 

conducted a cleanup at Brenton Point State Park. Our first event in 2012 yielded about 10 

pounds per person and this event just 3 years later yielded only 4 pounds per person. It shows 

that we are making significant progress on removing the marine debris from past generations 

and hopefully our presence and work are influencing people to be more conscious with their 

material positions that can so quickly become marine debris. A great job by board members 

Kate and Andrew running the cleanup with help from our resident expert Jon. All around an 

excellent performance by everyone on beautiful Ocean Drive!  
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April 12th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date April 12th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 154 pounds  

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 54 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

In partnership with the City of Newport Earth Day event, the Daffodil Project, Salve Regina 

University graphics art department, we hosted a cleanup at the Cliff Walk at Narragansett 

Avenue with teams spreading out north towards Easton’s Beach and south towards Ruggles 

Avenue. This is a great spot to perform a cleanup on a nice sunny day as lots of tourists see 

the community working together to beautify the shoreline and improve ocean health. Thank you 

to Marty, Drew, Elaine and Melanie for hosting the cleanup and the dozens of volunteered who 

helped out. Many thanks to Empire Tea & Coffee for excellent beverages, Home Depot for 

Paper Bags and most of all the people in the community that came out to take good care of our 

environment. 
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April 13th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Point 

Date April 13th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 260 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 5 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

After 2 events on Saturday not everyone was able to help out, so on Sunday morning a team 

met at Easton’s Point public right of way (Y-1) and performed a coastal cleanup as well as the 

bi-monthly public right of way monitoring which included special attention on erosion and 

invasive species. There was some trash lodged deep into the bushes and a small amount of 

plastics on the rocky shoreline. However, further down the coast there was a large collection of 

marine debris. With the help of 3 people, 2 dogs, property owners who let us venture to the 

coastline thru their yard, we were able to remove 260 pounds of mostly fishing gear, plastic 

bottles and overall trash from the coastline. Nice work by Andy, Chris, Marty and Sue. Thank 

you! This coastline is one of the two areas where COA took its initial steps, it is always special 

to come back here and take good care of the coastline. 
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April 24th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (West End) 

Date April 24th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 90 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 60 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 6 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Just two weeks after the City of Newport Earth Day the actual Earth Day occurred and we 

partnered with Salve Regina University environmental club and performed a coastal cleanup 

on a portion of Sachuest Beach. It was pretty interesting to see what we found considering that 

a coastal cleanup had occurred 2 weeks prior. What it shows is that if you keep digging, you’ll 

find that there is plenty of stuff leftover from man-kind from previous years and even worse is 

that new trash already started to re-appear. Fortunately with a great team effort we took further 

action to beautify our coastline and improve ocean health. Thank you to Salve for being such a 

great partner! 
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April 24th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (East End) 

Date April 24th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 115 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

Immediately afterwards we partnered with Forster Orthodontics and cleaned the other side of 

Sachuest beach and found an equally impressive amount of marine debris. Thank you to the 

Town of Middletown for helping with waste removal and for Forster Orthodontics doing the right 

thing on Earth Day! 
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May 4th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Barrington, Rhode Island 

Location Police Cove 

Date May 4th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 470 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 miles 

Attendance (people) 26 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

To help the cub scouts earn their environmental badge we hosted a coastal cleanup and an 
education event on habitat conservation (thank you Audubon). It was an AWESOME 
experience to work with the kids and take good care of a coastline that is seen by many but 
cleaned by just a few. Thank you to Amy for the opportunity to make this happen and Kate who 
helped with the waste removal coordination. 



 

P
ag

e
1

3
2

 

May 10th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Kings Beach Fishing Area 

Date May 10th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 368 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 36 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 
In partnership with the DEM and Bureo Skateboards we hosted an all-day event to share the 

innovative ways that Bureo is recycling fishing gear into skateboards. We removed a good amount 

of trash from Kings Beach Fishing Area, this was our first real effort purely focused on this location. 

Check out the results of June and July to see how much of an impact we had based on this event. 

Thank you to David from Bureo and Andrew and Marty for making this happen, and Bruce from 

DEM! 
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May 12th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Third Beach 

Date May 12th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 250 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Embrace Home Loans stepped up to the plate for a week of Community Service as part of their 

Corporate Social Responsibility platform. It is great to see the team in action! Our first event 

was at Third Beach and we removed a huge amount of stuff considering the beach looked 

spotless! Great work to everyone involved, a great group of people and lots of positive energy. 

Mother nature probably laughed at the jokes shared along the way! Thank you to Home Depot 

for providing bags and the Town of Middletown for helping with waste removal. 
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May 13th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Valley Road 

Date May 13th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 115 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 15 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Embrace Home Loans stepped up to the plate for a week of Community Service as part of their 

Corporate Social Responsibility platform. It is great to see the team in action! Our 2nd event was 

along the roadway of Valley Road in Middletown. We started at Easton’s Point Pub (thank you 

Ken for helping with waste removal) and ventured almost to the intersection of Green End 

Avenue. With the vegetation growing back at a fierce rate, we did our best to clean the area 

before the trash gets swept into the watershed and eventually the ocean. Great job! 
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May 13th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Atlantic Beach Club 

Date May 13th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 40 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 22 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

This was the day we all met Bob the Turtle! In partnership with Cluny School (Thank you Julie!) 

and the 3rd grade class (Thank you Brittany!) we hosted an environmental education day with 

a coastal cleanup and an education event on habitat conservation. One of the features included 

an obstacle course that showed the challenges of habitat loss using hula hoops. A short while 

later we found Bob the Turtle trying to travel from the Park back to the Moat. Thanks to our 

friends at Norman Bird Sanctuary who identified the turtle, the students who gave him his name, 

we were able to move the turtle back to the Moat. A great experience for everyone. Education 

is the most important vehicle for sharing our message of protecting the environment and this 

was a huge boost to keep going in that direction. Thank you to Home Depot for providing bags 

and the Town of Middletown with waste removal. 
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May 15th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Pebble Beach 

Date May 15th  2014 

Duration (minutes) 90 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 135 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Embrace Home Loans stepped up to the plate for a week of Community Service as part of their 

Corporate Social Responsibility platform. It is great to see the team in action! For this event we 

ventured northward to Pebble Beach, most folks had never seen this coastline and it is definitely 

a gem of Aquidneck Island. So much fishing gear washes ashore along with shoes from the 

container that fell overboard in the late 1980s’.  A great team effort, people working together 

taking good care of the environment! 
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May 15th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Sandy Point 

Date May 15th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 90 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 95 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 12 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Embrace Home Loans stepped up to the plate for a week of Community Service as part of their 

Corporate Social Responsibility platform. It is great to see the team in action! At the same time 

as the Pebble Beach event, we also hosted a group of folks at Sandy Point in Portsmouth. With 

proper identification of the Asbestos tiles before the event, the team did a great job collecting 

all sorts of small to medium size marine debris that collects on this pristine shoreline. This was 

a great effort by Embrace Home Loans and we are thankful for the Town of Portsmouth for 

helping with waste removal. 
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May 24th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport & Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Brenton & Beavertail Point, Fort Adams & 

Wetherill 

Date May 24th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 707 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 4.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

AWESOME! In 2013 we put up a full booth and collected 10 pounds of trash at Fort Adams on 

a raw weather weekend to help the Atlantic Cup (presented by 11th Hour Racing).  We decided 

that day that the next year we would clean the entire coastline. So in 2014 we partnered with 

Save The Bay, Surf Rider, Aquidneck Land Trust and Clean Bays and hosted simultaneous 

cleanups at 4 locations and removed over 700 pounds of marine debris. This is quite impressive 

considering that April is earth month and also that in May there is lots of vegetation hiding 

shoreline debris. Too many people to thank, so many people helped to make this an awesome 

event. Sailing, Surfing, enjoying time near the ocean, just about any ocean activity is something 

we will work to make sure it can continue for future generations. Thank you Julianna & Hugh 

for believing in the course wide cleanup, we’re ready for 2016! 
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May 29th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date May 29th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 30pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 16 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

The AFTER5 program was a huge success in 2013 so without a doubt we continued it into 

2014. What made it even better was that Bob and Bert committed to leading the program thru 

the entire summer. On this day we made a solid effort on the beach and nearby fishing area 

and removed 30 pounds of marine debris. Welcome to summer 2014! 
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May 30th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach 

Date May 30th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 15 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 17 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Our good friends at the MET school reached out to help then with a coastal cleanup and surely 

we helped out with a good effort at Easton’s Beach. 15 pounds of marine debris is not a huge 

haul, but of the 332 items collected there were 139 cigarette butts. A great day to work with the 

next generation of leaders and share the process of improving ocean health and the problems 

of marine debris. 
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June 5th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date June 5th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 23 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Not every day in June is a beautiful beach day but cloudy skies and comfortable temperatures 

still allows for a successful team effort to improve ocean health. Bert, Ruth, Mike, Elizabeth, 

Travis, local and Dave worked together to scour the beach and found lots of fishing gear and 

plastic of all kinds. A great start to the AFTER5 program for the summer of 2014! 
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June 10th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Marine Avenue Beach & Cliff Walk 

Date June 10th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 112 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Genentech contacted us through Save the Bay for a community service project during their 

annual outing at the Marriott. They helped to donate an awesome set of grabbers which we 

used for the entire season. A team of 13 people covered from Ruggles Avenue to 2nd tunnel as 

part of our effort to beautify the cliff walk after the final repairs. We found a dead shark, lots of 

fishing gear and a couple big bags of trash. A great team effort to improve ocean health. 
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June 12th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Kings Beach Fishing Area 

Date June 12th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 90 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 576 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 17 

Pictures 
 

 
Summary 
 

In partnership with Cambridge Associates we hosted a community service coastal cleanup at 

Kings Beach Fishing Area. We split into teams with a focus on the beach, roadway and a single 

net that weighed over 500 pounds. 90 minutes late we finished our mission and the beautiful 

coastline is one step ready to being in near pristine condition. 
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June 12th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date June 12th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 20 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

Clouds and cool air doesn’t stop the AFTER5 program and without fail Bert and Ruth led the 

efforts with Sara and Travis helping out. Another good effort! 
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June 19th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date June 19th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 40 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 17 

Picture 

 
 

Summary 
 

In partnership with Sailors for the Sea we continued onward with our AFTER5 program and a 

sunny afternoon and removed 40 pounds of small to medium size marine debris from the 

shoreline and nearby fishing area. A great team effort once again. 
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June 26th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date June 26th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 20 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 12 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

AFTER5 program continues and some new folks got involved and we hauled away 60 pounds 

of debris including a vast amount of cigarette butts and an uptick in toys. Great work by Bob, 

Bert and Ruth for leading the effort and all the new folks that got involved after seeing everyone 

else helping out. 
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June 28th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date June 28th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 47 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 17 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

In partnership with Rhody Surf and Save The Bay we helped with the 3rd annual Sloppy Second 

Beach cleanup and a sizeable team on a sunny Saturday removed 47 pounds of marine debris. 

Here are Bobby’s parents do their part. Good job by everyone! 
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July 3rd 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date July 3rd 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 42 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 16 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

A beautiful summery day and happy to have a big team helping out! Our friends from Bike 

Newport and Flat Waves helped out to improve ocean health. Just amazing how much stuff 

people leave on the beach on such a nice day. You would think that a good day at the beach 

would be something you want to protect. This is why our marine debris program focuses on 

education and outreach as well as removal.  One cleanup at a time, we will fix this problem! 
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July 10th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date July 10th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 45 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 
The unofficial core values for Clean Ocean Access are FUN, EASY and IMPACTFUL. Our AFTER5 

program is just that, people get together and make a great impact on the environment, the process 

itself is easy and everyone has a good time. Friendships are made at the coastline, people 

connecting with nature. Good stuff all around! 
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July 17th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date July 17th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 136 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 
Bob, Bert and Ruth helping to lead the efforts once again! The AFTER5 program gets into a regular 

smooth operating machine by July, everyone knows what is going on and people show up, help out 

and work together to improve ocean health. A huge amount of trash was removed from the fishing 

area on the rocks off of Purgatory Chasm. 
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July 22nd 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Kings Beach Fishing Area 

Date July 22nd 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 23 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 28 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

In partnership with Roger Williams University we hosted a cleanup at Kings Beach Fishing Area on 

Ocean Drive and welcomed a large group of Chinese Exchange students. The students reported 

“this place looks so beautiful, in China the ocean is yellow”. By the end of the effort the students 

acknowledged “even though it looks so nice, there is still a lot of trash on the shoreline”. This was a 

great team effort, thank you to Courtenay and Kathy and Lola for helping with the efforts! We even 

found the COA donation bowl that you might see at some of our events! 
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July 24th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date July 24th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 55 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

As the summer progressed more people came out and more attention was put on the real-time 

inspection of the marine debris. So much of what is found is from the same day, people just leaving 

straws and cups and foam containers all over the place. Fortunately, 11 people worked hard and 

removed 55 pounds of refuse from the shoreline. 
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July 31st 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date July 31st 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 42 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 6 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Same awesome team, one week later! This time we decided to showcase the shoes and shovels 

left on the beach. The shovels are explainable, kids accidently left them behind. The shoes… not 

so much. How can you go to the beach and forget to take home your slipper! 
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August 6th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date August 6th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 45 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 4 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

This was our first coastal cleanup at Pheasant Drive Beach. A resident contacted the town and 

asked about cleanups at this location and they directed her to us. We decided to take a look at 

the spot and this seems like a perfect fit for starting our 2014 initiative of increasing coastal 

cleanups in the Portsmouth area. Following the model of the AFTER5 program, we set a time 

and just like that we were on our way to taking good care of this coastline. With plush vegetation 

and ample prickle bushes it was quite difficult to find (or see) all the trash, but after a short 

period of time we realized that we’d be heading back to Pheasant Drive Beach for months to 

come. A great effort, so cool how this all came together. Thank you Rachel! 
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August 7th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date August 7th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 51 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

The AFTER5 cleanup continued into August with Bert leading the show! This day we had Matt 

Sheley from the Newport Daily News develop an article about our program and he got some 

great input from Gretchen and Tyson. The weather was pretty wild, hail and lightning and a 

rainbow all within one hour! The event featured our first find of an electronic cigarette cartridge 

 along with a handful of shovels and the typical debris we unfortunately find on the beach. 

Fortunately, 61 pounds were removed. 
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August 13th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date August 13th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 47 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 2 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

The weather wasn’t too cooperative this day with rain and wind almost all day. Nevertheless, a 

die-hard team of two ventured to the coastline and found all sorts of stuff. Some of it was from 

the a while ago and some was brand new, the latter of which was most concerning. Abundance 

of fishing gear, beer bottles and plastic and all sorts of Styrofoam pieces. Lots of work ahead, 

but after 60 minutes we hauled away 47 pounds of marine debris that will never enter the ocean. 
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August 14th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date August 14th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 60 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

A beautiful day at 2nd beach, looked spotless at 5PM but to our surprise (somewhat) we still 

managed to remove a fair amount of marine debris from the shoreline. A few new folks got 

involved, Bert and Bob led the show and we continued to build a collection of shovels. Thanks 

to everyone who helps out with the AFTER5 program including the Town of Middletown for 

waste removal. 



 

P
ag

e
1

5
8

 

August 20th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date August 20th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 61 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 3 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

3 weeks in a row and 3 people this day removed 60 pounds of marine debris. We are now 

realizing this is a large shoreline with trash in all sorts of places. Fortunately Sue, Leslie and 

Dave put in a great effort and they actually passed out some bags to some people coming down 

to the beach. Maybe that is the secret, we need to provide bags to everyone! 
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August 21st 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date August 21st 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 42 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

A solid team covered the beach this day and we removed 42 pounds of marine debris. Brian 

showed is the new garbage can, AWESOME! Nothing new to report, the same collection of all 

sorts of stuff. The data set is incredible, thanks to Travis and Nicole with entering all the data 

in the spreadsheet, Bert and Bob for running the cleanup and Middletown helping out with 

waste removal. 
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August 27th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date August 27th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 136 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

A team of 7, that is a huge turnout for Pheasant Drive and to no surprise we walked away with 

over 130 pounds of marine debris. It was so much trash that we had to split it among 3 cars to 

remove it all. A great team effort, a beautiful day, all the data recorded and more people seeing 

us taking good care of the environment. Promoting long lasting stewardship starts with taking 

action, that is what we do! 
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August 28th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (Surfers End) 

Date August 28th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 18 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 6 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

The last AFTER5 cleanup of 2014 and a team of 6 removed 18 pounds of marine debris from 

the shoreline. A big shout to all the folks who came out and supported the program. We made 

new friends from South Africa to Alaska and the ocean undoubtedly feels a little better within 

all this trash on its shore. Thanks to Bert, Bob, Ruth, Travis, Nicole and the Town of Middletown 

for helping out every week to make this a reality. 
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September 3rd 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date September 3rd 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 55 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 4 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

A beautiful afternoon in Portsmouth and we made a little more progress further up the coastline 

but there sure is a lot of work remaining once the vegetation dies away. What a great experience 

this August into September working with Rachel, Brian, Gwen, Leslie, Dave and other folks who 

pitched in! We had a good dent in a problem that we never knew existed and we will back to 

finish this and work to protect this coastline forever! 
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September 4th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Kings Park Swim Area 

Date September 4th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 54 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 33 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

In partnership with Sailors For The Sea we were invited to host a marine debris cleanup event 

as part of the NEWPORT FILM special showing of Mission Blue. Over 30 people helped out 

and we collected over a thousand pieces of trash on a beautiful coastline and made the place 

look that much better for the evening event. A few hundred people showed up for the movie 

with a guest appearance by Sylvia Earle and Sheldon Whitehouse. This was a great way to 

end the summer. Thanks to Lola, Amy, Jamie and the entire crew from Sailors For The Sea, 

and of course the entire crew from Newport FILM. 
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September 20th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location McCorrie Point 

Date September 20th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 140 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 52 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

The International coastal cleanup in 2006 was our 1st cleanup and each year it marks the 

unofficial start of our next season of events. To show our commitment to Aquidneck Island we 

hosted seven cleanups on the island. Ocean Conservancy runs the event worldwide and now 

Save The Bay hosts the event in RI, July Lewis did a great job organizing the statewide event 

and we look forward to helping out leading Aquidneck Island for years to come. Here is the 

crew at McCorrie Point, a great team effort, a strong showing from Portsmouth High School. 

We look forward to returning to this coastline, to find this much debris in September, one can 

only imagine what exists under the vegetation. 
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September 20th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Island Park 

Date September 20th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 6 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 1 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

The International coastal cleanup in 2006 was our 1st cleanup and each year it marks the 

unofficial start of our next season of events. To show our commitment to Aquidneck Island we 

hosted seven cleanups on the island. Ocean Conservancy runs the event worldwide and now 

Save The Bay hosts the event in RI, July Lewis did a great job organizing the statewide event 

and we look forward to helping out leading Aquidneck Island for years to come. At Island Park 

we didn’t have a large turnout but the sole captain managed to find all sorts of tiny pieces of 

trash. Next year we will reach out in a better way to get all sorts of folks down to Island Park. 
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September 20th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Sandy Point 

Date September 20th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 114 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

The International coastal cleanup in 2006 was our 1st cleanup and each year it marks the 

unofficial start of our next season of events. To show our commitment to Aquidneck Island we 

hosted seven cleanups on the island. Ocean Conservancy runs the event worldwide and now 

Save The Bay hosts the event in RI, July Lewis did a great job organizing the statewide event 

and we look forward to helping out leading Aquidneck Island for years to come. Here is the 

crew at Sandy Point. We’ve cleaned here before and we’ll be back again. Besides the asbestos 

tiles, we are learning this place is similar to Hull Cove in Jamestown as it seems to catch all the 

trash. Great job to all the kids and adults. Feel good! 
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September 20th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Teddy’s Beach 

Date September 20th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 26 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 miles 

Attendance (people) 2 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

The International coastal cleanup in 2006 was our 1st cleanup and each year it marks the 

unofficial start of our next season of events. To show our commitment to Aquidneck Island we 

hosted seven cleanups on the island. Ocean Conservancy runs the event worldwide and now 

Save The Bay hosts the event in RI, July Lewis did a great job organizing the statewide event 

and we look forward to helping out leading Aquidneck Island for years to come. At Teddy Beach 

we didn’t have a large turnout but the sole captain managed to find hundreds of cigarette butts 

 Next year we will reach out in a better way to get all sorts of folks down to Teddy Beach and 

we are also exploring water quality monitoring in partnerships with RIDOH and hopefully the 

Town of Portsmouth. 
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September 20th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach 

Date September 20th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 208 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 miles 

Attendance (people) 50 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

The International coastal cleanup in 2006 was our 1st cleanup and each year it marks the 

unofficial start of our next season of events. To show our commitment to Aquidneck Island we 

hosted seven cleanups on the island. Ocean Conservancy runs the event worldwide and now 

Save The Bay hosts the event in RI, July Lewis did a great job organizing the statewide event 

and we look forward to helping out leading Aquidneck Island for years to come. Here at Easton’s 

Beach we had a solid turnout with leaderships from our board President Drew Carey, Jamie 

Haines, partnership with STB staff and the welcome annual appearance of Sandra and Sheldon 

Whitehouse. A great team effort. Thanks also to City of Newport for helping with waste removal 

and Empire for providing beverages. 
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September 20th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date September 20th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 180 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 3.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 28 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

The International coastal cleanup in 2006 was our 1st cleanup and each year it marks the 

unofficial start of our next season of events. To show our commitment to Aquidneck Island we 

hosted seven cleanups on the island. Ocean Conservancy runs the event worldwide and now 

Save The Bay hosts the event in RI, July Lewis did a great job organizing the statewide event 

and we look forward to helping out leading Aquidneck Island for years to come. We have 

cleaned the cliff walk dozens of times in the past 8 years so to find 180 pounds of marine debris 

is quite surprising. Andrew and Jon led a great event with people covering the entire 3.5 mile 

walk. No pictures this time, but trust us that it happened! 
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September 20th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Point 

Date September 20th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 140 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 22 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

The International coastal cleanup in 2006 was our 1st cleanup and each year it marks the 
unofficial start of our next season of events. To show our commitment to Aquidneck Island we 
hosted seven cleanups on the island. Ocean Conservancy runs the event worldwide and now 
Save The Bay hosts the event in RI, July Lewis did a great job organizing the statewide event 
and we look forward to helping out leading Aquidneck Island for years to come. At Sachuest 
Point this was not only a great cleanup but it was the baseline effort for the start of the Marine 
Debris Lifecycle Solutions Projects (MDSLP). Steven Sabo did a great job to lead the event. 
Thanks to Empire for Beverages, Home Depot for bags and Sarah at FWS for helping with 
waste removal. Another great event! 
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October 11th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach and Easton's Point 

Date October 11th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 181 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 18 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Despite cool wet weather and fog at the start, we still managed to have a great event in early 

October at Sachuest Beach with all sorts of folks helping to improv ocean health. 175 caps & 

lids, 94 food wrappers, 37 straws and 972 cigarette butts, yes 972 cigarette butts!  Empire Tea 

& Coffee provided great beverages and Andrew and Ian ran a great cleanup. A complete tally 

of the data happened afterwards by Dave at the COA storage area and we found broken 

sewage discs, a sign that what was turned up from 2005/2007 is now starting to fall apart into 

bits and pieces of plastic. Thank you to everyone who helped out! 
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October 18th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Weaver Cove 

Date October 18th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 201 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 17 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Weaver Cove is a beautiful coastline and not too many people know about it so as part of our 

goal of covering the entire island we had a coastal cleanup at this great spot. Our Salve 

partnership included sociology students who are studying human behavior as it relates to 

environmental issues, a really cool addition to our fall activities. 82 plastic bags, a huge tire, 64 

glass bottles and 47 straws shows that the area was in need of a cleanup and our efforts likely 

improved the ecosystem in a qualitative sense. Thanks to everyone who helped out including 

Clint, Andy and Sue. 
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November 4th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach (East End) 

Date November 4th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 60 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 25 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

20 kids ranging in age from 8 to 13 came together to take part in one component of the Clean 

Ocean Access Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Program. Instead of attacking the coastline 

with a mission to remove every piece of trash, the kids were teamed in groups of 2 or 3 with a 

reusable bag and a clipboard and were tasked with finding a single item of marine debris, 

identifying it, talking about alternatives and long term solutions to make sure it doesn’t re-

accumulate on our shorelines. Then the each team counted their footsteps until they found a 

new type of trash and repeated the process. An hour later each team returned with a completed 

list and we talked about the results. One thing the kids made clear was that it was lots of fun, 

easy to do and they all felt good about what they did and learned a lot. Everyone agreed this is 

very important and that a solution of one form or another exists for every type of marine debris 

impacting our coastline and marine habitat. 
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November 8th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton, Rhode Island 

Location South Shore Beach 

Date November 8th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 175 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 44 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

South Shore Beach is an area in Little Compton that every time we pull up to the shoreline it 

looks spotless and each time we leave, we leave it that much cleaner. This year was slightly 

different as it had been 2 years since Hurricane Sandy so we only found 175 pounds of small 

to medium size marine debris. Empire Tea & Coffee provided great refreshments and 

afterwards we headed back to Living Water Surf Shop and had amazing chicken soup around 

the fire. COA would love to expand our entire core programs to Little Compton and our 

dedication to our annual fall event at this location shows that someday it might become a reality. 

Thanks to everyone who helped out, the 12 students from Salve, the 5 students from 

Portsmouth High School, All good. 
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November 15th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Gull Cove Fishing Area 

Date November 15th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1146 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 miles 

Attendance (people) 21 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) performed a coastal cleanup in Portsmouth Rhode Island at Gull 

Cove Fishing Area and 21 people removed 1146 pounds of small to medium size marine debris. 

This was the first time COA performed a marine debris removal activity at this area and is the 

1st phase of their Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Project (MDSLP) program at this location, 

it was also the largest haul this year topping out the Sachuest Beach cleanup from March 8th 

2014 where the group found 1143 pounds of marine debris. For a first time cleanup we come 

prepared to find just about anything and the 3 tires, wall hanger assemblies and hundreds of 

bottles and cigarette butts unfortunately weren’t too surprising. However, finding 31 truck oil 

filters is a sign of illegal dumping. We are confident that our continued presence promoting 

stewardship will have a long-lasting impact of making people realize that we need to take good 

care of natural resources. It is the natural resources that bring us to the coastline, we need to 

treat our coastline like it is part of our family. 
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December 6th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown, Rhode Island 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 6th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 956 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 miles 

Attendance (people) 37 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

Despite the abundance of rain in the forecast we were fortunate to find a 2-hour window to get 

to the shoreline and do our part to improve ocean health. A great team effort including little 

kids and adults took us one step closer to removing 100% of the older marine debris from the 

shoreline and coastal vegetation. There was an area that we’ve worked on for 3 years that had 

bottles and cans from the 70’s and 80’s and we are feeling really good that it is a thing of the 

past.” “Sincere appreciation to the Jamestown Police for allowing for some additional parking 

spots during the effort, Empire Tea & Coffee for providing hot coffee, RPMS for creating 

awesome signs & posters, and a big THANK YOU to Narragansett Café for hosting the cleanup 

crew afterwards and providing excellent clam chowder and chili!. 
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December 13th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Corys Lane 

Date December 13th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 120 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 164 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 miles 

Attendance (people) 18 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

Since the start of this year, COA has performed 14 coastal cleanups in Portsmouth, the total 

effort of 168 volunteers have removed 2,556 pounds of small to medium size marine debris 

from this shoreline. The vacuum cleaner at Pheasant Drive Beach wasn’t expected, after 141 

cleanups I guess we are still going to get some surprises once in a while! We had a goal this 

year to improve shoreline health in Portsmouth and as it turns out our entire schedule of events 

was developed based on the input from local residents who reached out to us. There is a 

tremendous amount of work remaining on the vast coastline in Portsmouth to fix the problems 

of the past, but we are confident that our MDSLP program will create long-lasting stewardship 

and ultimately lead to changes in human behavior so that the newly occurring trash becomes 

a thing of the past. 
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December 13th 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date December 13th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 90 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 320 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 5 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

Since the start of this year, COA has performed 14 coastal cleanups in Portsmouth, the total 

effort of 168 volunteers have removed 2,556 pounds of small to medium size marine debris 

from this shoreline. The vacuum cleaner at Pheasant Drive Beach wasn’t expected, after 141 

cleanups I guess we are still going to get some surprises once in a while! We had a goal this 

year to improve shoreline health in Portsmouth and as it turns out our entire schedule of events 

was developed based on the input from local residents who reached out to us. There is a 

tremendous amount of work remaining on the vast coastline in Portsmouth to fix the problems 

of the past, but we are confident that our MDSLP program will create long-lasting stewardship 

and ultimately lead to changes in human behavior so that the newly occurring trash becomes 

a thing of the past Thanks to Rachel for awesome Chili afterwards!!! 
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December 31st 2014 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date December 13th 2014 

Duration (minutes) 90 minutes 

Trash Removed (pounds) 320 pounds   

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 miles 

Attendance (people) 5 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 

 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) performed an impromptu coastal cleanup along 100 feet of 

coastline at Fort Adams State Park, Newport Rhode Island on December 31st 2014 where 6 

people removed 245 pounds of small to medium size marine debris as part of the Marine Debris 

Solutions Lifecycle Project (MDSLP) program.  It was great to see an impromptu event come 

together to end 2014 and we look forward to making more progress at Fort Adams in the coming 

months to beautify the shoreline and improve ocean health in preparation for the Volvo Ocean 

Race in May. There is a tremendous amount of work ahead of us for the removal of existing 

marine debris however just as much effort will be put towards education and solutions. We are 

confident that our MDSLP (removal) program and SCAIP (education) program will create long-

lasting stewardship and ultimately lead to changes in human behavior so that the newly 

occurring trash becomes a thing of the past. 
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January 1, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island  

Location Easton’s Beach  

Date January 1, 2015  

Duration (minutes) 240  

Trash Removed (pounds) 75  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4  

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures

 

Summary 
 
The first clean up of 2015 was a major success! 20 individuals joined COA at Easton’s Beach 

after the annual Polar Plunge occurred, where we found debris of all kinds. The plungers were 

obviously preparing for the cold swim by drinking and smoking, as there were 32 beverage 

containers and 94 cigarette filters left scattered on the beach. We also came across a lot of 

firework debris due to the New Year’s festivities. The morning was brisk, but the team did a great 

job picking up after individuals who celebrated the community’s celebratory swim welcoming the 

new year. We are hoping that through our clean ups, the people who are enjoying the ocean 

activities will learn to clean up after themselves.   
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January 10, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Burma Road/ Greene Lane  

Date January 10, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120  

Trash Removed (pounds) 1,089  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3  

Attendance (people) 16 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

Although the weather was a little chilly, 16 people put their hoods up and carried out yet another 

beach clean up. More impressively, we managed to collect 1,089 pounds of debris that day, 

and came across some bazaar materials. We found a toilet, a television, a futon, a box spring, 

diapers and many more miscellaneous items. The group also found 83 plastic bags, which 

encourages our drive to ban the plastic bag throughout Aquidneck Island. Finding such strange 

items, it made us believe that the area was once used for illegal dumping. 
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January 17, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island  

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date January 17, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120  

Trash Removed (pounds) 2,079  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5  

Attendance (people) 13 

Pictures  

 

Summary 

  

As part of the Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Project Program, COA performed a beach 

clean up at Pheasant Drive Beach. The weather did not discourage people, as it was a chilly 

January day, but instead encouraged the group to move quickly and find a lot of random debris. 

13 people from all over the state removed 2,079 pounds of debris, which is an impressive 

amount. We found 27 tires, 31 plastic bags, 100 pull-tabs, and lots more. Thank you to everyone 

for sticking it through!  
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February 7, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Easton’s Beach  

Date February 7, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120  

Trash Removed (pounds) 110  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8  

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Summary 

  

24 volunteers removed 110 pounds of small to medium size marine debris at this beach clean 

up. The beach was cleaned five weeks ago after the Polar Plunge, so it was a big surprise by 

how much debris was collected this time around. The group came across 47 plastic bags and 

8 bags of dog waste. 81 cigarette butts were found. A lot of debris was found in the rocks, which 

must have washed up and mixed in with the snow. It was a very cold day, but thank you to 

Empire Tea, we had hot cocoa to keep us warm.  
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February 14, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Location Gull Cove Fishing Area 

Date February 14, 2016  

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 118  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5  

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

Snow doesn’t stop us here at COA! The ground was covered by 10-30 inches of snow and ice, 

but that didn’t stop this beach clean up from happening. On this chilly February afternoon, 11 

people worked together to collect 118 pounds of debris. Another thanks to Empire Tea for 

providing us with hot cocoa and keeping us warm, and help motivate us! We removed hundreds 

of pieces of debris such as cigarette butts, food wrappers, cans, car tires, single-use plastic 

bottles and lots more. Very impressive work for such cold weather conditions! Next time we’ll 

need snowshoes instead of boots.  
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March 7, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown, Rhode Island 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date March 7, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120  

Trash Removed (pounds) 107  

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2  

Attendance (people) 28 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

This was another cold, but very successful beach cleanup! 28 volunteers, students and locals, 

met at Sachuest Beach and gathered 107 pounds of debris that was buried under the snow and 

seaweed. We spread out all of the debris found, and sorted through it. We found debris of all 

kinds, from sunglasses to plastic wristbands. One volunteer stated, “we are a plastic throwaway 

society, it needs to change.” 
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March 22, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth, Rhode Island  

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date March 22, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 150  

Trash Removed (pounds) 530  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5  

Attendance (people) 9 

Pictures  

 

Summary 

  

What a great beach clean up! 9 people removed 530 pounds of debris from Pheasant Drive 

Beach on this brisk March evening. We managed to remove 1,363 pieces of debris from the 

shoreline and coastal vegetation. Some interesting items that we came across were 2 

backpacks, 1 tent, 1 shovel, 1 headlamp, 1 flashlight and a massive piece of foam. With all of 

our findings, it looked like it was once a camper’s dream location when shopping for their gear.   

  

 

 

  



 

P
ag

e
1

8
7

 

April 11, 2015  

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport, Rhode Island 

Location Fort Adams State Park  

Date April 11th, 18th and 25th  

Duration (minutes) 150  

Trash Removed (pounds) 1,504 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 

Attendance (people) 207 

Pictures 

 

 

Summary 

207 volunteers joined COA over the course of three days in April to help clean the shoreline of 

the state park in time for the North American Stopover of the Volvo Ocean Race in May. The 

primary purpose of the clean up was to ensure that Fort Adams would be in its best conditions 

for the spectators and boats arrival. The Volvo Race was a major event for Newport and brought 

in people from all over the world, so it was extremely important to make sure the area was clean 

of debris. Over the three days we managed to gather 1,504 pounds of debris. We found 665 

old cigarettes, 742 food wrappers, 580 plastic beverage containers, 669 plastic bags and much 

more. One of the most prominent debris was dog waste. So for all you dog owners who enjoy 

the park, don’t forget to bag it, and make sure it makes it into the garbage. Thanks to all our 

volunteers for helping our park get ready for one of its biggest events. Now lets keep it that way!  

 

  



 

P
ag

e
1

8
8

 

April 18, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Gull Cove Fishing Area 

Date April 18, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 150  

Trash Removed (pounds) 2,545  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7  

Attendance (people) 71 

Pictures  

 

Summary 

  

On April 18th, COA joined with students from RISD at Gull Cove Fishing Area for a beach clean up 

as an Earth Day Event. 71 people gathered and removed 2,545 pounds of debris. There was great 

energy and laughter while we searched the cove and discovered all kinds of debris. As it was Earth 

Day, the conversations were deep and insightful, which encouraged a very thorough clean up of the 

area. We found a lot of glass and metal pieces, and had to be careful when properly disposing them. 

It’s great having the younger generation join us and we hope that they continue to spread the word 

and help clean our beaches and protect our oceans!  
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April 22, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date April 22, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120  

Trash Removed (pounds) 97  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7  

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

As spring approaches the weather is getting much nicer! This beach clean up was carried out 

on the Cliff Walk, which is one of Newport’s main attractions. With that being said, we were 

surprised by the amount of debris we came across, as we thought the community would keep 

it clean for our guests. (But then again maybe they are bringing it in). The 11 of us found some 

pretty interesting items, just to name a few- a plastic curling iron, a tennis ball, a street sign, a 

fertilizer bag and 20lbs of wood. For only covering 0.7 miles of the Cliff Walk, that is a surprising 

amount of debris!  
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April 29, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth  

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date April 29, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120  

Trash Removed (pounds) 55  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5  

Attendance (people) 32 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

It is always so great to see the younger generation helping out! On April 29, we had 32 

volunteers combing Pheasant Drive Beach for debris, most of who were under the age of 10 

and doing a fantastic job. Cleaning the beach is kind of like a treasure hunt, so it’s an easy and 

educational activity for parents to do with their children. So we encourage all families to get out 

there and do their own beach clean ups. That day we managed to remove 55 pounds of debris, 

leaving the beach in a much healthier state than before.  
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May 22, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Brenton’s Point State Park  

Date May 22, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 90  

Trash Removed (pounds) 115  

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2  

Attendance (people) 49 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

COA teamed with Saint Andrews School for a Community Service Event on April 22. There 

were 49 volunteers who helped remove 49 pounds of debris from Brenton’s Point State Park, 

which is a very popular area for tourists during the summer months. We found a pipe, glass 

shards, fireworks, trash bags full of trash, a beach chair, a kite and much more. This was a 

great event for COA, as education is one of our main missions, and having kids contribute to 

keeping our beaches clean is always a positive step in the right direction.  
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May 28, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown  

Location Sachuest Beach, Surfers End, After5 Beach 

Clean Ups 

Date May 28, 2015 to September 3, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 5-6 PM  

Trash Removed (pounds) 559  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4  

Attendance (people) 303 

Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

 

Over the course of the 2015 summer, COA hosted 16 After 5pm beach clean ups. Every 

Thursday at 5 o’clock a team of us would set up a stand and wait for our regulars and new 

volunteers to show up to help clean the beach for an hour. Over the weeks we collected debris 

of all kind, and removed a total of 559 pounds (very impressive). Through these weekly beach 

clean ups COA encourages our community to join and support our efforts in protecting and 

preserving our coastal shores for present and future generations. Surfers End has always been 

a hot spot for locals in Newport, and it is imperative that we keep the beaches to sustain the 

tradition. 
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June 11, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Sachuest Point 

Date June 11, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 90  

Trash Removed (pounds) 40  

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5  

Attendance (people) 15 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

15 volunteers helped remove 40 pounds of trash from Sachuest Point on June 11. We covered 

the entire area, including the bushes and the roadside, making sure to remove all debris in 

sight. We removed 12 glass bottles, 5 plastic bottles, two diapers, a large piece of metal and a 

lot of plastic. It’s always interesting to see what we come across, and we are hoping that through 

our clean ups people will start to take on the responsibility of picking up after themselves and 

properly dispose their waste.  

 

  

June 24, 2015 
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Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Block Island 

Location Benson Beach, North Point, Andy’s Way 

Date June 24, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 60  

Trash Removed (pounds) 65  

Coastline covered (miles) 1.6  

Attendance (people) 15  

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

COA hosted three different beach clean ups on Block Island on June 24. Collectively they 

removed 65 pounds from the various areas. 15 community members found debris of all sorts, 

like fireworks, sunscreen bottle, an inhaler, baby wipes and a pacifier. From the three areas, 

they found a total of 62 balloons. A simple way to eliminate this is to stop using balloons, or only 

use them for special occasions, and then properly dispose of them.   

 

  

 

 

June 25, 2015 
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Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown  

Location Pebble Beach 

Date June 25, 2015  

Duration (minutes) 60  

Trash Removed (pounds) 40  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1   

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

11 kids from the Endless Summer Program joined COA for a beach clean up at Pebble Beach 

on June 25. They removed 40 pounds of debris, and found lots of interesting material. They 

found 1 pacifier, aluminum, a pair of scissors, 2 glasses, 6 zipties, a steel pipe, 65 pieces of 

miscellaneous foam, and 24 cigarette filters. A crazy amount of debris, considering we only 

covered 0.1 miles of the beach.  
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July 8, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth  

Location Cory’s Lane  

Date July 8, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 60  

Trash Removed (pounds) 95  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5  

Attendance (people) 20  

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

Endless Summer Program joined us again on July 8th at Cory’s Lane, and covered 0.5 miles. 

We had 20 kids remove 95 pounds of debris that day. The things we came across were very 

unusual, and the kids were taken by surprise, making it a very educational experience. We 

found 26 foam cups, 1 backpack, a grill, a motor, a toaster oven and a measuring tape. “How 

does this end up here!” the kids continued to say. They got very into the clean up, and really 

seemed to get the message about reducing personal waste and disposing of debris properly.  
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July 14, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location King’s Beach Fishing Area 

Date July 14, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 90 

Trash Removed (pounds) 80  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4  

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

In partnership with the Roger Williams University International Exchange Program, COA hosted 

a cleanup at King’s Beach Fishing Area. This is our second time conducting a cleanup with this 

group, and was yet another great team effort. 42 students removed 80 pounds of trash, and 

were very surprised by the amount and the findings, as when they first arrived to the beach they 

thought it was very beautiful and clean compared to the beaches that they are used to. The 

students were all very into it, and are looking forward to next summer’s event. Thanks so much 

for all your help!  
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July 14, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Ann Street Pier  

Date July 14, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 60  

Trash Removed (pounds) 500  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1  

Attendance (people) 2 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

Newport Maritime Alliance partnered with Clean Ocean Access and the Newport Waterfront 

Commission to establish a Newport Harbor Cleanup that focuses on the removal of submerged, 

floating and shoreline debris in the harbor. On July 14, two divers from the Dive Shop, worked 

with Oldport Marine Services to perform the initial clean up at the harbor bottom at Ann Street 

Pier. The data collected is going to be used to build the project plan for the overall harbor clean 

up, which will help to educate the community and instill and promote environmental 

stewardship.  
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August 25, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown  

Location Sachuest Beach, Surfers End 

Date August 25, 2015  

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 140 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

COA joined Rhody Surf this week at Surfer’s End for their 4th annual summer beach cleanup.  

Rhody Surf is a big supporter of COA, and hosts a beach clean up once a year, and this year it 

happened to land on one of our After5 Cleanups, so we teamed up. 42 people removed 140 

pounds of debris, and had a great time doing it. It was a major success for everyone involved. 

Big thanks to those who showed up!   

 

 

 

 

 



 

P
ag

e
2

0
0

 

August 26, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown  

Location Sachuest Point 

Date August 26, 2015  

Duration (minutes) 90 

Trash Removed (pounds) 27 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 

Attendance (people) 9 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

On August 26, COA joined Fidelity Bank and hosted a beach clean up as a community service 

event. 9 people removed 26 plastic bottles, 19 plastic bags, 50 food wrappers, 39 pieces of 

fishing line, newspapers, band-aids and other debris. It was a beautiful day for a beach cleanup.  
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September 1, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Easton’s Beach 

Date September 1, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 42 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 50 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

This was COA’s first go with hosting the ‘Jaw’s For A Cause,’ at Easton’s Beach. The purpose 

was to get the community involved and bring awareness to the evolution that humans have 

hunted these creatures for decades, and now continue to pollute their habitat. 50 people 

showed up with their homemade fins ready to conduct a beach clean and a splashmob, but 

ironically we could not swim due to the water testing from the prior day that showed large 

amounts of bacteria, leading to the closing of the beach. So instead we did the splashmob on 

the beach and everyone layed on the sand to represent the sharks and other sea species that 

are being negatively impacted by human’s actions, and mistreatment to the ocean.  
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September 5, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Castle Hill Rocks  

Date September 5, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 60 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

Castle Hill is a go to spot for a delicious lunch with an amazing view, but did you think the rocks 

that contribute to this experience would be so full of debris? On September 5, COA checked it 

out and conducted a beach cleanup, where 7 volunteers collected 60 pounds of debris. We 

removed plastic water bottles, caps, cans and even beach toys! Even the nicest looking places 

are being impacted by waste. So make sure to leave no trace!  
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September 19, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Easton’s Beach, King’s Park Swim Area, 

Sachuest Point, Weaver Cove, Ledge Road and 

Bailey’s Beach 

Date September 19, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 300 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 

Attendance (people) 79 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

As part of the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC), which occurs once a year, COA completed 

several clean ups throughout Aquidneck Island. We held six different beach clean ups, where 

79 volunteers went to one of the six beaches and removed a total of 300 pounds. We found 

everything from paper and plastic bags, balloons, straws, food wrappers and much more. Some 

of the stranger items were 17 gloves, batteries, tin foil, a couple of fishing poles, towels, dog 

waste, a tennis ball, socks, and various articles of clothing. The ICC is run by a nonprofit 

organization based out of Washington D.C., and shares the same mission of keeping our 

oceans clean for present and future generations.  
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October 10, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date October 10, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 336 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 

Attendance (people) 47 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

We removed a large amount of debris this day! 47 volunteers removed 336 pounds of debris 

from Sachuest Beach. We found plastic gloves, bricks, balloons, sunglasses, golf balls, pipe 

installations and a lot more. It’s crazy to see what people bring with them to the beach, and 

leave at the beach.  
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November 7, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton 

Location Taylor’s Lane 

Date November 7, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 239 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 

Attendance (people) 23 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

Fall is coming in quick and cold! Luckily, Empire Tea provided us with refreshments to keep the 

chill off. On November 7th, 23 people removed 239 pounds from Taylor’s Lane. A large amount 

of the debris we discovered was mixed in with the vegetation on the beach, so we had to sift 

through the seaweed, but still found a surprising amount. The beaches in Little Compton are 

some of the best, so lets keep them that way.  
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November 14, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Cory’s Lane 

Date November 14, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 638 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.2 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

To the average visitor, Cory’s Lane looks free of debris, but if you take a closer look there is a 

lot to be found. During our beach clean up on November 14th, 42 of our volunteers removed 

638 pounds of garbage. We found 2 chain-link fences, shards of glass, pieces of metal, many 

cigarette filters, food wrappers, utensils, plastic bottles, cans and other debris that doesn’t 

belong. The debris was scattered all over, but wasn’t hard to miss. Great job everyone for finding 

and removing most of it.  
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November 14, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location McAllister Point 

Date November 14, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 50 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 4 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

Another chilly day, but we still had 4 volunteers work hard to clear up McAllister Point. We found 

all the classics, like 26 plastic bags, 2 paper bags, 14 plastic bottles, 28 utensils, 2 pieces of 

cardboard, 6 ropes, 2 light bulbs and other debris. In all, we removed 50 pounds of debris. Not 

only were the views great, but the surf looked promising.  
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November 25, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date November 25, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 62 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 22 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

 

COA teamed with Beach Rhody Squash for a community service beach cleanup on November 

25th. We absolutely love and appreciate having the younger generation join our clean ups. Our 

mission is all about future generations, so it is awesome to see them honing environmental 

stewardship skills at such a young age. Past generations have left them a lot of work! We 

collected 16 bags of dog poop, 2 pairs of goggles, 48 cigarettes, rope, and other debris that 

surprised the kids. Great to see them getting so involved!  
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December 5, 2015 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown 

Location Hull Cove 

Date December 5, 2015 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 600 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 

Attendance (people) 51 

Pictures 

 

Summary 

  

Our last beach clean up of 2015! What a great year it has been. A HUGE thank you to everyone 

who joined COA and contributed to the preservation, protection and conservation of our shores. 

You are heroes, keeping up the excellent work. For our last cleanup we found the usual, plus 

pieces of metal, a blanket, golf balls, a vacuum tube, bricks, leather, glass and other debris. We 

removed 600 pounds! Great job everyone.  
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January 2,2016 

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date 1/2/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 203 

Coastline covered (miles) 1 

Attendance (people) 41 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 
Our clean up at Easton’s Beach on January 2 was a huge success. Thank you to all volunteers 

for participating on this cold winter day! We cleaned up 203 pounds of debris, mainly including 

cigarette butts, food wrappers, and plastic bags. Special thank you to the young members of our 

community that participated in making a difference that will benefit their future ocean activities. 

Thank you to Empire Tea & Coffee for keeping us going with warm, delicious beverages! 
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January 8, 2016 

 

  

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Midway Pier South 

Date 1/8/2016 

Duration (minutes) 90 

Trash Removed (pounds) 273 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1  

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 
On January 8, 11 volunteers removed an impressive 273 pounds of debris from Midway Pier 

South on Burma Road. This spot is popular amongst people who enjoy pulling over to watch the 

sunset or sit by the water. This area will eventually transfer from Military land to public land so it 

is super important that we start to protect, preserve and maintain the health of the shoreline. It 

is also important to keep this location clean, as it is directly overlooking the ocean. Eventually, 

all debris would have made its way to the ocean if we hadn’t been there to clean it up. Thank 

you to all that were involved. 
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January 9, 2016 

 

  

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth  

Location Weaver Cove 

Date 1/9/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1,248 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 
This January clean up at Weaver Cove in Portsmouth was a massive success! It also leads to 
some interesting discoveries. Our 20 volunteers removed an astonishing 1,248 pounds of 
debris! Most of which was likely left over from New Year’s celebrations, as we found fireworks, 
cups, and bottles. As for the unusual items, we cleaned up TVs, tires and a mattress. Weaver 
cove is beautiful coastline and this cleanup shows that a big component of the marine debris 
issue is illegal dumping. Thank you to all who helped remove these heaps of debris. 
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January 30, 2016 

 

  

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Marine Avenue Beach 

Date 1/30/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 17 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1 

Attendance (people) 6 

Pictures 

  

Summary 
 
This was another great event by the Salve Regina University Protect Our Wildlife Club. On 
January 30, six Clean Ocean Access volunteers removed 17 pounds of debris from Marine 
Avenue Beach in Newport. Within the hour, volunteers covered 0.1 miles of coastline. COA 
has hosted five cleanup events at this location, and removed a total of 182 pounds of debris 
from this location since 2014. We are grateful to have such dedicated volunteers willing to 
improve ocean health on this cold winter’s day.  
 

 



 

P
ag

e
2

1
4

 

January 31, 2016 

 

  

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport  

Location Fort Adams 

Date 1/31/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 550 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 

Attendance (people) 65 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 
On the last day of January, 65 volunteers removed 550 pounds of debris from Fort Adams State 

Park in partnership with Sail Newport and the Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Project funded 

by 11th Hour Racing. In less than two hours, we covered over a mile of shoreline and found a lot 

of debris ranging from metal and to almost micro plastic. There were also larger plastic sleds 

that could have been challenging for those sail boats to avoid if they had made their way to the 

ocean. Thank you to all our volunteers for closing out the month of January strong. COA couldn’t 

make this impact without you! 
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January 31, 2016 

 

  

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location McAllister Point  

Date 1/31/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 58 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4  

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 
McAllister Point has been adopted by the Newport Naval Hospital, as they are participants of 
the Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Project (MDSLP).  On January 31, eight volunteers 
cleaned up 0.8 miles of coastline at McAllister Point in Newport. The small to medium sized 
debris consisted of metal and plastic, which is luckily recyclable! Clean Ocean Access 
volunteers have removed a total of 1,031 pounds of debris from McAllister Point since 2015.  
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February 6, 2016 

 

  

Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date 2/6/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 90 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8  

Attendance (people) 37 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

Our February 6 clean up at Sachuest Beach was a cold one! A total of 37 awesome volunteers 

bundled up and cleaned up. They removed a total of 90 pounds of debris from the snowy beach. 

We cleaned mostly bottles and plastic, and one broken fishing pot. These pots are not an 

ongoing issue, but they do show up every now and again. Special thank you to Alex Brown and 

Evan Barry for leading the cleanup, and Empire Tea & Coffee for providing the hot beverages 

while we scoured the beach for debris! 
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February 13, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Gull Cove 

Date 2/13/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 585 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4  

Attendance (people) 4 

Pictures 

 
  

Summary 
 

 

Despite the brutally cold temperatures, a little sunshine provided enough warmth for 4 

volunteers to remove a remarkable 585 pounds of small to medium size debris from Gull 

Cove fishing area in Portsmouth. Gull Cove is a beautiful fishing area with a boat ramp and 

public access to the shoreline to enjoy the beautiful waters of Blue Hill Cove. Unfortunately, 

this area is commonly used as a dumping ground. We removed an entire toilet from this 

location during our clean up. We also found alcohol nip bottles, single-use plastic bags, 

empty cigarette packages and Styrofoam coffee cups. It is important to keep access to our 

shoreline clean so future generations can continue to enjoy ocean activities! 
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February 19, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Midway Pier South  

Date 2/19/2016 

Duration (minutes) 90 

Trash Removed (pounds) 75  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1 

Attendance (people) 15 

Pictures 

 

Summary 
 

 

On February 19, in partnership with The Met School, Clean Ocean Access hosted a beach 
cleanup at Midway Pier South in Middletown. The Met School’s 15 volunteers removed 75 
pounds of debris from a stretch of coastline less than one mile long! On this day, they 
found umbrellas and full trash bags. Without the help of our volunteers, we would not be 
able to ensure clean access to coastlines of beautiful Aquidneck Island. Thank you to all 
who have participated! 
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February 27, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location McAllister Point 

Date 2/27/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 75  

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4  

Attendance (people) 3 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

On February 27, COA collaborated with the Newport Naval Hospital to remove debris from 
McAllister Point in Middletown. A total of 120 pounds of debris was removed from the area 
by three volunteers as part of the Marine Debris Solution Lifecycle Project (MDSLP). They 
found one tire, four cans, one bleach bottle, and miscellaneous small to mid-sized debris. 
This is an area that has great fishing and recreational value, but is rarely used by the 
public. We are keen to promote and demonstrate environmental stewardship as part of the 
long term goals to improve and protect the pristine environment of the west side of the 
island. 
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February 28, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Sandy Point 

Date 2/28/2016 

Duration (minutes) 90 

Trash Removed (pounds) 180 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 17 

Pictures 
 

 
Summary 
 

On this sunny February day, 17 volunteers from The Pennfield School removed 189 pounds 
of debris from Sandy Point in Portsmouth! Amongst the debris, we found a fishing pole, 
boat parts, 79 cans, 7 cigarette filters, balloons, plastic bags, and plates with plastic forks, 
knives, and spoons. Sandy Point is a beautiful location to anchor a boat, or have a picnic 
on the shore. It is important to keep access to this shoreline clean so that the debris 
doesn’t end up in the ocean and pollute marine ecosystems. Thank you to The Pennfield 
School for being a partner of Clean Ocean Access since February 2016 and making a huge 
impact on improving ocean health. 
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March 4, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Kings Beach 

Date 3/4/2016 

Duration (minutes) 30 

Trash Removed (pounds) 15 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 4 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

Clean Ocean Access collaborated with Rogers High School Newport Project, which is led 
by Bethany Borgueta. On March 4, four Roger’s High School volunteers removed 15 
pounds of debris from Kings Beach in Newport.  
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March 5, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Brenton Point State Park 

Date 3/5/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 498 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.4 

Attendance (people) 117 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 
On March 5, 117 volunteers removed 498 pounds of debris from Brenton Point state park! 
During this cleanup event, COA collaborated with the Justice Advocacy Group (JAG), and 
Salve Regina University Environmental Group. Trash was removed from the rocky 
shoreline, as well as the grassy field across the street. An abundance of spray paint cans 
was found at Brenton Point, in addition to pill bottles and metal pieces. We also removed 
33 crab pots from this location. The park is known for its abandoned stables behind the 
field and people often go there to spray paint the stone walls. We are thankful that we 
removed this debris before it reached the ocean. What an amazing turnout; Thank you to 
all who participated! 
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March 7, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Midway Pier North 

Date 3/7/2016 

Duration (minutes) 45 

Trash Removed (pounds) 227 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.1 

Attendance (people) 23 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 
All Saints Academy is a partner in the Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Project. On March 
7, COA collaborated with volunteers from All Saints Academy to clean up Midway Pier 
North. Across less than one mile of coastline, 23 volunteers removed 227 pounds of trash. 
The debris consisted of 39 miscellaneous foam pieces, 18 buoys, 21 cleaning bottles, and 
over 50 plastic bottles, cans, lids, and caps. Special thank you to students and faculty for 
positively impacting the environment, and teaching responsibility and stewardship to the 
next generation. 
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March 8, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Thames Street 

Date 3/8/2016 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 33 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 

Attendance (people) 6 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

On March 8th, six volunteers from the International Yacht Restoration School (IYRS) 
cleaned the beach near the school, on Thames Street in Newport. IYRS has been a partner 
of Clean Ocean Access since March 2016 as part of the Marine Debris Solution Lifecycle 
Project (MDSLP).  Volunteers removed 103 straws, 13 car parts, 40 building materials and 
26 plastic bags. 
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March 10, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date 3/10/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 66 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 

Attendance (people) 2 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

On March 10, 2 volunteers braved the cold to clean up Sachuest Beach in Middletown. We 

removed 66 pounds of debris from the beach that day. One item of concern was a sink that 

was dumped at this location. If it wasn’t for our generous volunteers donating their time and 

effort, these successful clean ups would not be possible. Thank you to all who that support 

COA! 
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March 12, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date 3/12/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 338 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5  

Attendance (people) 54 

Pictures 

 
 

Summary 
 

At Pheasant Drive in Portsmouth, 54 volunteers gathered and removed 338 lbs. of debris 
from the coastline! They found over 100 bottles, cans, and plastic bags. There were a few 
items of concern that were illegally dumped at this location, which consisted of tires and 
huge pieces of foam. These are the types of things that make their way into marine 
ecosystems and destroy natural habitats. Thank you to all our volunteers dedicated to 
making a difference in preserving the future of ocean activities!  
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March 24, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Kings Beach 

Date 3/24/2016 

Duration (minutes) 30 

Trash Removed (pounds) 40 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 2 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

Clean Ocean Access collaborated with Rogers High School Newport Project, which is led 
by Bethany Borgueta. On March 24, two Roger’s High School volunteers removed 40 
pounds of debris from Kings Beach in Newport. This is a great fishing area and sort of like 
a “private beach” for folks that know about it! 
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March 26, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location McAllister Point 

Date 3/26/2016 

Duration (minutes) 180 

Trash Removed (pounds) 63 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 4 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

Another great cleanup by the team of Navy Surgeons taking good care of McAllister Point as 

part of the Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Project. The team removed 6 PLASTIC BAGS, 

2 TARPS, 2 ROPES. This monthly effort is starting to make a difference, great job! 
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March 31, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Thames Street 

Date 3/31/2016 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 31 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 

Attendance (people) 9 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

On March 31, nine volunteers from the Wyndham, a partner of Clean Ocean Access since 
spring 2016, cleaned up 31 pounds of debris. The volunteers cleaned 0.3 miles of coastline 
at Storer Park in Newport, volunteers cleaned up 2 lobster traps, 11 food wrappers, 7 glass 
bottles, 78 caps and lids, 3 articles of clothing and shoes, 1 gun shell, 185 cigarette filters, 
and 21 plastic bags. They also removed 29 appliances from the location. There was also an 
abundance of miscellaneous foam, and some corks and pens buried in the sand. Empire 
Tea & Coffee provided the beverages for everyone as they worked hard to improve ocean 
health and prevent unnatural debris from polluting the water.  
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April 2, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Bailey’s Brook 

Date 4/2/2016 

Duration (minutes) 300 

Trash Removed (pounds) 2,805 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.5 

Attendance (people) 48 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

Clean Ocean Access celebrated Watershed Weekend with 48 volunteers from Salve Regina 
University as part of the “Watershed Weekend 2.0 Service Plunge”. They removed an 
astonishing 2,805 pounds of debris from Bailey’s Brook in Middletown. Thank you to our 
48 volunteers for braving the April showers to help improve the health our environment. 
Bailey’s Brook is located behind a neighborhood shopping center and amongst the debris 
we found numerous shopping carts. We also removed a rusty metal post, perhaps from an 
old fence. There were a lot of large pieces of plastic, a parking cone, and cardboard. We 
value the loyalty and support of our volunteers for dedicating their time in even the most 
uncomfortable weather conditions. COA wouldn’t be able fulfill our mission without the 
generous support of our community. 
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April 9, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Corys Lane 

Date 4/9/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 373 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.6 

Attendance (people) 47 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

On April 9, 47 COA volunteers cleaned up Corys Lane in Portsmouth. They cleaned many 
large pieces of debris including fishing poles, a beach chair, railroad piece, rusty garden 
tools, a paint can and a knife. Of the more common debris they cleaned up over 100 plastic 
and glass bottles. Clean Ocean Access has now performed a total of five clean up events at 
Corys Lane and removed a total of 1,290 pounds of debris from this location. Corys Lane is 
a great public access point on the west side of the island, where people go to fish, swim, 
paddleboard and enjoy the coastline all year long. It is important to keep public access 
points clean so future generations can continue to enjoy ocean activities at these 
locations. We thank all our volunteers and supporters in the community, and we thank 
Empire Tea & Coffee for keeping us hydrated and caffeinated! 
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April 13, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Marine Ave 

Date 4/13/2016 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 49 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

On April 13 at Marine Avenue in Newport, 19 COA volunteers cleaned up 49 pounds of 
debris. On this day, COA partnered with Salve Regina University’s Protect Our Wildlife 
club. There was an abundance of rope, 73 pieces to be exact, four lobster traps, and a 
couch cushion. Marine Ave is located within a section of the Cliff Walk and is seen by 
many visitors of Newport. It is important to keep public access clean so those visiting can 
enjoy this beautiful coastline. Our presence there will hopefully improve ocean health, and 
influence preventative behaviors in others when walking along the Cliff Walk.  
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April 16, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Fort Adams State Park 

Date 4/16/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 304 

Coastline covered (miles) 1 

Attendance (people) 63 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 
Clean Ocean Access hosted a cleanup event at Fort Adams State Park on April 16, where 
63 volunteers removed 304 pounds of debris. Fort Adams is a popular destination to enjoy 
ocean front picnics, concerts, and recreation. It is also a popular destination to leave waste 
behind, which we are working hard to prevent. COA volunteers removed 19 full dog waste 
bags, 125 plastic bottles, rope, dimensional lumber, and miscellaneous cardboard. Since 
2014, COA has performed seven cleanups at Fort Adams State Park and removed a total of 
2,686 pounds of debris from this location. That is a lot of waste, and a lot of coffee from 
Empire Tea & Coffee! We value this state park and wish to continue to enjoy all its beauty 
in a clean environment. We look forward to sharing our results at the next stopover of the 
Volvo Ocean Race in May 2018! 
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April 17, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Sandy Point 

Date 4/17/2016 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 12 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 11 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

Another great effort by The Pennfield School. Not all cleanups result in huge number of 

pounds of debris, but the little stuff counts just as much. The team removed hundreds of 

tiny to small pieces of marine debris as part of their effort of environmental stewardship. 

Thank you! 
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April 21, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date 4/21/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 90 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 90 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

On April 21, COA hosted a cleanup at Sachuest Beach where 90 volunteers removed 90 

pounds of debris. Since 2007, Clean Ocean Access has hosted 86 cleanup events at this 

location! Over the course of 9 years, volunteers have removed a total of 12,470 pounds of 

debris and waste. Much of debris consists of plastic bags, food wrappers, cigarettes, bottles 

and lids. During this cleanup, we focused on a half-mile section of the beach. We value the 

support of our community and wouldn’t be able to fulfill our mission of improving ocean 

health without the help of our volunteers. The debris doesn’t stop, and neither will we. 
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April 22, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date 4/22/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 60 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.5 

Attendance (people) 20 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

Spanning a 3.5-mile distance, 20 volunteers removed 60 pounds of debris from the Cliff 
Walk on April 22, 2016. During this cleanup, the debris consisted of 149 food wrappers and 
containers, and an astonishing 457 cigarette filters! During previous cleanups at this 
location, volunteers typically removed in excess of 100 pounds of debris, cleaning as many 
as 400 pounds of debris in 2013!  Since 2009, Clean Ocean Access has hosted eight 
cleanup events at the Cliff walk, and volunteers have removed a total of 1,525 pounds of 
debris from this location. We were happy to see a slight decrease in waste over the years. 
Thank you to Salve Regina University’s Protect Our Wildlife (P.O.W.) club for volunteering 
their time and effort and being dedicated to our mission of improving ocean health! 
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April 23, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date 4/23/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 384 

Coastline covered (miles) 2 

Attendance (people) 117 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

On April 23, COA volunteers cleaned a portion of the Cliff Walk following the previous 
day’s event. On this day, 117 volunteers removed 384 pounds of debris from this location. 
Empire Tea & Coffee generously provided coffee for all in attendance. Items removed 
consisted of a 10-gallon bucket, 750 cigarette filters, rope, plastic cups and bottles, and a 
large piece of rusted metal. The photo above shoes volunteers from the Navy Academy 
Prep School carrying out a bag of debris and a large piece of metal. This location endures 
a ton of foot traffic and it is our mission to keep public access to this shoreline clean and 
healthy for future visitors of the Cliff Walk. 
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April 25, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown  

Location Midway Pier North 

Date 4/25/2016 

Duration (minutes) 45 

Trash Removed (pounds) 25 

Coastline covered (miles) .1 

Attendance (people) 12 

Pictures 
 

 
Summary 
 

In partnership with All Saints Academy as part of the MDSLP, a cleanup event at Midway 
Pier North lasted only 45 minutes and covered 0.1 miles of coastline. A total of 12 
volunteers removed 25 pounds of debris from this location. The debris consisted of 81 
pieces of foam, and 20 plastic bottles. We are stoked to see our younger volunteers excited 
about making a difference for the sake of their future ocean activities! Solving the problem 
of marine debris in the ocean requires a combination of marine debris removal and 
prevention. By connecting the kids with the nature, and seeing the problem, it provides a 
path to solutions for environmental sustainability and stewardship. 
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April 29, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Thames Street 

Date 4/29/2016 

Duration (minutes) 40 

Trash Removed (pounds) 48 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.3 

Attendance (people) 5 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

The International Yacht Restoration School joins forces with Clean Ocean 
Access as part of the MDSLP. IYRS hosted a cleanup event on April 29, at and 
adjacent waterfront. Within this short, 0.3-mile cleanup, 5 volunteers removed 
48 pounds of debris from the shoreline. Some debris consisted of 155 straws 
and 50 glass bottles. Great work taking good care of the shoreline access areas 
of Newport Harbor! 
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May 1, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Sandy Point 

Date 5/1/2016 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 103 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 15 

Pictures 
 

 
Summary 
 

On May 1st at Sandy Point in Portsmouth, 15 volunteers removed a total of 103 pounds of debris. 
The cleanup event lasted one hour and covered 0.4-miles of coastline. The debris removed 
consisted of 7 shoes, 32 pieces of metal, and 28 plastic bags! We were stoked to see volunteers 
of all ages from The Pennfield School helping clean the coastline! Removing plastic bags is so 
important because sea creatures cannot tell the difference between food and rubbish. Many of 
the plastic bags will pollute marine ecosystems, or be swallowed by fish and other marine wildlife. 
When the bags aren’t in the water, they are blowing around in the wind and getting stuck in the 
trees and bushes. Our community works hard to improve ocean health and we are forever 
grateful! 
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May 6, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Burma Road 

Date 5/6/2016 

Duration (minutes) 180 

Trash Removed (pounds) 2,880 

Coastline covered (miles) 1.0 

Attendance (people) 80 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

Great success at Burma Road on May 6th! COA would like to thank all 80 volunteers 
in attendance, and special thank you to volunteers from the Naval Academy Prep 
School! Together, we removed an impressive 2,880 pounds of debris from 1.0 mile of 
coastline. We removed a flower pot, a boat door, 44 pieces of rope, and 843 plastic 
bottles. We were happy, yet surprised that we did not find any cigarette filters or 
miscellaneous plastic. This partnership made a huge difference in improving 
environmental health. During this cleanup that lasted three hours, Clean Ocean 
Access and the Naval Academy made an impact that will be remembered for a long 
time. 
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June 16, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date 6/16/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 11 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 12 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

On June 16, Clean Ocean Access hosted their 12th cleanup event at Pheasant Drive Beach in 
Portsmouth as part of the inaugural event of the Maher Center adopting the coastline for the 
MDSLP program. Volunteers removed 11 pounds of debris which consisted of 65 food wrappers, 
one fishing pole, and 50 plastic bags! This cleanup was one of 14 cleanups Clean Ocean Access 
has hosted at Pheasant Drive since 2014. In the past two years, volunteers have removed a total 
of 4,072 pounds of debris from this location.  
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June 16, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Purgatory Chasm 

Date 6/22/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 28 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

On June 16, COA collaborated with KVH Industries, Inc. to cleanup Purgatory Chasm. Within 
one hour, 7 volunteers covered 0.2 miles of the rugged coastline cliffs, and removed 16 
pounds of debris. The debris consisted of 330 cigarette filters, 155 food wrappers and 
containers, 218 glass beverage bottles, 31 plastic bottles, 28 straws, 5 articles of clothing, 
16 empty tobacco packages, 11 paper bags, and 13 plastic bags. Although the debris was 
not heavy, there was an abundance of it. This trash did not wash up from the ocean, it was 
left by visitors of this location. We are happy to have removed the debris before it reached 
the ocean. COA hopes that these events with inspire and influence clean behaviors and 
improve ocean health.   
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June 22, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Purgatory Chasm 

Date 6/22/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 28 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

On June 22, volunteers from KVH returned to clean up Purgatory Chasm in Middletown. 
During the hour-long cleanup event, eight volunteers removed 28 pounds of debris, 
including 113 food wrappers, 149 cigarette filters, 32 beverage cans, and one used 
firework. KVH has been a partner of Clean Ocean Access since June 2016, as part of the 
Marine Debris Solutions Lifecycle Project (MDSLP).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

P
ag

e
2

4
5

 

July 15, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Purgatory Chasm 

Date 7/15/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 96 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 10 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 
KVH Industries continuing the good work! Since June 2016, KVH has cleaned Purgatory 
Chasm three times and removed a total of 140 pounds of debris from this location. On July 
15, 10 volunteers removed 96 pounds of debris. They found 33 fishing line, 50 food 
wrappers, 65 glass bottles, and miscellaneous plastic. Clean Ocean Access is proud to 
have KVH as a participant and adopt part of the coastline. Their presence is already 
influencing fisherman, residents, and visitors observing the cleanup efforts. The MDSLP 
goals are to eliminate marine debris from the shoreline, improve habitat and promote 
environmental stewardship.  
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August 16, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date 8/16/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 32 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 7 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

On August 16, The Maher Center returned with 7 volunteers who performed a cleanup of 
Pheasant Drive Beach. Within one hour, they removed 32 pounds of debris, consisting of 1 
bed sheet, 237 cigarette filters, and 26 straws. We are grateful to have the Maher center 
participating our MDSLP program, they venture out one-time per month on a flexible 
schedule and take good care of the coastline. 
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August 25, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown  

Location Purgatory Chasm 

Date 8/25/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 85 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

As participants of the MDSLP, KVH Industries cleaned Purgatory Chasm on August 25. 
Volunteers removed 85 pounds of debris including 1 firework, 42 glass bottles, 113 
cigarette filters, and 31 plastic bottles. Since KVH adopted this part of coastline, a sense of 
responsibility has developed in complete strangers that are now taking good care of the 
precious resource. 
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September 11, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Sandy Point 

Date 9/11/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 45 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 

Attendance (people) 54 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

On September 11, 2016, Sandy Point was cleaned by 54 COA volunteers. Within one hour, 
volunteers from The Pennfield School removed 45 pounds of debris from the shoreline. 
Findings at this location are always interesting because illegal dumping did occur in years 
past. On this day, they found 21 asbestos tiles, 105 food wrappers, 142 cigarette filters, six 
full bags of dog waste, and one baseball bat. 
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September 17, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Easton’s Beach 

Date 9/17/16 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 127 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.8 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

As part of the international coastal cleanup, the Girl Scouts of New England teamed up 
with Clean Ocean Access to clean Easton’s Beach on September 17. Together, we removed 
a total of 127 pounds of debris consisting of 556 small plastic pieces, 2,057 cigarette butts, 
112 foam pieces, 24 balloons, 29 pieces of rope, 220 plastic bottle caps, 85 straws, and 57 
plastic bags. Thank you to all our young volunteers stepping up and improving ocean 
health for their generation to continue enjoying ocean activities!  
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September 19, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Sachuest Beach 

Date 9/19/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 20 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 42 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

Despite the pouring rain, our 42 volunteers were all smiles at our September 19th cleanup 
event at Sachuest Beach (Second beach). During this event, COA collaborated with Snow 
Leopard Vodka to remove 20 pounds of small to medium size debris from 0.4 miles of 
shoreline. It is this type of dedication that inspires others to act and take responsibility for 
keeping the ocean clean and the shoreline free of debris. Since 2007, COA volunteers have 
removed a total of 12,470 pounds of debris from Sachuest Beach and we are stoked to see 
everyone excited about positively impacting the environment! 
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September 20, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Purgatory Chasm 

Date 9/20/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 90 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 10 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

Marine Debris Solutions Life Cycle Project (MDSLP) participant KVH Industries returns to 
their adopted portion of coastline at Purgatory Chasm! The debris doesn’t stop and neither 
do they! During this cleanup on September 20, 10 KVH volunteers removed 171 cigarette 
filters, 62 cans, 69 plastic bottles, and 97 glass bottles. KVH is the latest company to 
support the MDSLP effort, joining other local schools and non-profit organizations. We are 
so happy to have gained their support on such a valuable, unique area of Aquidneck 
Island!  
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September 22, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Purgatory Chasm 

Date 9/22/16 

Duration (minutes) 60 

Trash Removed (pounds) 60 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 10 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

 

 
KVH returned to Purgatory Chasm on September 22 to remove another 60 pounds of debris 
in one hour. Of the debris removed, they found 52 plastic bottles, 68 glass bottles, 78 cans, 
and 3 six-pack holders. KVH is the latest participant of the Marine Debris Solutions Life 
Cycle Project (MDSLP). Each day makes a difference and we are grateful to have partners 
who are willing to donate their time to improving ocean health and inspire clean behaviors 
in others.  
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September 24, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth  

Location Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date 9/24/16 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 270 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.6 

Attendance (people) 16 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

 

Pheasant Drive Beach is a COA core cleanup once a year. On September 24, 16 volunteers 
removed 260 pounds of small to medium size debris. They removed 116 food wrappers and 
containers, 19 clothes and shoes, and 59 plastic bags. The 59 plastic bags were some of 
the hardest items to remove from the trees and bushes. Their collection supports the 
rationale for removing single-use plastic bags from retail establishments. The most 
discouraging part of the cleanup was finding a vacuum cleaner, as it is the second vacuum 
cleaner found at this location. COA has hosted 14 cleanups at Pheasant Drive Beach and 
removed a total of 4,072 pounds of debris since 2014. 
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October 1, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Second Beach 

Date 10/1/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 30 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.6 

Attendance (people) 14 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

 

It was a gloomy October afternoon, but volunteers were all smiles when then joined 
together to improve ocean health and inspire others to act! Volunteers cleaned second 
beach again on October 1st of this year. During a two-hour cleanup, 14 volunteers removed 
30 pounds of small to medium size debris. The found 229 cigarette filters, 1 tire, and 28 
plastic bags in the sand and in the bushes. Over time the plastic bags become buried in the 
sand which makes them difficult to spot and remove. Refreshments were provided by 
Empire Tea & Coffee for all in attendance.  
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October 8, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Corys Lane 

Date 10/8/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 263 

Coastline covered (miles) 1 

Attendance (people) 19 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

COA hosted a one-mile cleanup event at Corys Lane in Portsmouth on October 8th. We had 
many young volunteers feeling a sense of responsibility and stewardship while helping to 
remove 263 pounds of debris! They found 3 folding chairs, 1 cooler, 1 butane container, 1 
tiki fuel container, 1 typewriter, 46 balloons, and 113 plastic bags! All of which is rather 
unusual to find on the shoreline, except plastic bags. Plastic bags are commonly found 
during each cleanup event, which supports the rationale to ban single-use plastic bags 
from retailers on Aquidneck Island. We are stoked to see the next generation of volunteers 
stepping up and experiencing first-hand the difference they are making for their 
generation’s future!  
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October 26, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Middletown 

Location Purgatory Chasm 

Date 10/26/2016 

Duration (minutes) 90 

Trash Removed (pounds) 57 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.2 

Attendance (people) 8 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

On October 26, eight volunteers from KVH removed another 57 pounds of debris from 
Purgatory Chasm as part of the MDSLP. They found 48 plastic bottles, 43 glass bottles, 57 
cans, and 11 pens. This location is notorious for its scenic views of second beach and the 
Atlantic Ocean between Newport and Little Compton. This serene location experiences a 
lot of foot traffic, and is in turn exposed to high levels of pollution. Our hope is that Clean 
Ocean Access’ presence with participating group KVH Industries Inc. at Purgatory Chasm 
will raise awareness and inspire others to take responsibility for their environment.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

P
ag

e
2

5
7

 

October 30, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Newport 

Location Cliff Walk 

Date 10/30/2016 

Duration (minutes) 75 

Trash Removed (pounds) 92 

Coastline covered (miles) 3.5 

Attendance (people) 28 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 

It was a scary sight at the Cliff Walk just one day before Halloween. COA hosted a large 
cleanup event where 28 volunteers cleaned 3.5 miles of coastline on the Cliff Walk. COA 
partnered with Kindness Spirits and volunteers removed a total of 92 pounds of debris, 
consisting of 19 dog waste bags, 107 plastic bottles, 271 cigarette filters, and 2 building 
materials. Clean Ocean Access has adopted all the CRMC public rights of way to the 
shoreline along the cliff walk and twice monthly cleanups is part of our responsibility, so 
this effort was perfect timing. The Cliff Walk is a major tourist destination and it is 
important to inspire visitors and residents to keep our coastline clean for others to enjoy. 
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November 5, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Little Compton 

Location Taylors Lane 

Date 11/5/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 1,332 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.7 

Attendance (people) 22 

Pictures 
 

 

Summary 
 
On November 5, COA hosted a very successful cleanup at Taylor’s Lane in Little Compton! 
On a sunny Saturday afternoon, 22 volunteers removed 1,332 pounds of debris. The debris 
surprisingly did not consist of trash. They removed 107 rope, 9 fishing nets, 27 lobster 
traps, 25 balloons, 1 full trawling net, 80 clothes and shoes, and a 2015 bridge run race 
number. Some items of interest were in fact the clothing. They had initially washed up 
decades ago from a sunken cargo container. Today, we are still finding shoes wash up on 
shore, weathered and almost disintegrated. How about that race number? It is interesting 
that it made its way across the bay to Little Compton. Thank you to all volunteers! It is you 
who truly inspires others to continue to improve ocean health and care for the environment 
we all share. 
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November 12, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Weaver Cove 

Date 11/12/2016 

Duration (minutes) 150 

Trash Removed (pounds) 905 

Coastline covered (miles) 0.4 

Attendance (people) 24 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

On November 12 at Weaver Cove, 24 volunteers removed an impressive 905 pounds of 
debris in just over two hours. Weaver Cove has 3 distinct areas, the parking area, the 
southern shore and the northern shore. The volunteers spread out in all directions and 
cleaned 0.4 miles of coastline, and found 154 cups, plates, and utensils, 43 building 
materials, 198 plastic bags, 10 empty cleaning bottles including an empty bleach bottle, 11 
plastic sheets/tarps, and one umbrella. Not only has rubbish been left at this location, it 
has also been dumped illegally with no regard for the environment (or the law!). In the 
years to come we will expand our northern attack and connect the coastline to Melville 
Marina. 
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December 3, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Jamestown 

Location Hull Cove 

Date 12/3/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 750 

Coastline covered (miles)  0.8 

Attendance (people) 37 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

11 years ago, we embarked on a coastal cleanup at Hull Cove, little did we know it would 

become one of our legacy events that we’ve hosted each year since 2006! This year was 

even more special as local resident Will Tuthill reached out for our help at a local beach new 

Jamestown Boatyard. We split the team in two parts and sent the Prout Surf Club to the new 

shoreline to remove nearly 300 pounds of plastic and foam. A great team effort all around, 

we look forward to this annual event and hopeful to expand our efforts in a greater way to 

this island in the years to come. 
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December 10, 2016 
Clean Ocean Access Coastal Cleanup Results 

City/Town Portsmouth 

Location Gull Cove 

Date 12/10/2016 

Duration (minutes) 120 

Trash Removed (pounds) 2,498 

Coastline covered (miles)  0.7 

Attendance (people) 62 

Pictures 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

It was a cold windy day but the team from the Justice Advocate Group (JAG), along with the 

Portsmouth high school gymnastic team did a great job to improve the health of this 

beautiful shoreline. With additional help from residents from the entire island, we removed a 

significant amount of debris (compliments of low-tide planning). We have done major work 

at Gull Cove but our mission isn’t finished and we’ll be back in 2017. Great coffee as always 

provided by Empire Tea & Coffee. 
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JANUARY 14, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Weaver Cove 

Date:   January 14, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  2,392 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.0 Miles 

Attendance:  65 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

This event marked the first cleanup of 2017, and was made possible by a great team effort from Resident Assistants of 

Salve Regina University, students from Middletown High School, Thompson Middle School and residents of Newport, 

Middletown, and Portsmouth, RI. Although it was very cold on the water, the recent snow melted away just in time to 

uncover the massive amount of debris along the shoreline north of Weaver Cove, connecting to the Melville Marina. The 

results were significant, collecting 25 large contractor bags of small to medium size marine debris including tires, one of 

which weighed over 800 pounds.  

COA has hosted numerous cleanups at this location with a primary focus on the parking area, nearby pathways, train 

tracks, and southward to Carr Point. This was the first event where efforts shifted northward on the ¾ mile section of 

coastline towards the Melville Marina. This northward zone is rarely used by the community, so most of this debris has 

washed ashore over the years, and/or leftover from activities from the Navy last century. 
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JANUARY 15, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Fort Adams 

Date:   January 15, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  346 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  78 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

On January 15th, 78 partners of Sail Newport helped to remove 346 pounds of marine debris from Fort Adams, Newport.  

The goal of this clean-up with these particular partners was to inspire environmental stewardship and educate a 

community that values the importance ocean activities, such as sailing. 

This clean-up marked the ninth documented debris removal at this location. Compared to recent years (2014 - 2017) this 

clean up reported a trend in reduced debris located on this sites coastline.  The Clean Ocean Access cleanups performed 

in 2015 and 2016 removed 1,304 and 550 pounds of debris respectively.  The decrease in debris recorded at Fort Adams 

marks positive outlooks in our efforts of “taking action” and further drives future cleanups at this location.  
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JANUARY 30, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   January 30, 2017 

Duration:  30 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  42 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.4 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - St. Michael’s Country Day School — Clean-Up 1 of 4 
 
Let us start by expressing our gratitude for St. Michael’s Country Day School adopting the coastline at Easton's Beach as part of 
their science curriculum. Our goal is to ensure clean access so future generations can enjoy ocean activities. It is our pleasure to 
see the students of St. Michael's Country Day School taking action! 

During the cleanup on February 3, they removed a total of 42 pounds of debris, which consisted of fishing line, beverage bottles, 
plastic bags, toys, cigarette butts and even articles of clothing. 

The students were enthusiastic and displayed great stewardship as they climbed the boulders to pick out debris. Thank 
you for ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to future events 
with SMCDS! 
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JANUARY 31, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Purgatory Chasm 

Date:   January 31, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  30 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  9 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - KVH — Clean-Up 1 of 4  

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous 

different access points on Aquidneck Island.  Let us start by expressing our gratitude to our partners at KVH for their dedication 

to adopt the coastline at Purgatory Chasm. KVH has cleaned this location on eight occasions and removed a total of 462 pounds 

of debris since 2016. You have made a tremendous impact on the health of our environment! 

During the cleanup on January 31, 2017, they removed a total of 30 pounds of debris, which consisted of 198 

cigarettes/filters, 76 bottles and cans, 29 food wrappers, 6 tobacco packaging, 2 plastic bags and 1 broken IPad with case. 

Thank you for ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to future 

events with KVH! 
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FEBRUARY 4, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach 

Date:   February 4, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  627 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  78 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

On Saturday, February 4, Clean Ocean Access hosted 78 volunteers on and near Sachuest Beach in Middletown. This 

cleanup targeted 10 public access locations where volunteers divided and conquered to remove litter from the coastal 

environment. In total, they removed 627 pounds of debris from Sachuest (Second) Beach, Third Beach, Pebble Beach, 

Dunlap Wheeler Park, Tuckerman rights of way, and Taggart Ferry Landing. 

 

Marine debris that was removed from two miles of coastline consisted of 41 balloons, 192 plastic bags, 594 cigarettes and 

filters, 20 articles of clothing, and 63 used dog waste bags. Sachuest Beach is part of Clean Ocean Access’ core clean 

program, including the After5 cleanup program which happens weekly during the summer. This location has been cleaned 

by volunteers on 149 occasions since 2008. 
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FEBRUARY 11, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Gull Cove 

Date:   February 11, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  37 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

With winter storm Niko hitting Rhode Island just two days before this cleanup, our volunteers had their hands full digging 

through the snow to uncover 37 pounds of debris. The debris consisted of 29 cans and bottles, 12 food wrappers, three 

pieces of building material, three plastic bags, one tire, one shovel and one VCR. 

The cleanup was originally schedule for two hours, but had to be shortened to an hour, due to brisk winds that froze both 

of the sites paths. This cleanup helped to express to the public that no matter what season it is or the weather conditions 

are, marine debris can be still located and removed.   
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FEBRUARY 25, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   February 25, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  63 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  10 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT:

 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group -  NHCNE — Clean-Up 1 of 6 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England branch adopted Pebble Beach as their 

flexible cleanup program site, in hopes of improving ocean health through removal of marine debris. 

This ten-person crew removed 219 pounds of liter from Pebble Beach in 2017.  This cleanups highest itemized debris 

consisted of 29 plastic bags, 44 glass bottles, and 33 aluminum cans.  The high volume of fisherman and beachgoers make 

Pebble Beach a popular recreationally location and an effective cleanup location for our participating group at Navy 

Health Clinic. 
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FEBRUARY 28, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   February 28, 2017 

Duration:  30 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  30 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.4 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - St. Michael’s Country Day School — Clean-Up 2 of 4 
 
Let us start by expressing our gratitude for St. Michael’s Country Day School for adopting the coastline at Easton's Beach as part of 
their science curriculum. 

Our goal is to ensure clean access so future generations can enjoy ocean activities. It is our pleasure to see the students of St. 
Michael's Country Day School taking action! 

The students were enthusiastic and displayed great stewardship as they climbed the boulders to pick out debris. Thank 

you for ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to future events 

with SMCDS! 
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MARCH 4, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Brenton Point 

Date:   March 4, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  413 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.4 Miles 

Attendance:  60 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

On March 4, the weather was near freezing, and the wind was bone chilling as it blew off the ocean but, 60 dedicated 

volunteers managed to gather and remove 413 pounds of debris from the park. Volunteers included residents of 

Aquidneck Island and students from Salve Regina University and University of Rhode Island.  

The cleanup took place primarily along the shoreline from Brenton Point to Kings Beach. Volunteers also walked along the 

parking lot and boundaries of the State Park to remove trash. Considering the wind factor on Saturday, the debris was 

somewhat easy to remove from the environment, as it was entangled in bushes and branches.  

Since 2012, Clean Ocean Access has hosted six cleanup events at Brenton Point State Park, and removed a total of 3,794 

pounds of debris from this location with a collective effort from over 500 volunteers. After this particular cleanup, it 

became apparent that food wrappers, bottle caps and other small personal trash items are an issue, as there is still a 

significant presence of this debris around the park.  
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MARCH 18, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date:   March 18, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  953 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.3 Miles 

Attendance:  144 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

This cleanup was a great example of our community coming together to not only preserve ocean coastline, but also to 

educated our future generations.  Collectively, a total of 144 passionate volunteers, ranging from all ages, removed 953 

pounds of debris from Pheasant Beach located in Portsmouth. 

Kasia Kos, a volunteer from Salve Regina University affirmed, “It was inspiring to see an overwhelming amount of young 

people, and even toddlers working together to preserve the environment and beautiful beaches we have in Rhode Island. 

I hope this instills responsible behaviors for the next generation.”  We thank our volunteers and Kasia for making this 

event possible and ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. 
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MARCH 25, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   March 25, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  70 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  10 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group -  NHCNE — Clean-Up 2 of 6 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England branch adopted Pebble Beach as their 

flexible cleanup program site in hopes of improving ocean health through removal of marine debris. 

This ten-person crew removed 219 pounds of liter from Pebble Beach in 2017.  This cleanups highest itemized debris 

consisted of 29 plastic bags, 44 glass bottles, and 33 aluminum cans.  The high volume of fisherman and beachgoers make 

Pebble Beach a popular recreationally locations and an effective cleanup location for our partners at Navy Health Clinic. 
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MARCH 29, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Purgatory Chasm  

Date:   March 4, 2017 

Duration:  60Minutes 

Trash Removed:  ? Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  ? People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - KVH — Clean-Up 2 of 4  
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  Let us start by expressing our gratitude to our partners at KVH for their dedication to adopt the 

coastline at Purgatory Chasm. KVH has cleaned this location on eight occasions and removed a total of 462 pounds of debris since 

2016. You have made a tremendous impact on the health of our environment! 

Thank you for ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to future 

events with KVH! 
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APRIL 1, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Bailey Brook 

Date:   April 1, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  716 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.8 Miles 

Attendance:  43 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

On April 1, COA hosted an annual cleanup at Bailey Brook Watershed.  A watershed is defined as a drainage area found on 

land that collects and drains precipitation and runoff into a larger body of water, such as the surrounding ocean in Rhode 

Island.  Along with land water runoff, watersheds also can carry an assortment of debris that eventually will make its way 

to the coastline. 

With help from a collective group of 43 volunteers from the Town of Middletown, Salve Regina University, Aquidneck 

Land Trust and Fort Adams Trust, we were successfully able to remove and dispose of 716 pounds of debris.  The 

collection area expanded from Bailey Brook, Middletown Valley Park, and the parking/roadway surrounding Shaw’s 

Shopping Plaza and nearby Dunkin Donuts. 
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APRIL 3, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Weaver Cove 

Date:   April 3, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  30 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  25 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - All Saint’s Academy — Clean-Up 1 of 1 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  Working in partnership with All Saints Academy has been continuous for the last few 

years, and both organizations share a common goal to educate young students.   

On April 3, COA collaborated with volunteers from All Saints to clean up Bailey’s Brook. Across less than one mile of 

coastline, 25 volunteers removed 30 pounds of trash.  Special thank you to students and faculty for positively impacting 

the environment and teaching responsibility and stewardship to the next generation. 
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APRIL 8, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Fort Adams 

Date:   April 8, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  730 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  67 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA hosted a beach cleanup at Fort Adam’s State Park in Newport on Saturday, April 8 from 12p.m. to 2p.m. Clean Ocean 
Access partnered with Fort Adams for the month of April during Earth Month cleanups, and all participants received free 
passes for tours of historic Fort Adams! 
 
Volunteers of all ages came out to support this event and successfully removed 730 pounds of debris from just 1.5 miles. 
To show our appreciation, our volunteers were treated to hot coffee provided by Empire Tea & Coffee.  Thanks to all 67 of 
you for making this event possible and ensuring that our oceans stay clean. 
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APRIL 15, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Cory’s Lane 

Date:   April 15, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  465 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  53 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Portsmouth, RI -- Clean Ocean Access (COA) continues to host weekly beach cleanups during the month of April. 

Volunteers took to the shoreline at Cory’s Lane on Saturday, April 15 and removed an amazing 450 pounds of marine 

debris. Cory’s Lane is part of COA’s Core cleanup program, and with the help of over 200 volunteers, a total of 2,003 

pounds of debris and litter has been removed from this location since 2014. Working in partnership with Fort Adams 

Trust, all participants have received free passes to tour historic Fort Adams. All three communities of Aquidneck Island are 

working together to inspire others to take action today so future generations can enjoy ocean activities. 
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APRIL 22, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Cliff Walk 

Date:   April 22, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  260 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 3.5 Miles 

Attendance:  78 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Newport, R.I. — Clean Ocean Access’ Earth Day cleanup proved to have a positive impact at Marine Avenue Beach and 

surrounding areas along the Cliff Walk in Newport. In less than two hours, 91 volunteers removed 260 pounds of marine 

debris. Their efforts were not confined to Marine Avenue Beach, as they ventured out and cleaned up Bailey’s Beach, 

Spouting Rock Road, Rovenski Park and the fields of Salve Regina University. Compared to past cleanups on the Cliff Walk, 

this debris was relatively light. The litter mainly consisted of consumer based trash as oppose to lobster traps or ropes.  

This realization can be leveraged to amplify the importance of changing our behaviors on land to improve ocean health. 

Within the past 10 years, COA has hosted total of 14 cleanups along the Cliff Walk and surrounding streets. With the help 

of 515 volunteers, they removed a total of 3,007 pounds of debris and litter from the Cliff Walk since 2007.  Earth Day 

marked the last weekend cleanup for COA until September.  

 

 



 

P
ag

e2
7

9
 

MAY 3, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Purgatory Chasm 

Date:   May 3, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  13 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - KVH — Clean-Up 3 of 4  

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  Let us start by expressing our gratitude to our participating group at KVH for their dedication to 

adopt the coastline at Purgatory Chasm. KVH has cleaned this location on eight occasions and removed a total of 462 pounds of 

debris since 2016. You have made a tremendous impact on the health of our environment! 

Thank you for ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to future 

events with KVH! 
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MAY 10, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Weaver Cove 

Date:   May 10, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  115 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.7 Miles 

Attendance:  17 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - US Sailing — Clean-Up 1 of 2 

We teamed up with US Sailing, who were eager to participate in our flexible cleanup program, on May 10, 2017. Within 
two hours, they removed 115 pounds of marine debris from the shoreline at Weaver Cove in Portsmouth. Much of the 
debris was hidden along the rocks and bushes and consisted of food wrappers, plastic bottles and miscellaneous plastic. In 
a harder to reach place, they removed multiple beverage cans from the cracks of the boat ramp.   

Micro-plastics and foam found on our beaches are a result of larger objects breaking up over time into smaller micro sized 
pieces.  Often times micro-plastics are a leading factor in harming marine life. Our volunteers were able to remove a total 
of 263 pieces of plastic and 153 pieces of foam from this location. 

We are proud to have teamed up with U.S. Sailing whose mission is to provide leadership, integrity, and advancement for 
the sport of sailing. They displayed great leadership and they took action to eliminate marine debris so future generations 
can enjoy sailing a healthy ocean.  

https://www.facebook.com/USSAILING/?fref=mentions
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MAY 16, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   May 16, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  81 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2.0 Miles 

Attendance:  34 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - Magellan Health — Clean-Up 1 of 1 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different access 

points on Aquidneck Island.   Magellan Health teamed up with COA on May 16th, to tackle debris found at Easton’s Beach in 

Newport.   

The healthcare group helped to collect and remove just over 81 pounds of trash within a two-mile span.  Special thanks to the 34 

volunteers that made a tremendous impact on the health of our environment, thanks Magellan! 
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MAY 20, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   May 20, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  20 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  10 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - NHCNE — Clean-Up 3 of 6 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England branch adopted Pebble Beach as their 

flexible cleanup program site in hopes of improving ocean health through removal of marine debris. 

This ten-person crew removed 219 pounds of liter from Pebble Beach in 2017.  This cleanups highest itemized debris 

consisted of 29 plastic bags, 44 glass bottles, and 33 aluminum cans.  The high volume of fisherman and beachgoers make 

Pebble Beach a popular recreationally locations and an effective cleanup location for our partners at Navy Health Clinic. 
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MAY 31, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Third Beach 

Date:   May 31, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  160 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Miles 

Attendance:  50 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

A group of 50 Middletown High School students displayed great stewardship and enthusiasm while collecting debris from 

Third Beach and along the roadside on the way. During the walk from Second Beach to Third Beach, the students nearly 

filled their reusable bags with litter before they arrived at Third Beach. The litter was mainly consumer based, consisting 

of food wrappers, straws and lids, beverage cans, glass bottles and balloons. The litter was removed along the roadside, 

and down slight inclines off the side of the road. Most students spotted litter in hard to reach places off the road and 

made the extra effort to pick it up. 

 

Upon arriving at Third Beach, the students eagerly divided and conquered to remove marine debris. The debris was much 

larger at Third Beach, consisting of a burned wooden pallet, a large blue tarp, and a lobster pot completely covered in 

seaweed. Aside from two pairs of shoes, the smaller items again consisted of consumer based litter at Third Beach. We 

regrouped at Second Beach just in time before the rain started pouring. It was a great effort by all students as they came 

together to eliminate marine debris to improve ocean health. 
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MAY 31, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Hanging Rock Rd. & Gardner Pond 

Date:   May 31, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  89 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.75 Miles 

Attendance:  50 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

One group was responsible for cleaning the berm around Gardener Pond the roads around Peabody Beach and Hanging 

Rock.  First, the group crossed the stream and went up onto the berm.  Then, group split in two with one going north 

around the pond and along the road, while the other group headed west along the pond and came back along the road. 

 Most students were surprised at how little debris and garbage they found along the berm.  Most of the debris found 

around the pond was plastic bags, a few plastic bottles and beer cans.  Once the students got to the road, they quickly 

noticed the increase in amount of debris and began to move more slowly checking the bushes along the side of the road. 

 The students quickly began to find cigarette butts, old plastic bottles and even a discarded sink!  The items that the 

students felt posed the biggest environmental threat were 72 plastic bags, 39 balloons and 163 bottles and cans and 94 

smoking related items (cigarette butts, cigar tips and tobacco packaging).  The students hypothesized that the main 

source of the debris they found around the pond was from fishermen who did not pick up after themselves or people 

walking their dogs, while the debris around the roads was most likely from cars.  While most of what the students found 

was not classified as “marine debris”, they knew that most of the items typically found as marine debris originated on 

land, thus, preventing trash from entering the oceans is a crucial step to solving the issue of marine debris. 
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MAY 31, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  West End Second Beach 

Date:   April 31, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  47 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  50 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

A group of fifty students from the Anchor academy set out on the west end of Second Beach, also known as Surfer’s End, 

to clean up the beach, road, and dune areas. The students started along the coastline, picking up trash that they found in 

the sand or tangled in the seaweed. Among the common items the students collected were cigarette butts, plastic bags, 

fishing line, rope, food wrappers and balloons. The students were amazed by the amount of miscellaneous microplastic 

that was also found on the beach.  

Students found that there was a wealth of trash along the footpaths to the beach and along the road. When the students 

arrived back to the Second Beach parking lot, they emptied their bags in which they had collected the debris. The 

students were amazed as to how much trash they collected as they sorted the debris into recyclables and non-recyclables.  

The total amount of debris collected by this group of students along the half mile of coastline and roadway was 47 

pounds. Clean Ocean Access asked the students for feedback on how they felt about the clean-up. Some students said 

seeing the large amounts of trash collected from the beach was upsetting, and made them think twice about what their 

food is packaged in and how they disposed of their waste. Overall, the students do believe marine debris is a solvable 

problem IF everyone works together to inform and take actions to make a difference. 
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MAY 31, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  East End Second Beach 

Date:   April 31, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  50 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  50 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

A group of fifty students participated in cleanup efforts along the east end of Second Beach, as well as the entirety of the 

parking lot. At first glance, students remarked that they weren’t finding any debris, however, once they started to hug the 

fence by the dunes, the amount of debris increased. The group in the parking lot found most debris along the fence with 

food wrappers and cups stuck between the brush and the fence. There also was an increased number of cigarettes found 

in the parking lot.  

 

Students and chaperons were both amazed at the amount of debris tangled into the macroalgae. Fishing line, ropes, 

balloons and balloon ribbons were just a few of the items that were untangled from the seaweed. After an excellent 

group effort of cleaning the shoreline and the parking lot, the group reconvened at the table, separating the collected 

debris into bags for recycling and trash.  

After the students sorted the debris, we observed that majority of the debris found during the cleanup was considered 

trash, rather than recycling. After the cleanup, students remarked about how much fun they had, how surprised they 

were about some of the items they found and although they didn’t find a lot of big items on the shoreline, they did find a 

lot of microplastics, which was the most concerning. 
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MAY 31, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   May 31, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  78 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.4 Miles 

Attendance:  18 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 1 of 14 
 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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JUNE 7, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   June 7, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  20 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  9 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 2 of 14 
 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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JUNE 8, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   June 8, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  160 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  62 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Partner Whole Foods – Clean-Up 1 of 1  

On June 8th, 2017 Clean Ocean Access hosted their inaugural Clean the State World Ocean’s Day (WOD).  This event was in 

memory of Michael Anthony Brown. 

With help from the Whole Foods team and our wonderful volunteers, we were able to host an event at Easton’s Beach 

before our big WOD party.  62 people were able to record, collect, and remove 160 pounds from the Rhode Island coast.  

We are thankful and amazed with the turnout of this event and can’t wait for next year. 
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JUNE 14, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   June 14, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  26 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  12 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 3 of 14 
 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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JUNE 21, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   June 21, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  5 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  3 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 4 of 14 
 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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JUNE 25, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   June 25, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  25 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - NHCNE — Clean-Up 4 of 6 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England branch adopted Pebble Beach as their 

flexible cleanup program site in hopes of improving ocean health through removal of marine debris. 

This ten-person crew removed 219 pounds of liter from Pebble Beach in 2017.  This cleanups highest itemized debris 

consisted of 29 plastic bags, 44 glass bottles and 33 aluminum cans.  The high volume of fisherman and beachgoers make 

Pebble Beach a popular recreationally locations and an effective cleanup location for our partners at Navy Health Clinic. 
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JUNE 26, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Purgatory Chasm 

Date:   June 26, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  35 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  10 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - KVH — Clean-Up 4 of 4  

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  Let us start by expressing our gratitude to our partners at KVH for their dedication to adopt the 

coastline at Purgatory Chasm. KVH has cleaned this location on eight occasions and removed a total of 462 pounds of debris since 

2016. You have made a tremendous impact on the health of our environment! 

Thank you for ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to future 

events with KVH!  
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JUNE 28, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   June 28, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  12 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  5 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 5 of 14 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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JULY 5, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   July 5, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  35 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  10 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 6 of 14 
 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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JULY 12, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   July 12, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  25 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 7 of 14 
 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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JULY 19, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   July 19, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  40 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  4 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 8 of 14 
 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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JULY 26, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   July 26, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  65 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  59 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 9 of 14 
 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   

This particular event was made possible by Roger Williams University exchange students.  50 students broke up into 

groups to successfully remove a total of 65 pounds of debris. 
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JULY 29, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   July 29, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  21 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  4 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - NHCNE — Clean-Up 5 of 6 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England branch adopted Pebble Beach as their 

flexible cleanup program site in hopes of improving ocean health through removal of marine debris. 

This ten-person crew removed 219 pounds of liter from Pebble Beach in 2017.  This cleanups highest itemized debris 

consisted of 29 plastic bags, 44 glass bottles and 33 aluminum cans.  The high volume of fisherman and beachgoers make 

Pebble Beach a popular recreationally locations and an effective cleanup location for our partners at Navy Health Clinic. 
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AUGUST 2, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   August 2, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  15 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  12 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 10 of 14 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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AUGUST 9, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   August 9, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  23 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  17 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 11 of 14 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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AUGUST 16, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   August 18, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  50 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  21 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 12 of 14 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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AUGUST 23, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   August 23, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  20 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  12 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 13 of 14 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   
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AUGUST 30, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Surfer’s End 

Date:   August 30, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  30 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  55 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 — Clean-Up 14 of 14 

Clean Ocean Access hosted cleanups at Second Beach on Wednesday evenings from 5 P.M. to 6 P.M as part of our weekly 

After5 Cleanups.  The program was meant to inspire beachgoers during peak beach season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible to the 

public.  These events were extremely successful and could not have been made possible without the help of our 

dedicated interns and volunteers.  We thank the 252 volunteers that removed a total of 444 pounds of debris throughout 

the 14 events.   



 

P
ag

e3
0

5
 

AUGUST 30, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   August 30, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  18 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2.0 Miles 

Attendance:  13 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Jaws for a Cause - The 3rd Annual Jaws for A Cause beach clean-up took place on Thursday, August 31, 2017. Newport 
Mercury and Clean Ocean Access presented a family friendly event that incorporated a beach clean-up, "splash mob", and 
sand castle contest, as well as prizes for best homemade fin, sandcastle, and more!  

We thank our 13 volunteers that removed 18 pounds of debris along with Easton’s Beach Snack Bar for provided light 

refreshments for their hard work.  We look forward to seeing everyone again at the fourth Annual Jaws for A Cause! 
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SEPTEMBER 5, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Cliff Walk 

Date:   September 5, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  40 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  40 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Salve Regina — Clean-Up 1 of 1 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different access 

points on Aquidneck Island.   On September 9th, 2017 students from Salve Regina teamed with us to remove debris from the 

Newport’s Cliff Walk.  With the help of 40 dedicated students they were able to successfully collect 40 pounds of debris off the 

wall.   

The elevation and wind patterns in this area allow debris deposited by walkers to easily enter the ocean.  We thank the 

Salve students for retrieving the debris before it was allowed to damage our local ecosystems.  The students displayed 

great stewardship by ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to 

future events with Salve! 
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SEPTEMBER 9, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   September 9, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  20 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  6 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - NHCNE — Clean-Up 6 of 6 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up monthly cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England branch adopted Pebble Beach as their 

flexible cleanup program site in hopes of improving ocean health through removal of marine debris. 

This ten-person crew removed 219 pounds of liter from Pebble Beach in 2017.  This cleanups highest itemized debris 

consisted of 29 plastic bags, 44 glass bottles and 33 aluminum cans.  The high volume of fisherman and beachgoers make 

Pebble Beach a popular recreationally locations and an effective cleanup location for our partners at Navy Health Clinic. 
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   September 16, 2017 

Duration:  240 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  143 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2.0 Miles 

Attendance:  74 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

NEWPORT, R.I. — Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Easton’s Beach in Newport on Saturday, 

September 16, from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. Despite the weather on this particularly cloudy day, over 100 volunteers of all ages 

participated in the coastal cleanup and removed 143 pounds of marine debris from the shoreline, dunes and surrounding 

areas at Easton’s Beach. In just a few short hours, volunteers filled five 30-gallon paper bags with debris from the 

shoreline, that is also home to Newport’s famous Cliff Walk. 

Diane Quattrone of Middletown volunteered her time as she chaperoned Girl Scout Troop 721 during the beach cleanup. 

She also brought along her two daughters, 2-year-old Juliet Florence and 9-year-old Grace Florence. Quattrone 

emphasized the importance of encouraging the younger generation to get involved “as much as they can,” she explains, 

“because we live in a beach community, we have an even larger responsibility to take care of our environment.”  Since 

2006, COA has hosted 41 beach cleanups at Easton’s Beach, and collected an amazing 15,947 pounds of marine debris 

with the help of 1,497 volunteers. 
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SEPTEMBER 23, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date:   September 23, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  624 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.3 Miles 

Attendance:  50 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

PORTSMOUTH, R.I. — Over 50 volunteers attended Clean Ocean Access (COA) weekend beach cleanup on September 23, 

and removed a total of 624 pounds of marine debris from Pheasant Drive beach in Portsmouth. The debris was collected 

in reusable bags, generously donated by Clements’ Marketplace. It was a great effort by all community members, 

including the Portsmouth Community Service Club, as they came together to eliminate litter from the shoreline in 

Portsmouth.  COA’s previous cleanup at Pheasant Drive Beach in March 2017 yielded results of 953 pounds of marine 

debris. The organization has hosted 17 cleanups at this location since 2014, and removed a total of 5,919 pounds of 

marine debris in the past three years!   
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SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Sandy Point 

Date:   September 24, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  35 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.3 Miles 

Attendance:  7 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - Pennfield School — Clean-Up 1 of 1 

On this sunny September day, 7 volunteers from The Pennfield School removed 35 pounds of debris from Sandy Point in 

Portsmouth! Amongst the debris, we found boat parts, cans, cigarette filters, balloons, plastic bags, and plates with plastic 

forks, knives, and spoons. Sandy Point is a beautiful location to anchor a boat, or have a picnic on the shore. It is 

important to keep access to this shoreline clean so that the debris doesn’t end up in the ocean and pollute marine 

ecosystems. Thank you to The Pennfield School for working in partnership with Clean Ocean Access and making a huge 

impact on improving ocean health. 
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SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Weaver Cover 

Date:   September 30, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  88 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.7 Miles 

Attendance:  6 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - Portsmouth Middle School — Clean-Up 1 of 1 

A team ran by Dana Reed consisting of 6 students from Portsmouth High School, collected over 88 pounds of trash 

including 4 contractor bags containing dozens of gloves, a tremendous number of bottle caps and a total of 86 plastic 

bottles. Along the immediate access point, a large amount of glass bottles, tin cans and Styrofoam cups was extracted 

from the shrubs.  Thank you to Portsmouth Middle School for working in partnership with Clean Ocean Access and making 

a huge impact on improving ocean health.  
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SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   September 30, 2017 

Duration:  30 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  7 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.4 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - St. Michael’s Country Day School — Clean-Up 3 of 4 
 
Let us start by expressing our gratitude for St. Michael’s Country Day School for adopting the coastline at Easton's Beach as part of 
their science curriculum. 

Our goal is to ensure clean access so future generations can enjoy ocean activities. It is our pleasure to see the students of St. 
Michael's Country Day School taking action! 

The students were enthusiastic and displayed great stewardship as they climbed the boulders to pick out debris. Thank 

you for ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to future events 

with SMCDS! 
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OCTOBER 7, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach 

Date:   October 7, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  207 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.0 Miles 

Attendance:  24 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

MIDDLETOWN, R.I. — Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Sachuest (Second) Beach in Middletown on 

Saturday, Oct. 7 from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. The weather turned out to be perfect for the event, where 24 volunteers removed 

207 pounds of litter and marine debris from Second Beach. 
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OCTOBER 13, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Tuckerman - West 

Date:   October 13, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  52 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  6 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - Towerstream — Clean-Up 1 of 2 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different access 

points on Aquidneck Island.  Towerstream Corporation is a technology company in the area that adopted Tuckerman-West, Y1 

access point.  We are excited to work with Towerstream and will continue to support them and their in-office sustainable practice 

choice to ban single use styrofoam cups. 

At this particular cleanup on December 13th, 6 Towerstream associates, removed 52 pounds of debris from just 0.2 miles 

at Y1 access point. We look forward to future events with Towerstream Corp! 
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OCTOBER 30, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   October 30, 2017 

Duration:  30 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  28 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.4 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

 

COA Participating Group - St. Michael’s Country Day School — Clean-Up 4 of 4 
 
Let us start by expressing our gratitude for St. Michael’s Country Day School for adopting the coastline at Easton's Beach as part of 
their science curriculum. 

Our goal is to ensure clean access so future generations can enjoy ocean activities. It is our pleasure to see the students of St. 
Michael's Country Day School taking action! 

The students were enthusiastic and displayed great stewardship as they climbed the boulders to pick out debris. Thank 

you for ensuring a clean environment for future generations to enjoy ocean activities. We look forward to future events 

with SMCDS!  
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NOVEMBER 4, 2017 

City/Town:  Little Compton 

Location:  Taylor’s Lane 

Date:   November 4, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  624 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.0 Miles 

Attendance:  25 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

 

LITTLE COMPTON, R.I. — Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted their annual beach cleanup at Taylor’s Lane in Little Compton 

on Saturday, Nov. 4. A great showing of 25 volunteers were able to remove 624 pounds of marine debris from the beach. 

Their teamwork resulted in a very successful clean up, and their presence promoted environmental stewardship in the 

small town just across the Sakonnet River.  In the past seven years, COA has hosted seven beach cleanups at Taylor’s 

Lane, removing a total of 7,726 pounds of marine debris from this location since 2010. 
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NOVEMBER 9, 2017 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Tuckerman - West 

Date:   November 9, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  240 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  7 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - Towerstream — Clean-Up 2 of 2 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different access 

points on Aquidneck Island.  Towerstream Corporation is a technology company in the area that adopted Tuckerman-West, Y1 

access point.  We are excited to work with Towerstream and will continue to support them and their in-office sustainable practice 

choice to ban single use styrofoam cups. 

At this particular cleanup on November 9th, 7 Towerstream associates, removed 240 pounds of debris from just 0.2 miles 

at Y1 access point. We look forward to future events with Towerstream Corp! 
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NOVEMBER 9, 2017 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Newport Beach House 

Date:   November 9, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  57 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  14 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - Rhody Squash — Clean-Up 1 of 1  

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different access 

points on Aquidneck Island.  Rhody Squash is an after school program that helps young students to achieve their personal best 

through the integration of academics, community service and mentorship anchored by the sport of squash and the objective of 

self-actualization.   

The program brought along 14 high-energized students to remove beach debris from the east end of Easton’s beach near the 

Newport Beach House.  The students separated into groups of 3-4 and participated in a friendly competition to collect the most 

debris.  Collectively, the students were able to remove 57 pounds from the coastline. 

We look forward to future events with Rhody Squash!  
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NOVEMBER 11, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Weaver Cove 

Date:   November 11, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  191 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.7 Miles 

Attendance:  29 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA hosted a beach cleanup at Weaver Cove on Saturday, Nov. 11. This was our seventh cleanup at Weaver Cove in 

Portsmouth since January 2017. Collectively, 29 volunteers removed 191 pounds of marine debris from this location. 

Since January 2017, we have removed a total of 2,816 pounds of marine debris.  

It was a great effort by all community members as they came together to eliminate litter from the shoreline in 

Portsmouth.  Also we would like to give a special thanks to Empire Tea & Coffee and Clements Market for providing Hot 

Coffee and Reusable bags for all volunteers!  
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DECEMBER 2, 2017 

City/Town:  Jamestown 

Location:  Hull Cove 

Date:   December 2, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  519 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2.0 Miles 

Attendance:  75 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

75 people removed 519 pounds of marine debris that was on the shore in Jamestown. Bottle caps, pieces of foam and 

hard plastic were abundant, so is the case with just about every beach cleanup. When we are asked why we need to 

eliminate single-use plastics, we express the tragedy that is happening in all world oceans and is effecting stock densities 

of numerous marine organisms. America has to be the leader in eliminating marine debris, and the Island in the middle of 

the Bay of the Ocean State is a great place to put in place a marine debris reduction act to eliminate marine debris.  
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DECEMBER 7, 2017 

City/Town:  Bristol 

Location:  RWU Willow Beach 

Date:   December 7, 2017 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  62 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - US Sailing — Clean-Up 2 of 2 

This event was made possible by our very own environmental science intern, Max Kraimer.  As a student at Roger 

Williams University (RWU), his objective for this cleanup was to get the schools community engaged as well as to present 

the data to his environmental anthropology course.   

With the help of volunteers from the RWU community and the local US Sailing group, the group collected a total of 62 

pounds which mostly consisted of 92 beer cans, 57 plastic bottles, and 43 plastic utensils.  This marked the second to last 

cleanup of the 2017 year and wouldn’t have through without the work from our intern and volunteers.  
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DECEMBER 9, 2017 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Gull Cove 

Date:   December 9, 2017 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  350 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  27 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

The cleanup performed on December 9th at Gull Cove was the final hooray of the 2017 year.  Regardless of the snowfall, 

our 27 dedicated volunteers were able to remove 350 pounds of debris from the Portsmouth coastline.  Debris found 

ranged in all sizes, from microplastics to large buckets and tires.   

We are extremely thankful for our partners and volunteers that helped us collect, record, and remove a total of 11,770 

pounds of debris in 2017.  We truly could not have done it without them.  
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JANUARY 13, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Weaver Cove 

Date:   January 13, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  150 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.7 Miles 

Attendance:  27 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) kicked off the new year with a beach cleanup at Weaver Cove on Saturday, January 13th, 

2018. 27 volunteers bundled up and removed 150 pounds of marine debris from the beach on this cold day. COA 

has hosted numerous cleanups at this location with a primary focus on the parking areas, nearby pathways, train 

tracks, and southward to Carr Point. This was also the 5th cleanup Clean Ocean Access has hosted at Weaver Cove, 

removing a total of 3,935 pounds of marine debris from this location since 2016.  During this cleanup, the 

volunteers removed 65 cigarette butts, 15 pieces of fishing line, and 49 straws. 
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JANUARY 14, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Sandy Point 

Date:   January 14, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  175 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.3 Miles 

Attendance:  20 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted their second beach cleanup of the winter on Sunday, January 14th at Sandy Point 

in Portsmouth. 20 volunteers came together on this cold Sunday morning to collect 275 pounds of marine debris, 

preventing the litter from polluting the ocean. COA has hosted 11 cleanups at this location since 2011, removing a 

total of 38,015 pounds of marine debris.   
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JANUARY 15, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   January 15, 2018 

Duration:  30 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  59 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.4 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group - St. Michael’s Country Day School — Clean-Up 1 of 1 
 
Let us start by expressing our gratitude for St. Michael’s Country Day School (SMCDS) for adopting the coastline at Easton’s 
Beach as part of their science curriculum back in 2017. This is the second year SMCDS has participated in our Partner 
Cleanup program, removing a total of 166 pounds of marine debris since January of 2017.  
 
The students were enthusiastic to continue their environmental stewardship efforts and explore the beach while collecting 
debris. This cleanup marked the most marine debris SMCDs has collected at a cleanup with a total of 59 pounds of marine 
debris removed from Easton’s Beach on this cold January day. 
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JANUARY 16, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Miantonomi Park 

Date:   January 16, 2018 

Duration:  30 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  30 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  22 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – The MET School — Clean-Up 1 of 4 
 
Clean Ocean Access (COA) is grateful that the MET School 10th Grade Class has adopted Miantonomi Park as well as Sunset 
Boulevard as their locations for COA’s Partner Cleanup program for the year of 2018. The kids were excited to get involved 
in the community and clean the park of all marine debris both big and small. A few students even discovered a full large 
orange juice bottle buried deep in the ground and worked together to dig it out of the soil, so it could be properly disposed 
of. All 22 students and teachers worked together to removed 30 pounds of marine debris in just under an hour.   
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JANUARY 19, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Dunlap Wheeler Park 

Date:   January 19, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  77 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.2 Miles 

Attendance:  5 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Towerstream — Clean-Up 1 of 5 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  Towerstream Corporation is a technology company in the area that adopted 

Tuckerman-West, Y1 access point and also adopted Dunlap-Wheeler Park as their locations for the COA Partner Cleanup 

program.  We are excited to continue to work with Towerstream and to support them and their in-office sustainable 

practice choice to ban single use Styrofoam cups.  

At this particular cleanup, 5 volunteers from Towerstream Corporation removed 77 pounds of marine debris including over 
50 plastic bags, 2 electrical chords, and 1 large medicine bottle. The volunteers seemed excited to take a hands-on approach 
to help reduce the problem of marine debris and pollution on land and in the ocean. 
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JANUARY 29, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Avenue Beach 

Date:   January 29, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  12 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.1 Miles 

Attendance:  2 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

     

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Salve Regina University — Clean-Up 1 of 2 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups at numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  Protect of our Wildlife (POW), a student organization at Salve Regina University, 

adopted Marine Avenue Beach back in 2014 and has been conducting partner cleanups at that location ever since. On 

January 29, 2018, 2 volunteers braved the cold to remove 12 pounds of marine debris. Since 2014, volunteers from POW 

have removed a total of 188 pounds of marine debris from Marine Avenue Beach. We are excited to continue working with 

POW, a student organization at Salve Regina University whose’ dedicated volunteers strive to raise awareness about the 

conditions of habitats, natural and man-made, and about the way people treat creatures around the world. 
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FEBRUARY 3, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Gull Cove 

Date:   February 3, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  698 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  33 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Gull Cove on Saturday, February 3, 2018. 33 volunteers 

braved the cold and showed up to help remove a total of 698 pounds of marine debris from Gull Cove in 

Portsmouth. 1,209 items in total were removed including 3 tires, a Walkman, 47 plastic bags, and 228 beverage 

bottles. This is the 8th cleanup at this location with a total of 7,279 pounds of marine debris removed through COA 

efforts. One volunteer, Sarah Frost, said, “I am an outdoor person--I love the beach and being on the water. COA is 

the perfect fit for me because I feel very strongly about keeping the environment clean. It is up to us to contribute 

and pull our own weight to protect the beaches and wildlife.” 
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FEBRUARY 3, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Avenue Beach 

Date:   February 3, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  20 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.1 Miles 

Attendance:  10 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

         

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Salve Regina University — Clean-Up 2 of 2 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups at numerous different 

access points on Aquidneck Island.  Protect of our Wildlife (POW), a student organization at Salve Regina University, 

adopted Marine Avenue Beach back in 2014 and has been conducting cleanups as part of the COA Partner Cleanup 

program, at that location ever since. On February 3, 2018, 10 volunteers removed 20 pounds of marine debris from Marine 

Ave Beach just days after their previous cleanup. Since 2014, volunteers from POW have removed a total of 208 pounds of 

marine debris from Marine Avenue Beach. We are excited to continue working with POW, a student organization at Salve 

Regina University whose’ dedicated volunteers strive to raise awareness about the conditions of habitats, natural and man-

made, and about the way people treat creatures around the world. 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Tuckerman West 

Date:   February 16, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  20 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.1 Miles 

Attendance:  4 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Towerstream — Clean-Up 2 of 5 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island.  Towerstream Corporation is a technology company in the area that adopted 
Tuckerman-West, Y1 access point and Dunlap-Wheeler Park as their cleanup locations as part of the COA Partner Cleanup 
program.  We are excited to continue to work with Towerstream and to support them and their in-office sustainable 
practice choice to ban single use Styrofoam cups.  

At this particular cleanup, 4 volunteers from Towerstream Corporation removed 20 pounds of marine debris from the 
Tuckerman West access point including 15 glass bottles, 12 cans, and 58 food wrappers, bringing real time awareness to the 
problem of littering and what is ending up in our oceans.  
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FEBRUARY 24, 2018 

City/Town:  North Kingstown 

Location:  Calf Pasture Beach 

Date:   February 24, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  456 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  35 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA hosted a beach cleanup with the North Kingstown Planning Department and North Kingstown High School at 

Calf Pasture Beach in North Kingstown on Saturday, February 24, 2018. Thirty-five volunteers showed up to help 

remove a total of 456 pounds of marine debris from Calf Pasture Beach with a special appearance by Woodsy Owl 

reminding everyone to “Lend a hand, care for the land!”. Donna Lico of the Conservation Commission of North 

Kingstown says, “The most problematic debris is under the water where you can’t see it. As erosion occurs, these 

things are exposed. This debris can make recreation dangerous”. Another volunteer and North Kingstown High 

School student Mycarthy Newton noted, “For my democracy project, I am working to help ban plastic bags from 

North Kingstown. These cleanups are the first steps towards this goal because we can collect data as we clean. It 

feels good to work on something to help the future of the West Bay”. 
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FEBRUARY 24, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   February 24, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  2 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – NHCNE — Clean-Up 1 of 7 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England (NHCNE) branch adopted Pebble 
Beach as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program back in February of 2017, in hopes of improving ocean health through 
removal of marine debris. 

At this particular cleanup, 8 volunteers from NHCNE removed 2 pounds of marine debris including 11 pieces of clothing, 9 
cans, and 8 plastic bottles. This is the 7th cleanup NHCNE has done at this location.  
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FEBRUARY 24, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach 

Date:   February 24, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  805 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  150 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Second Beach on February 24, 2018. An amazing 150 people 

attended removing an impressive 805 pounds of marine debris from the shoreline. The volunteers cleaned along 

the shoreline, the rocks, as well as along the road all the way to Sachuest Point, removing litter that would most 

likely have become marine debris. The volunteers enjoyed a special appearance by Woodsy Owl, celebrating 

everyones desire to “Lend a Hand, Care for the Land”!  

This group of determined volunteers removed 208 plastic bags, 46 balloons, 179 plastic bottles, 388 glass bottles, 

587 pieces of miscellaneous paper, and much more.  
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MARCH 3, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Breton Point State Park 

Date:   March 3, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  135 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  18 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Brenton Point State Park on Saturday, March 3, 2018. 18 

volunteers braved the storm and heavy winds to help remove a total of 451 pounds of marine debris from Brenton 

Point with some interesting debris in the mix including a stuffed animal elephant! The inclement weather made for 

a challenging cleanup, but the determined volunteers did not let it hold them back from removing all sorts of 

marine debris from the coastline. The volunteers were able to remove the marine debris before the tide came in 

and washed it all into the ocean.  
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MARCH 10, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW – Pebble Beach 

Date:   March 10, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  57 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  7 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 1 of 9 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Neighbors adopted Pebble Beach as their location for COA’s Partner Cleanup program in 
May of 2017. On March 10, 2018, 7 volunteers from Neighbors removed 57 pounds of marine debris from Pebble Beach. 
This is Neighbors first cleanup of the year at this location and 9th cleanup at this location since adopting it as their cleanup 
site. In total, volunteers from Neighbors have removed 5,163.5 pounds of marine debris from Pebble Beach since adopting 
this site back in 2017.  
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MARCH 10, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Island Park 

Date:   March 10, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  411 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  57 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

     

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a beach cleanup at Island Park with 57 volunteers who braved the windy weather to 

help cleanup 411 pounds of marine debris. Volunteers picked up over 220 plastic bags, 125 glass bottles, as well as 

over 10 dog poop bags that were left in piles at the entrance to the beach. 

This is the second cleanup Clean Ocean Access has hosted at Island Park, with a plan to increase frequency of 

cleanups at this location and expand stewardship efforts throughout Portsmouth. COA plans to host another 

cleanup at Island Park in the Fall.  
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MARCH 24, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   March 24, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  2 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – NHCNE — Clean-Up 2 of 7 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England (NHCNE) branch adopted Pebble 
Beach as their location back in February of 2017 as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program, in hopes of improving ocean 
health through removal of marine debris. 

At this particular cleanup, 4 volunteers removed 10 pounds of marine debris from Pebble Beach.  Among the debris were 24 
plastic bags, 14 cans, 6 lobster traps and more. This is the 8th cleanup NHCNE has done at this location. NHCNE has removed 
231 pounds of marine debris total from Pebble Beach since February of 2017.  
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MARCH 24, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Weaver Cove 

Date:   March 24, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  115 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.7 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Weaver Cove in Portsmouth, RI in collaboration with Noah 

Rodgrigues as part of Noahs high school capstone project. Noah helped plan and run this beach cleanup in memory 

of his uncle, John A. Driscoll. 8 volunteers worked to remove 115 pounds of marine debris. Among the debris were 

71 plastic bottles, 102 cigarette butts, 23 cigar tips, a helmet, a flower pot, and more.  
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MARCH 27, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Sunset Blvd 

Date:   March 27, 2018 

Duration:  45 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  1 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  14 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – The MET School — Clean-Up 2 of 4 
 
Clean Ocean Access (COA) is grateful that the MET School 10th Grade Class has adopted Miantonomi Park and Sunset 
Boulevard as their locations for the year of 2018 as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program. On Tuesday, March 27, the MET 
School 10th grade class participated in their second cleanup of the year. The students cleaned Sunset Blvd, which they have 
committed to cleaning every other month.  

The kids were excited to continue being environmental stewards. At this particular cleanup the kids cleaned up 50 food 
wrappers, 21 utensils, a carberator, and more!  
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MARCH 31, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Bailey’s Brook 

Date:   March 31, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  139 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  43 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a cleanup at Bailey’s Brook on Saturday, March 31, 2018. 45 volunteers geared 
up to help remove a total of 139 pounds of marine debris from our watershed at Bailey Brook. There was a special 
appearance by Woodsy Owl and after the cleanup, the volunteers enjoyed an educational talk and walk-through of 
the Gravel Wet Vegetate Treatment System by Tom O’Loughlin. Dave McLaughlin, Executive Director of Clean 
Ocean Access, also led an educational talk about the Aquidneck Island watershed and the importance of a healthy 
and clean watershed.  



 

 

P
ag

e3
4

2
 

APRIL 7,  2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Melville Park 

Date:   April 7, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  712 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  35 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Melville Park in Portsmouth, RI on March 7, 2018 to launch 

the new Melville Park Initiative. Members from the Melville Park Committee were in attendance to discuss the 

importance of Melville Park, describe their different trails and ponds, and help engage people to want to continue 

stewardship efforts at Melville Park 

35 volunteers attended including students from Salve Regina University to help remove 712 pounds of marine 

debris including a mattress, tractor tire, 151 plastic bottles, 137 glass bottles, 206 cans, and more. COA plans to 

continue stewardship initiatives at Melville Park with monthly trail maintenance and cleaning.   
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APRIL 8,  2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Fort Adams 

Date:   April 8, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  1790 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  347 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a shoreline cleanup in collaboration with the Aquidneck Land Trust (ALT) and 

sponsored by The Roberts Group at Morgan Stanley, at Fort Adams State Park on April 7th, 2018 in preparation for 

the 2018 Volvo Ocean Race Newport Stopover to be held at Fort Adams. An amazing 347 volunteers arrived to 

help clean marine debris of all sizes from the park. This was the most volunteers to participate in a cleanup with 

COA since the organization started doing cleanups back in 2006. Chipotle Mexican Grill donated burritos to be 

enjoyed during the cleanup and Woodsy Owl made a special appearance at the park to bring excitement to caring 

for the land!  

“Over 125,000 people are going to experience the Volvo Ocean Race Village in May, and we want them to see our 

island in its best light,” said Dave McLaughlin, Executive Director of COA, prior to the cleanup. All the volunteers 

worked together to remove 1790 pounds of marine debris from the park.  



 

 

P
ag

e3
4

4
 

APRIL 10, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Bailey Brook 

Date:   April 10, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  456 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  132 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) visited Middletown Highschool for the second year in a row to run an environmental 

stewardship day with The Anchor Academy consisting of the Middletown high school Freshman class. This is the 

second year in a row that COA has participated in The Anchor Academy with the goal of inspiring and empowering 

the freshman class to protect the natural resources of our island. The Anchor Academy broke into four groups to 

clean up four difference areas of Bailey Brook in the Aquidneck Island watershed. In total, 132 volunteers braved 

the cold and snowy weather to remove 403 pounds of marine debris. The kids were excited to see what they could 

find and returned to the school after the cleanups to reflect on their experience.  
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APRIL 12, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Sunset Blvd 

Date:   April 12, 2018 

Duration:  45 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  1 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  14 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – The MET School — Clean-Up 3 of 4 
 
Clean Ocean Access (COA) is grateful that the MET School 10th Grade Class has adopted Miantonomi Park and Sunset 
Boulevard as their locations for the year of 2018 as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program. On Thursday April 12th, the 
MET School 10th grade class cleaned Sunset Blvd for the second time this year. 

At this particular cleanup, the students removed a significant 79 plastic bags, 46 food wrappers, 14 pieces of clothing/shoes 
and more! We are excited to have The MET School continue their efforts at Sunset Blvd as environmental stewards.  
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APRIL 14, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Cliff Walk and Streets 

Date:   April 14, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  403 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 7 Miles 

Attendance:  150 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a shoreline cleanup in collaboration with the Newport Daffodil Days Festival at 

The Cliff Walk in Newport on April 14, 2018. An impressive 150 volunteers arrived to clean The Cliff Walk and 

surrounding streets, removing 403 pounds of marine debris consisting of fishing gear, cigarette butts, plastic water 

bottles and more. 
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APRIL 14, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW – Pebble Beach 

Date:   April 14, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  66 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 2 of 9 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Neighbors adopted Pebble Beach as their location in May of 2017 as part of COA’s 
Partner Cleanup program. On April 14, 2018, 8 volunteers from Neighbors removed 66 pounds of marine debris from 
Pebble Beach. Among the debris were 20 paper bags, 44 plastic bottles, 66 glass bottles, 71 cans, 127 food wrappers, 2 golf 
balls and more. This is the second cleanup Neighbors has hosted at Pebble Beach in 2018 with a plan to continue monthly 
cleanups at this location throughout 2018.  
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APRIL 20, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Tuckerman West 

Date:   April 20, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  15 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.1 Miles 

Attendance:  6 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Towerstream — Clean-Up 3 of 5 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island.  Towerstream Corporation is a technology company in the area that adopted 
Tuckerman-West, Y1 access point and Dunlap-Wheeler Park as their cleanup locations as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup 
program.  We are excited to continue to work with Towerstream and to support them and their in-office sustainable 
practice choice to ban single use Styrofoam cups.  

At this cleanup, 6 volunteers from Towerstream Corporation removed 15 pounds of marine debris including 10 plastic bags, 
4 paper bags, 13 glass bottles, 16 caps and lids, 29 food wrappers, 16 cigarette butts, and more, bringing real time 
awareness to the problem of littering and what is ending up in our oceans.  
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APRIL 21, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Miantonomi Park 

Date:   April 21, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  52 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  18 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a cleanup at Miantonomi Park on April 21, 2018 in collaboration with Bike 

Newport at the site of what is going to be Newport’s Big Blue Bike Barn! Volunteers from Bike Newport, the 

surrounding neighborhood, and students from Salve Regina worked together to remove 52 pounds of marine 

debris including many pieces of small plastics, bottles and wrappers that had been bulldozed over and stuck in the 

ground, from Miantonomi Park. The students from Salve Regina used the debris they collected to form shapes of 

endangered animals which they photographed after as part of their class at Salve Regina University.  

 

  



 

 

P
ag

e3
5

0
 

APRIL 21, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Pebble Beach 

Date:   April 21, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  5 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – NHCNE — Clean-Up 3 of 7 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. The Newport’s local Navy Health Clinic New England (NHCNE) branch adopted Pebble 
Beach as their cleanup location back in February of 2017 as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program, in hopes of improving 
ocean health through removal of marine debris. 

At this particular cleanup, 5 volunteers from NHCNE removed 6 pounds of marine debris. Among the debris were 11 plastic 
bags, 11 glass bottles, 5 food wrappers, 9 pieces of fishing line and more.  
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APRIL 22, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Pheasant Drive 

Date:   April 22, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  1,425 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  250 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a coastal Earth Day cleanup on Sunday, April 22nd at Pheasant Drive Beach with 

girl scouts of Newport County. 250 volunteers of all ages geared up and spread amongst the beach, paths, and 

parking lots to help remove 1,425 pounds of marine debris. Girl Scouts from all over Aquidneck Island joined 

together with their troops to work as environmental stewards and participated in this Earth Day event being 

awarded with a COA patch. Elite Miss Rhode Island and President of Rhode Island Vegan Awareness, Laura Barlow, 

showed her support by participating in the cleanup and hosting an all vegan bake sale at the cleanup. The marine 

debris removed consisted of foam buoys, boat seats, floaties, mattresses, building material and more! 
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APRIL 24, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Gull Cove 

Date:   April 24, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  1,650 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  30 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

    

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Sensata Technologies — Clean-Up 1 of 2 

On Tuesday April 24, 2018 The Sensata Technologies chose the Gull Cove Fishing Area in Portsmouth as their 
cleanup site for their day of service and for future cleanups as environmental stewards as a participating group in 
COA’s Partner Cleanup program. 30 volunteers from Sensata Technologies gathered with COA to remove 1,650 
pounds of marine debris from the Gull Cove Fishing Area. Included in the marine debris removed was a leaf 
blower, several tires, an abundance of illegally dumped carpentry material and more. We are excited to continue 
this relationship with The Sensata Technologies foundation and expand the stewardship effort at Gull Cove.  
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MAY 2, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Stringham Road 

Date:   May 2, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  700 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  30 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Melville Marine Industries — Clean-Up 1 of 1 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups across Aquidneck Island. 
COA hosted a cleanup at Stringham Road with support and participation from Portsmouth Maritime, Portsmouth Refit, LMI, 
Ocean Link, Rail Explorers, Hinckley Yacht Services, Cay, New England Boatworks, S&S, East Coast Yacht Sales, Doug 
Wielhouwer, Northstar Yacht Sales, Kiwi Marine, Gulf Stream Grille and the Navy officers from the supply support team 
from Naval Station Newport. 30 volunteers came together to remove approximately 700 pounds of marine debris from 
Stringham Road including motorcycle tires, metal pipes and a toaster oven. We are excited to continue this long 
stewardship effort with the marine trade industry in Portsmouth at Stringham Road.  
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MAY 7, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Ave Beach 

Date:   May 7, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  18 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  12 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

     

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Magellan — Clean-Up 1 of 6 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Magellan Health adopted Marine Ave Beach as their cleanup location on May 7th, 2018 
as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program. This is the second year Magellan Health has teamed up with Clean Ocean Access 
to help clean our coastline.  

12 people from Magellan worked hard to kick off their stewardship initiative and removed 18 pounds of marine debris from 
Marine Ave Beach and the surrounding Cliff Walk. The volunteers removed 65 plastic bags, 37 glass bottles, 44 cans, 85 lids, 
44 cups, plates, and utensils and more. We are excited to continue this cleanup effort with Magellan Health and continue 
stewardship efforts at The Cliff Walk and Marine Ave Beach.   
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MAY 8, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Miantonomi Park 

Date:   May 8, 2018 

Duration:  45 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  1 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.25 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – The MET School — Clean-Up 4 of 4 
 
Clean Ocean Access (COA) is grateful that the MET School 10th Grade Class has adopted Miantonomi Park and Sunset 
Boulevard as their cleanup locations for the year of 2018 as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program. On May 8th, 15 
volunteers from the MET School 10th grade class cleaned up Miantonomi Park in Newport.  

This group of students removed 34 plastic bottles, 67 food wrappers, 34 pull tabs, 18 cigarette butts and more. This is the 
second time this year The MET School has cleaned up Miantonomi Park and we are excited to continue with these 
stewardship efforts.  
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MAY 12, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW – Pebble Beach 

Date:   May 12, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  22 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  5 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 3 of 9 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Neighbors adopted Pebble Beach as their cleanup location in May of 2017 as part of 
COA’s Partner Cleanup program. On May 12, 2018, 5 volunteers from Neighbors removed 22 pounds of marine debris from 
Pebble Beach. This is the 10th cleanup Neighbors has led at this location.  

In total, volunteers from Neighbors have removed 5,229 pounds of marine debris from Pebble Beach since adopting this 
site back in 2017. At this cleanup, the volunteers removed 19 straws, 5 pieces of building material, 9 pieces of fishing line 
and more. We are grateful that Neighbors has continued to clean Pebble Beach and participate in our Partner Cleanup 
program for another year.  
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MAY 15, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Purgatory Chasm 

Date:   May 15, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  12 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  7 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – KVH— Clean-Up 1 of 2 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. KVH adopted Purgatory Chasm in Middletown as their cleanup location on January 31st,  
2017 as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program. This is the 5th cleanup KVH has led at this location with 7 volunteers 
removing 12 pounds of marine debris on May 12, 2018.  

At this particular cleanup, volunteers from KVH removed 10 plastic bags, 7 plastic bottles, 21 caps, 29 food wrappers, 14 
pieces of fishing line, 227 cigarette butts and more. We are excited for KVH to continue their stewardship efforts and bring 
awareness to the types of marine debris that are ending up on our coastline at our public access points.  
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MAY 19, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Castle Hill 

Date:   May 19, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  280 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  39 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Volvo Car Executives— Clean-Up 1 of 1 
 

On May 19th 2018, 39 volunteers from all around the world who were in Newport for the 2018 Volvo Ocean Race Newport 
Stopover representing Volvo Cars, tackled four areas of coastline to remove 280 pounds of marine debris in just under an 
hour. The four groups performed a 45 minute citizen science marine debris shoreline cleanup where one group collected 
litter from the rocky shoreline that is commonly used for recreational fishing, one group cleaned the sandy beach, scouring 
the beach for small plastics and consumer waste, another group cleaned the rocky shoreline where debris is captured and 
deposited because of waves and tide and the last group cleaned the roadways along the shoreline collecting hundreds of 
cigarette butts, cans and food wrappers illustrating the litter that is highly likely to become marine debris.  
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MAY 20, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Sandy Point 

Date:   May 20, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  239 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – The Pennfield School— Clean-Up 1 of 1 
 

On May 20th 2018, 15 volunteers from The Pennfield School removed 239 pounds of marine debris from Sandy Point. The 
Pennfield School has been participating in COA’s Partner Cleanup program since February 28th, 2016. Volunteers from The 
Pennfield School have removed 727 pounds of marine debris from Sandy Point in 7 cleanups since 2016. This particular 
cleanup on May 20th, 2018, was the most amount of marine debris removed during a single cleanup at Sandy Point for the 
Pennfield School. Among the marine debris were 138 pieces of miscellaneous plastic, 66 pieces of building material, 88 
cigarette butts, 22 pieces of rope, 25 pieces of fishing line, 21 straws, 72 food wrappers and more! We are excited for the 
children at the Pennfield School to continue evolving as environmental stewards and care for the coastline! 
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MAY 25, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Fort Adams 

Date:   May 25, 2018 

Duration:  90 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  40 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  5 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Sail Newport — Clean-Up 1 of 1 
 
On May 25, 2018 Sail Newport and Clean Ocean Access (COA) worked together to clean Fort Adams State Park following the 
2018 Volvo Ocean Race Newport stopover which was held May 8 – May 20. Prior to the 2018 Newport Stopover, 347 
volunteers remove 1,790 pounds of marine debris from Fort Adams State Park in preparation for the Volvo Ocean Race. We 
were pleased to see that all the vendors did their part in cleaning up after themselves and only 40 pounds of marine debris 
were removed from Fort Adams by 5 dedicated volunteers following the 2018 Volvo Ocean Race Newport Stopover. We are 
thrilled with the sustainability efforts both COA and Sail Newport took part in prior to, during, and post 2018 Volvo Ocean 
Race. 
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MAY 30, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   May 30, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  21 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  25 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 1 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. This program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible 

to the public. This was the first AFTER5 cleanup of the season. We had help from 25 volunteers, including some 

from the Navy Health Clinic New England, who collected 21 pounds of marine debris. Volunteers were enthusiastic 

to kick off this years AFTER5 Cleanup program!  
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JUNE 5, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Avenue Beach 

Date:   June 5, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  10 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Magellan — Clean-Up 2 of 6 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Magellan Health adopted Marine Ave Beach as their cleanup location on May 7th, 2018 
as part of COA’s Partner Cleanup program. This is the second year Magellan Health has teamed up with Clean Ocean Access 
to help clean our coastline.  

8 volunteers from Magellan Health participated in this cleanup, removing a total of ten pounds of marine debris from 
Marine Ave Beach. Among the debris were 14 paper bags, 5 fishing nets, 12 pieces of rope, a frisbee, shovel and more. We 
are excited to continue stewardship efforts with Magellan Health at Marine Ave Beach.  
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JUNE 6, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   June 6, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  5 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  7 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 2 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. This was the second AFTER5 cleanup of the summer, although it was still a bit chilly 

for June! We had help from 7 volunteers who collected 5 pounds of marine debris. Among the debris were 53 

cigarette butts, 15 food wrappers, 18 caps/lids, 21 pieces of miscellaneous foam and more.  
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JUNE 7, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   June 7, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  135 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.75 Miles 

Attendance:  44 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

     

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a World Oceans Day cleanup at Easton’s Beach on Thursday, June 7th prior to our 

2nd annual World Oceans Day Event. 44 volunteers including volunteers from People Credit Union scoured the 

beach and surrounding areas to remove 135 pounds of marine debris. The volunteers got into the World Oceans 

Day spirit and some even dressed up as sea creatures, making for a fun and enthusiastic cleanup. This cleanup was 

followed by our 2nd Annual World Oceans Day Event celebrating 12 years of beach cleanups and more.  
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JUNE 7, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Pheasant Drive 

Date:   June 7, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  7 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  6 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Maher — Clean-Up 1 of 2 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups at numerous 

locations. Maher Center has conducted cleanups at both Pheasant Drive Beach in Portsmouth and Third Beach in 

Middletown since joining the COA Partner Cleanup program in June of 2016.This is the third cleanup volunteers 

from the Maher Center have conducted at Pheasant Drive Beach.  

At this cleanup, 6 volunteers worked together over the period of an hour to remove 7 pounds of marine debris. 

Among the debris were 20 paper bags, 16 plastic bags, 13 caps and lids, 34 food wrappers, 45 cigarette butts, a 

fishing real more. We are excited to continue collaborating with the Maher Center to work towards a more 

sustainable future.  
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JUNE 13, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   June 13, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  22 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  17 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 3 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. This was the third AFTER5 cleanup of the season. It was featured as part of the 

sustainability campaign of the Newport to Bermuda Sailing Race. Seventeen people collected 22 pounds of marine 

debris. Staff members Eva and Jessie were interviewed by Social Media Representative Nic Douglas before the 

cleanup about COA sustainability efforts and the balloon tracking activity for the participants of the Newport 

Bermuda Race.  
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JUNE 20, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   June 20, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  33 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  27 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 4 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. This was the fourth AFTER5 Clean-Up of the season. We had help from a large 

group of 27 enthusiastic volunteers who collected a whopping 33 pounds of marine debris. 
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JUNE 22, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Tuckerman-West 

Date:   June 22, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  15 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  3 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

     

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Towerstream — Clean-Up 4 of 5 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island.  Towerstream Corporation is a technology company in the area that adopted 
Tuckerman-West, Y1 access point and Dunlap-Wheeler Park as their cleanup locations as part of the COA Partner Cleanup 
Program.  We are excited to continue to work with Towerstream and to support them and their in-office sustainable 
practice choice to ban single use Styrofoam cups.  

At this particular cleanup, 3 volunteers from Towerstream Corporation removed 15 pounds of marine debris from the 
Tuckerman West access point including 15 paper bags, 14 plastic bottles, 50 food wrappers/containers, a pair of 
headphones and more.  
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JUNE 23, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Fort Adams 

Date:   June 23, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  42 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  19 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

     

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Stone Soup Leadership Institute — Clean-Up 1 of 1 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups all around Aquidneck 
Island. Clean Ocean Access hosted a cleanup at Fort Adams State Park to kick-off the 14th Youth Leadership Summit for 
Sustainable Development with the Stone Soup Leadership Institute. The summit is a week-long program focused on 
leadership training and helping the participants to explore their personal and professional goals. The summit includes large 
group presentations and small group workshops that help the participants develop action plans for sustainability projects 
and their individual development plans. COA hosted the cleanup on the first day of the summit to encourage the students 
to think about sustainable practices and environmental stewardship. At this particular cleanup, the volunteers from the 
Stone Soup Leadership Institute removed 42 pounds of marine debris from the coastline along Fort Adams in 1 hour. Clean 
Ocean Access is excited to continue this relationship with the Stone Soup Leadership Institute and help to promote a more 
sustainable future.  
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JUNE 27, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   June 27, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  20 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 5 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. We had help from 15 enthusiastic volunteers, including some from the Navy Health 

Clinic New England, who helped collect 20 pounds of marine debris. We were also fortunate to have a talented 

photographer, Tiffany, capture some great moments from the event, pictured above.  
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JUNE 28, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Lower Thames – Newport Waterfront 

Date:   June 28, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  42 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1.5 Miles 

Attendance:  12 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup in collaboration with Mount Gay Rum, The Last Straw Newport 

and Midtown Oyster Bar. This cleanup was held on Lower Thames and the surrounding wharves to bring real time 

awareness to the problem of litter entering our oceans, particularly litter originating from local waterfront 

restaurants. Clean Ocean Access employees and volunteers organized the items to separate over 30 straws and 

branded plastic cups from the pile and present the items to the group of volunteers. The volunteers braved the 

rainy weather for a little over an hour to then return to Midtown Oyster Bar and enjoy a delicious lunch provided 

by Midtown Oyster Bar and a rum tasting led by Mount Gay Rum.  
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JULY 9, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Avenue Beach 

Date:   July 9, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  10 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  10 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Magellan — Clean-Up 3 of 6 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Magellan Health adopted Marine Ave Beach as their cleanup location on May 7th, 2018 
as part of the COA Partner Cleanup program. This is the second year Magellan Health has teamed up with Clean Ocean 
Access to help clean our coastline.  

Volunteers from Magellan Health have been dedicated in their goal to clean the coastline at Marine Ave Beach every 
month, making this their third cleanup in three months with a cleanup planned for each of the following months in 2018. 
The volunteers at this cleanup removed another 10 pounds of marine debris including 8 plastic bags, 8 plastic bottles, 9 
caps, 16 food wrappers, 7 straws, 5 pieces of rope, a pallet, and more.  
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JULY 11, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   July 11, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  10 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  12 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 6 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. After a week off for the 4th of July, this was the sixth AFTER5 cleanup of the season. 

We had help from 12 volunteers who collected 10 pounds of marine debris during one of the busiest surf days of 

the summer.  
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JULY 14, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW - Pebble Beach 

Date:   July 14, 2018 

Duration:  90 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  33 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  6 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 4 of 9 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Neighbors adopted Pebble Beach as their cleanup location in May of 2017 as part of the 
COA Partner Cleanup program. On July 14, 2018 6 volunteers from Neighbors removed 33 pounds of marine debris from 
Pebble Beach. This is the 11th cleanup Neighbors has led at this location. We are grateful that Neighbors has continued to 
clean Pebble Beach and participate in our Partner Cleanup program for another year.  
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JULY 18, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   July 18, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  34 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  22 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA After5 – Cleanup 7 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. This was the seventh AFTER5 cleanup of the season. We had help from 22 

volunteers, including some who made the trek up from the Mystic Aquarium of Connecticut and collected 34 

pounds of marine debris. There were also divers who came from the aquarium and conducted an underwater 

cleanup.   
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JULY 24, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Gull Cove 

Date:   July 24, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  597 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  22 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Sensata Technologies — Clean-Up 2 of 2 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous 

different access points on Aquidneck Island. The Sensata Technologies adopted the Gull Cove Fishing Area in 

Portsmouth as their cleanup site in April of 2017 for their day of service and for future cleanups as environmental 

stewards as a participating group in the Partner Cleanup program for Clean Ocean Access (COA). They conducted 

their second cleanup on July 24, 2018 with 22 volunteers working together to remove 597 pounds of marine 

debris.  

The volunteers worked together in small teams remove debris from all around Gull Cove. After an hour, the teams 

broke for lunch and decided that for the second hour they wanted to compete to see which team could collect the 

most marine debris. The teams put in the extra effort to remove as much marine debris as possible including heavy 

construction material in just two hours. We are excited to continue this relationship with Sensata Technologies and 

promote environmental stewardship across the company. In just two cleanups, Sensata Technologies has removed 

2,247 pounds of marine debris from Gull Cove Fishing Area.   
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JULY 25, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   July 18, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  34 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  22 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 8 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our vision of a 

healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is 

accessible to the public. This was the eighth AFTER5 cleanup of the season and was led by special guest intern 

Quinn Jones. We had help from 22 enthusiastic volunteers, including some exchange students from China, who 

collected 34 pounds of marine debris from the coastline. 
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JULY 26, 2018 

City/Town:  Barrington 

Location:  Police Cove 

Date:   July 26, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  10.5 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  6 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Maher — Clean-Up 2 of 2 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups at numerous 

locations. Maher Center has conducted cleanups at three different locations since joining the COA Partner Cleanup 

program in June of 2016. They have conducted three cleanups at Pheasant Drive Beach in Portsmouth, two 

cleanups at Third Beach in Middletown, and this is their first cleanup at Police Cove Park in Barrington.  

At this particular cleanup, 6 volunteers from the Maher Center worked together to remove 10.5 pounds of marine 

debris from Police Cove Park. We are excited to continue working with the Maher center to continue promoting 

environmental stewardship across Aquidneck Island and all of Rhode Island.   
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JULY 27, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth 

Location:  50 Rights-of-way 

Date:   July 27, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  174 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 12.5 Miles 

Attendance:  38 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Amica Mutual Insurance — Clean-Up 1 of 2 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups at numerous 

locations. Amica Mutual Insurance collaborated with Clean Ocean Access for their day of service. 38 volunteers 

ventured all around Portsmouth, Middletown and Newport to clean all 50 public access rights-of-ways on 

Aquidneck Island. This cleanup kicked off the environmental stewardship relationship between Clean Ocean Access 

and Amica Mutual Insurance. The volunteers removed 174 pounds of marine debris, ensuring the cleanliness of 

the shoreline access points for all to enjoy. We look forward to continuing this relationship with Amica Mutual 

Insurance and hosting future events to spread sustainability awareness to all Amica employees.  
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JULY 31, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Melville Park 

Date:   July 31, 2018 

Duration:  300 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  100 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 miles 

Attendance:  30 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Amica Mutual Insurance — Clean-Up 2 of 2 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups at numerous 

locations. Amica Mutual Insurance collaborated with Clean Ocean Access for their day of service. 30 volunteers 

met in Portsmouth at Melville Park to assist the Melville Park Commission with maintenance of the trails, trash 

pick-up, and painting their storage shed to cover graffiti. This event, as well as the Amica Clean Access event, 

kicked off the environmental stewardship relationship between Clean Ocean Access and Amica Mutual Insurance. 

After a full day event, the volunteers could walk away with a sense of accomplishment and were appreciative that 

they could assist with real projects that would enhance the park. We look forward to continuing this relationship 

with Amica Mutual Insurance and hosting future events to spread sustainability awareness to all Amica employees.  
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AUGUST 1, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   August 1, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  25 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  15 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 9 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. This was the ninth AFTER5 cleanup of the season. We had help from 15 enthusiastic 

volunteers who collected 25 pounds of marine debris including over 160 cigarette butts. 
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AUGUST 1, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Avenue Beach 

Date:   August 1, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  80 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  7 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Magellan — Clean-Up 4 of 6 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Magellan Health adopted Marine Ave Beach as their cleanup location on May 7th, 2018 
as part of the COA Partner Cleanup program. This is the second year Magellan Health has teamed up with Clean Ocean 
Access to help clean our coastline.  

We appreciate the dedication of the Magellan Health volunteers that continue to clean the coastline at Marine Ave Beach 
every month. The 7 volunteers at this cleanup removed an impressive 80 pounds of marine debris from the beach including 
4 plastic bags, 9 balloons, 4 bottles, 6 food wrappers, 3 toys, 11 pieces of rope, 1 snorkel and more! Since adopting this 
right-of-way in May, the volunteers from Magellan Health have removed 118 pounds of marine debris from Marine Ave in 
just 4 beach cleanups.  
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AUGUST 8, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   August 8, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  18 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  13 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 10 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. This was the tenth AFTER5 cleanup of the season. We had help from 13 enthusiastic 

volunteers who collected 18 pounds of marine debris. 
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AUGUST 11, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW – Pebble Beach 

Date:   August 11, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  67 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  14 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 5 of 9 & NHCNE – Cleanup 4 of 7 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. At this particular cleanup, participating groups Neighbors and NHCNE joined forces to 
remove 67 pounds of marine debris from the Kingfisher right-of-way at Pebble beach which is the location both 
organizations have adopted in the past years.  

NHCNE adopted Pebble Beach as their cleanup location in February of 2017, while Neighbors adopted the same location in 
May of 2017, both as part of the COA Partner Cleanup program. Combined, these organizations have performed 20 
cleanups at this location since adopting the right-of-way, removing a total of 910 pounds of marine debris. At this particular 
cleanup, 14 volunteers removed 67 pounds of marine debris.  
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AUGUST 15, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   August 15, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  25 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  18 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 11 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our vision of a 

healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is 

accessible to the public. This was the eleventh AFTER5 cleanup of the season. We had help from 18 enthusiastic 

volunteers who collected 25 pounds of marine debris, including one dedicated volunteer who spent her time 

collecting nearly a hundred of Styrofoam balls from the shoreline. 
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AUGUST 22, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   August 22, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  65 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  50 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

    

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 12 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. The AFTER5 Cleanup program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our 

vision of a healthy ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline 

that is accessible to the public. This was the twelfth AFTER5 cleanup of the season and our biggest turn out yet 

with 50 enthusiastic volunteers who collected 65 pounds of marine debris. Two groups joined us for this cleanup: 

the Navy Justice School and Elevate Fitness of Middletown. 
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AUGUST 27, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Pheasant Drive 

Date:   August 27, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  50 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  50 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Roger Williams University Day of Service 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a cleanup at Pheasant Drive Beach in Portsmouth, RI with 50 incoming Freshman at 

Roger Williams University. Jessie Frascotti, The Program Coordinator at Clean Ocean Access started the cleanup 

with a discussion about environmental stewardship and the importance of connecting with the ocean and your 

community. The students were excited to enjoy a day on the beach while giving back to their community. They 

removed 35 pounds of marine debris and were shocked by the amount of cigarette butts they found. The cleanup 

ended with a reflection on what marine debris the students discovered and a discussion about sea level rise, 

marine debris, plastic pollution. The students brainstormed ways to reduce their use of single-use plastic and 

reduce their waste.  
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AUGUST 29, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach – Surfers’ End 

Date:   August 29, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  50 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  50 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA AFTER5 – Cleanup 13 of 13 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a series of AFTER5 cleanups every Wednesday this summer from 5-6 PM at Surfers’ End 

of Second Beach. This program was designed to inspire beachgoers in peak season to share our vision of a healthy 

ocean that is free of marine debris with water that is safe for all ocean activities and a shoreline that is accessible 

to the public. This was the final AFTER5 cleanup of the season with 50 volunteers in attendance that helped 

remove 50 pounds of marine debris. Volunteers from Salve Regina University, Elevate Fitness, and more joined us 

for this final cleanup of the season. Among the 50 pounds of marine debris were 190 food wrappers, 38 straws and 

stirrers, 339 cigarette butts, and more reflecting a large amount of beachgoers taking in the beautiful weather at 

the end of this summer season. We are very appreciative of Paige Myatt, the summer COA Environmental Science 

Intern, for running all the AFTER5 cleanups of the Summer 2018 season.  
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SEPTEMBER 4, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Ave & Cliff Walk 

Date:   September 4, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  41 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  22 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Salve Regina University Day of Service 

Clean Ocean Access hosted a cleanup at Marine Ave and the Cliff Walk on September 4th with 22 Freshman from 

Salve Regina University for their day of service. The students were excited to explore and clean the areas 

surrounding their campus while giving back to their community as new residents of Aquidneck Island. Together, 

the 22 volunteers removed 41 pounds of marine debris included 114 food wrappers, 27 straws and stirrers, 124 

cigarette butts and more. The students braved the hot and humid weather to make sure the coastline was clean 

from debris.  
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Kings Beach Fishing Area 

Date:   September 11, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  50 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  25 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

     

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Cox Automotive — Clean-Up 1 of 1 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups all around Aquidneck 
Island. Cox Automotive chose Clean Ocean Access to collaborate with for their Service Day and participated in a cleanup at 
Kings Beach Fishing Area in Newport, RI. It was a beautiful afternoon and the volunteers made the extra effort to find and 
clean the debris that was not only in the fishing area, but also along the surrounding roads, brush, and woods, removing 50 
pounds of marine debris in only an hour. The volunteers were surprised by some of the marine debris they came across 
including condoms, syringes, and hundreds of cigarette butts. After the cleanup, the volunteers reflected on the amount 
and types of marine debris they removed from what seemed to be a clean area. The volunteers then visited the Marina 
Trash Skimmers at Perrotti Park for a skimmer tour with COA Executive Director, Dave McLaughlin.  
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SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Easton’s Beach 

Date:   September 15, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  198 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  73 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup on International Coastal Cleanup Day at Easton’s Beach on September 
15, 2018 in collaboration with Save the Bay. 73 volunteers of all ages arrived on this beautiful September morning ready to 
lend a hand. Pictured left, John Burr, COA Board Member, and his daughter carried heavy pieces of construction material 
from the rocks at Easton’s Beach. Among the 198 pounds of marine debris collected were 301 strapping bands, 231 plastic 
bottle caps, 1981 cigarette butts and more. Joe Lee (pictured on right side of the left picture), volunteer and Newport 
resident, reflected on the cleanup and said “Your home won’t clean itself. Love where I live.” This is the first weekend 
cleanup of the Fall and COA is excited to continue the core weekend cleanups through the Fall, Winter and Spring.  
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SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW – Pebble Beach 

Date:   September 15, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  36 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  14 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 6 of 9 & NHCNE – Cleanup 5 of 7 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. At this particular cleanup, participating groups Neighbors and NHCNE joined forces on 
this International Coastal Cleanup Day on September 15th to remove 36 pounds of marine debris from the Kingfisher right-
of-way at Pebble Beach which is the location both organizations have adopted in the past years as part of the COA Partner 
program. Among the 36 pounds of marine debris were 19 plastic bags, 33 plastic bottles, 32 cans, 14 pieces of fishing line, 2 
boat parts, and more.  

NHCNE adopted Pebble Beach as their cleanup location in February of 2017, while Neighbors adopted the same location in 
May of 2017 as part of the COA Partner Cleanup program. This is the second cleanup that both groups have joined together 
to clean Pebble Beach at Kingfisher Ave. 
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SEPTEMBER 22, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Pheasant Drive Beach 

Date:   September 22, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  201 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  78 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

    

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Pheasant Drive in Portsmouth on Saturday, September 22nd. 78 
volunteers, including volunteers from the Portsmouth High School Soccer Team, TD Bank in Middletown, and local 
Portsmouth residents, worked together on this sunny afternoon to remove 201 pounds of marine debris including 85 plastic 
bottles, a fishing pole, 153 glass bottles, 232 caps and lids, 97 straws, 248 cigarette butts. This is the 20th cleanup COA has 
hosted at Pheasant Drive Beach since 2014. TD Bank in Middletown donated 50 reusable water bottles at this cleanup and 
we are grateful to have Peoples Credit Union sponsoring all of our cleanups. The Portsmouth girls soccer team (pictured on 
the right) said: It was a great experience to help the community and a great opportunity to bond as a team. We enjoyed 
being able to make a difference and save the wildlife.” Local Portsmouth residents and frequent volunteers of COA, Linda 
Ujifusa and Mark Ryan (pictured on the left) were also excited to be part of this community event and help clean Pheasant 
Drive.  
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OCTOBER 1, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Avenue Beach 

Date:   October 1, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  10 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  9 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Magellan — Clean-Up 5 of 6 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Magellan Health adopted Marine Ave Beach as their cleanup location on May 7th, 2018 
as part of the COA Partner Cleanup program. This is the second year Magellan Health has teamed up with Clean Ocean 
Access to help clean our coastline.  

We appreciate the dedication of the Magellan Health volunteers that continue to clean the coastline at Marine Ave Beach 
every month. 9 enthusiastic volunteers attended this cleanup removing a total of 10 pounds of marine debris! Among the 
debris were 8 glass bottles, 5 cans, 20 food wrappers, 18 pieces of rope, 14 cigarette butts, and more. This is the 5th cleanup 
Magellan has led in 2018 at Marine Ave in Newport. Since May, Magellan volunteers have removed a total of 138 pounds of 
marine debris.  
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OCTOBER 5, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Tuckerman-West 

Date:   October 5, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  32 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  4 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Towerstream — Clean-Up 5 of 5 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island.  Towerstream Corporation is a technology company in the area that adopted 
Tuckerman-West, Y1 access point and Dunlap-Wheeler Park as their cleanup locations as part of the COA Partner Cleanup 
program.  We are excited to continue to work with Towerstream and to support them and their in-office sustainable 
practice choice to ban single use Styrofoam cups.  

At this particular cleanup, 4 volunteers from Towerstream Corporation removed an impressive 32 pounds of marine debris 
from the Tuckerman West access point including 28 food wrappers, 39 plastic bottles, 15 glass bottles, 18 plastic bags, a 
condom and more! This is Towerstreams 5th cleanup of the year removing a total of 159 pounds of marine debris from 
Tuckerman Ave and Dunlap-Wheeler Park.  
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OCTOBER 6, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Second Beach, Third Beach, Sachuest Point 

Date:   October 6, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  80 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  49 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

     

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Second Beach in Middletown on Saturday, October 6th. 49 Volunteers 
spread out across Middletown cleaning not only Second Beach, but also Third Beach, Sachuest Point, and the surrounding 
roads. Volunteers from Salve Regina, TD Bank, Advance America, Portsmouth Highschool and more removed 80 pounds of 
marine debris from these locations.  

This was 15th cleanup COA has hosted at Second Beach this year including the 13 AFTER5 beach cleanups that were held 
every Wednesday from 5-6 p.m. during the summer. We were excited to hear from volunteers that this was one of the 
cleanest times they have seen Second Beach. At the last core cleanup COA held at this location, back in February of 2018, 
volunteers removed 805 pounds of marine debris and at this cleanup, volunteers removed 80 pounds, illustrating the 
improved cleanliness of the coastline this time of year. We look forward to continuing cleanups at these locations in the 
future and hope to see continued improvement.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

P
ag

e3
9

7
 

OCTOBER 7, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport & Middletown 

Location:  2018 Amica Newport Marathon Route 

Date:   October 7, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:   

Coastline Covered: 26.2 Miles 

Attendance:  37 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

2018 Amica Newport Marathon 

On October 7, 2018 Clean Ocean Access (COA) volunteers spread out across Newport and Middletown to clean the entirety 
of the Newport Marathon Course. 37 volunteers each covered a mile or two of the marathon course to ensure no litter was 
left behind on the 26.2 miles. The volunteers would wait until the last runner had passed through to then clean their 
assigned mile or two. This is the first time COA has done this event and we look forward to continued years of keeping our 
island clean during large events like and including the Newport Marathon.  

The 37 determined and enthusiastic volunteers removed over 100 plastic bottles, 1174 cups/plates/utensils, 242 food 
wrappers, nearly 500 cigarette butts, and lots of noted Gatorade goo packets. We are grateful for the 26 reusable bags that 
Amica provided to us for the marathon cleanup. Students from the Naval Academy Prep School, the MHS Environmental 
Club, and community members were among the 37 volunteers.   
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OCTOBER 10, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  King Park 

Date:   October 10, 2018 

Duration:  90 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  15 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  35 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – St. Mary Academy – Bay View — Clean-Up 1 of 1 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local schools to set up cleanups and hands-on experiential learning education 
events all around Aquidneck Island. The 8th grade class from St. Mary Academy – Bayview joined Clean Ocean Access at King 
Park in Newport for an educational cleanup and art project about environmental stewardship and ocean health. The 
cleanup was led by Program Coordinator, Jessica Frascotti, who began the cleanup with a discussion about ocean health 
and plastic pollution. The 35 students worked together over the period of an hour and half to clear the park of all debris, 
removing 15 pounds of marine debris from the coastline! After the cleanup, Jessie challenged the students to reflect on the 
items they found and come up with ways to prevent these items from ending up as litter and in our oceans. All the students 
were stunned by the amount of cigarette butts they found during the cleanup and were inspired to influence sustainable 
behavior change in their community as environmental stewards.  
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OCTOBER 13, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW – Pebble Beach 

Date:   October 13, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  104 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  9 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 7 of 9 & NHCNE – Cleanup 6 of 7 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. This is the third cleanup that NHCNE and Neighbors have teamed up to clean Pebble 
Beach. The groups meet on the second Saturday of each month at the Kingfisher right-of-way.  

At this cleanup, 9 volunteers removed an impressive 104 pounds of marine debris which is the most debris removed from 
Pebble Beach in one cleanup in 2018. Among the 104 pounds of marine debris were 39 plastic bags, 34 plastic bottles, 25 
glass bottles, 36 cans, 47 cups/plates/utensils, 50 pieces of fishing line, and more. 



 

 

P
ag

e4
0

0
 

OCTOBER 13, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Corys Lane 

Date:   October 13, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  769 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  19 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

    

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Corys Lane in Portsmouth on October 13, 2018. 19 volunteers worked 
through the cold, rainy weather to collect 796 pounds of marine debris from the coastline including 5 lobster traps, an old 
boat chair, cigarettes from Nicaragua, and a multitude of beer bottles and condoms.  
 
Clean Ocean Access has been hosting cleanups at Corys Lane since December of 2014. COA has removed 2,692 pounds of 
marine debris from this location in just 7 cleanups since 2014. At this particular cleanup, we were excited to have 
volunteers from the Navy Prep School in Newport participate along with some of our frequent volunteers. Christian, Jordan 
and Davon from the Navy Prep School said “We’re just trying to do our part and keep the world clean by cleaning up other 
peoples trash.”  
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NOVEMBER 3, 2018 

City/Town:  Little Compton 

Location:  Taylors Lane 

Date:   November 3, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  465 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  57 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup at Taylors Lane in Little Compton on Saturday, November 3, 2018 in 
memory of Jim Campbell. Family and friends of Jim Campbell gathered with students from Newport Naval Supply School, 
Newport Navy Prep Academy, Providence College, and other local community members to brave the heavy winds and 
remove 465 pounds of marine debris from the coastline of Taylors Lane. Among the marine debris was 14 balloons, 40 
pieces of rope, 4 lobster pots, and more. 
 
Mary Kate Corcoran (pictured far left in the left photo) from the Newport Naval Supply School said “It’s surprising how 
much trash and debris end up on the shore, and how big a couple hours of work can make on a beach. We loved getting 
outside this weekend and seeing the change our efforts made”. Jeff Scully, a senior at Providence College, who came with 
other students from his Community Organizing Class, said “We all had a blast cleaning the beach and can’t wait for the next 
cleanup! It was definitely an eye-opening experience seeing all of the debris on this little beach.” This is the fourth cleanup 
COA has hosted at Taylors Lane since 2015, removing a total of 2,660 pounds. With gusts of wind reaching 50 mph, we are 
grateful for the 57 dedicated and determined volunteers who attended this particular cleanup.   
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NOVEMBER 8, 2018 

City/Town:  Newport 

Location:  Marine Avenue Beach 

Date:   November 8, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  40 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  8 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

  

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Magellan — Clean-Up 6 of 6 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. Magellan Health adopted Marine Ave Beach as their cleanup location on May 7th, 2018 
as part of the COA Partner Cleanup program. This is the second year Magellan Health has teamed up with Clean Ocean 
Access to help clean our coastline.  

This is the 6th cleanup Magellan Health volunteers have led at Marine Ave Beach in 2018. 8 volunteers braved the cold 
windy weather and removed a credible 40 pounds of marine debris from the coastline. We appreciate the dedication of the 
Magellan Health volunteers that continue to clean the coastline at Marine Ave Beach every month. Among the 40 pounds 
of debris were 5 fishing nets, 18 pieces of rope, 4 plastic bags, a plastic chair, 2 golf balls and more! Magellan Health has 
removed a total of 96 pounds of marine debris from Marine Ave Beach so far in 2018 with the help of 54 volunteers.  
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NOVEMBER 11, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW – Pebble Beach 

Date:   November 11, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  163 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  13 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 8 of 9 & NHCNE – Cleanup 7 of 7 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. This is the third cleanup that NHCNE and Neighbors have teamed up to clean Pebble 
Beach. The groups meet on the second Saturday of each month at the Kingfisher right-of-way.  

At this cleanup, 13 volunteers removed an amazing 163 pounds of marine debris; the most marine debris this group has 
removed at Pebble Beach this year! Among the marine debris were 63 glass bottles, 69 cans, 14 pieces of clothing/shoes, 8 
straws, 6 toys, 21 pieces of building material and more. The two groups were excited to work together again and continue 
the cleanup effort at Pebble Beach.  
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NOVEMBER 11, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Melville Park 

Date:   November 11, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  284 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  12 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

    

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup Melville Park in Portsmouth on Saturday, November 11, 2018. 
Volunteers from South County, Portsmouth, and the Newport Naval Supply School spread out along the trails of Melville 
Park to remove 284 pounds of marine debris. The cold and rainy weather did not hinder the volunteers from removing 
trash including a tractor tire, television, old Christmas wreath with wire wrapped around it, 11 plastic bags, 77 cans, 67 
plastic bottles, a camping stove, a battery box, and more.  
 
Clean Ocean Access Environmental Science Intern, Emma Gettman, reflected “I personally was amazed by the amount of 
trash that seemed to be dumped at this site.” This is the third stewardship event Clean Ocean Access has held at Melville 
Park including two major cleanups and an environmental stewardship day led by Amica Car Insurance volunteers. 
Volunteers have not only worked diligently to clean the trails and parking lots, but also have worked to paint the shed, fix 
benches, maintain vegetation and more. We look forward to continuing stewardship efforts at Melville Park into 2019. Just 
between the two major cleanups Clean Ocean Access has hosted at Melville Park in 2018, 47 volunteers have removed a 
total of 996 pounds of marine debris from this location.  
 
 



 

 

P
ag

e4
0

5
 

NOVEMBER 11, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Weaver Cove 

Date:   November 11, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  347 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.7 Miles 

Attendance:  30 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

    

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup Weaver Cove in Portsmouth on Saturday, November 11, 2018. 30 
volunteers bundled up for the cold and removed an impressive 347 pounds of marine debris from the coastline at Weaver 
Cove. This is the second major cleanup Clean Ocean Access hosted at Weaver Cove in 2018 removing a total of 497 pounds 
of marine debris. Clean Ocean Access has been cleaning Weaver Cove since 2014, removing a total of 5,746 pounds of 
marine debris from this location since 2014 with the help of 224 volunteers. Among the 347 pounds of marine debris 
removed at this cleanup were 59 plastic bags, 76 plastic bottles, 66 glass bottles, 126 food wrappers, 28 straws, a vacuum 
cleaner, 6 propane tanks, and more. 
 
This cleanup was led by Clean Ocean Access Executive Director, Dave McLaughlin, who has attended almost every cleanup 
at this location since 2014, noted that “it was encouraging to see the parking area relatively clean but discouraging to find a 
vacuum cleaner. We have cleaned here a bunch of times, I now have a real sense of pride for our efforts and a renewed 
sense of purpose to make more progress to eradicate litter and improve ecosystem health.” Austin, a volunteer who 
attended the cleanup with his friend Breanna, stated “We’re both naval officers and she is just so passionate about the 
ocean so I wanted to come our here with her today because I’m passionate too; but we just want to make the world a little 
bit of a better place”. Clean Ocean Access is excited to continue stewardship efforts at Weaver Cove in Portsmouth into 
2019.  
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NOVEMBER 28, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Purgatory Chasm 

Date:   November 28, 2018 

Duration:  60 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  82 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  7 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – KVH— Clean-Up 2 of 2 
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. KVH adopted Purgatory Chasm in Middletown as their cleanup site on January 31st, 2017 
as part of the COA Partner Cleanup program. On November 28, 2018, KVH volunteers cleaned Purgatory Chasm in 
Middletown for the second time this year.  

Among the impressive 82 pounds of marine debris that volunteers removed at this cleanup, were 104 glass bottles, 82 cans, 
51 plastic bottles, 30 food wrappers, 37 cigarette butts, and more. We are excited for KVH to continue their stewardship 
efforts and bring awareness to the types of litter that are ending up on our coastline at our public access points.  
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DECEMBER 1, 2018 

City/Town:  Jamestown 

Location:  Hull Cove 

Date:   December 1, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  150 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 2 Miles 

Attendance:  48 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

        

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) hosted a beach cleanup Hull Cove in Jamestown on Saturday, December 1, 2018. 48 volunteers 
arrived on this beautiful sunny day and spread out to Hull Cove, Mackeral Cove, and Beaver Tail to clean Hull Cove and the 
surrounding areas, removing 150 pounds of marine debris. Clean Ocean Access has been hosting cleanups at Hull Cove 
since December 2nd, 2006. This cleanup was the 13th cleanup COA has hosted at Hull Cove, removing a total of 11,231 
pounds of marine debris to date. This is the smallest pounds of debris that have been removed from this location, hope that 
marine debris is becoming less of an issue at this location.  
 
The volunteers removed 40 plastic bags, 60 plastic bottles, 22 glass bottles, 119 caps and lids, 93 food wrappers/containers, 
13 gun shells, 44 straws, 7 lobster traps, 77 pieces of fishing line, 113 pieces of rope, 8 balloons, and more at this cleanup. 
One volunteer, Jon Burr, was surprised to find an enormous amount of Cumberland Farms cups at Beaver Tail. Volunteers 
from North Kingstown High School, the Navy Supply Corps School, Salve Regina University, and more were all in attendance. 
Returning volunteer Donald Pfeiffer, took advantage of the sunny weather and used the cleanup as a chance to get outside. 
“It’s a nice day and it’s good exercise.’ Said Pfeiffer. “I like to do my small part to clean up our beaches.”  
 
“I am super passionate about the ocean,” said Britt Christopher, a student at Salve Regina University. “I’m doing a social 
justice paper on plastic pollution, so that inspired me to come out here today for the cleanup.” 
 
COA is excited to continue cleaning up Hull Cove and the surrounding areas in the years to come.  
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DECEMBER 8, 2018 

City/Town:  Portsmouth 

Location:  Gull Cove 

Date:   December 8, 2018 

Duration:  120 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  145 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 1 Mile 

Attendance:  24 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

   

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) held its last beach cleanup of the year at Gull Cove in Portsmouth on Saturday, December 8, 
2018. Volunteers and community members participated in the cleanup, removing 145 pounds of marine debris from the 
shoreline. The 24 volunteers included students from North Kingstown High School, Navy Supply Corps School, and 
Middletown High School. Among the 145 pounds of marine debris collected, were more than 40 plastic bags, 35 plastic 
bottles, 18 food wrappers, 5 pieces of fishing line, a beach chair, hub cap, and more.  
 
Clean Ocean Access has been hosting beach cleanups at Gull Cove since November of 2014. Hosting a total of 11 cleanups 
at this location, COA volunteers have removed 10, 369 pounds of marine debris from Gull Cove.  
 
“I feel very environmentally conscious. I’m here with my grandson, Kai, and I wanted to make sure he understands and 
appreciates what we have.” Says Ellen Chilabato, who’s been a resident of Portsmouth for 40 years. Another volunteer, 
Liberty Detty from the Navy Supply Corps School, said “It feels really good to make beautiful places like this a little more 
beautiful for the people that come after us.” 
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DECEMBER 8, 2018 

City/Town:  Middletown 

Location:  Kingfisher ROW – Pebble Beach 

Date:   December 8, 2018 

Duration:  90 Minutes 

Trash Removed:  40 Pounds 

Coastline Covered: 0.5 Miles 

Attendance:  6 People 

PICTURES OF EVENT: 

 

SUMMARY OF EVENT: 

COA Participating Group – Neighbors — Clean-Up 9 of 9  
 

Clean Ocean Access (COA) collaborates with local corporations and businesses to set up cleanups on numerous different 
access points on Aquidneck Island. This is the 9th and final cleanup Neighbors has led at Pebble Beach in the year of 2018. 
Volunteers at this cleanup were shocked by the amount of recyclables they found and made the extra effort to separate 
and recycle them.  

At this cold cleanup, 6 volunteers worked hard to remove 40 pounds of marine debris including 30 plastic bottles, 33 cans, 
12 glass bottles, 42 food wrappers/containers, 8 pieces of fishing line, 1 sail and more. After weighing the trash, the 
volunteers were shocked and disappointed that 25 pounds was recyclables while only 15 pounds was garbage. We look 
forward to continuing this great effort with Neighbors in 2019.  
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