
 
Let’s work together for cleaner water on island 
 

We are hearing a lot about regional partnerships and how hard it is to get our communities to find 

common ground. On Tuesday, July 15, a group of Aquidneck Islanders gathered at a forum to hear about 

the difficulty of managing stormwater on the island. What they heard was surprising to many: cooperation 

is breaking out all over and positive things are happening.  

 

The forum, co-sponsored by Save The Bay and the Green Infrastructure Coalition, showed just how 

important and difficult managing the abundance of water on the Island can be. Citizens of Portsmouth 

have learned that there is no easy path to preserve the quality of water that makes Island Park so unique. 

Middletown has committed to innovative and costly management of stormwater to restore drinking water 

and beaches. Newport is grappling with multiple challenges faced by most coastal cities: storm surges, 

flooding and overtaxed stormwater systems on top of a requirement to minimize discharge of pollutants.  

 

Each community revealed unique problems and uncertain solutions; Gary Crosby, town planner of 

Portsmouth, described them as predicaments because they require us to manage our response rather than 

seek a hard solution. This is the nature of water, it does not submit easily to management.  

 

In the midst of despair, hope broke out. Jane Howington, the departing Newport city manager, observed 

that working together as communities was a rational response despite the political challenges, because the 

water doesn’t know which town it is in. Clean Ocean Access, the Aquidneck Land Trust and Save The 

Bay all described wide-ranging efforts by non-profits to engage citizens, children, landowners and 

communities in novel partnerships to support and preserve clean water for all. These groups are focused 

on taking action, educating all of us and getting everyone involved.  

 

As Elizabeth Scott, deputy chief of Office of Water Resources for the state Department of Environmental 

Management noted, our efforts have begun to make a difference in cleaner water and better capacity for 

responding to storms. At Clean Ocean Access, we believe that we share common bonds on the island: our 

love for the ocean, clean water and the opportunity to enjoy them now and in the future.  

 

We invite the citizens of Aquidneck Island to join together and respond to our abundance of water not as 

a disaster, but as an opportunity to respond. There are many things that we can do as a response, at home, 

as communities, as an island, but they work better when we do them together. Join us and the other 

groups working for the future of Aquidneck Island. You can contact us at 

drew.carey@cleanoceanaccess.org or visit our website, www.cleanoceanaccess.org 

 

Drew A. Carey, Newport, president of the board of Clean Ocean Access  
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