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Our Position 
 

 
 

During the time period of July 17th to July 20th there are at least three (3) proposed shark 

tournaments in the waters south of Rhode Island. In addition to the catch and release 

activities, these events will likely result in a lot of shark kills.  Clean Ocean Access (COA) 

endorses the importance of preserving and restoring the marine ecosystem including 

apex predator populations. Catch and release of critical apex predators for entertainment 

IS NOT sufficient justification to support these kinds of events: 

 

 Block Island (http://www.blockislandgiantshark.com/) 

 New Bedford (http://www.sharksfundfishing.com/) 

 Newport (http://www.bbgfc.com/) 

 

COA supports sustainable commercial and recreational use of our coastal waters but 

does not want to promote increasing the number of sharks killed. Worldwide, shark 

populations are declining with estimates of 60 – 273 million sharks killed per year1. Like 

large predators on land, sharks affect all species below them by keeping populations and 

the food web in balance. Sharks are an essential player in the ocean ecosystem. “The 

                                                           
1 http://phys.org/news/2013-03-fishing-significant-shark-population-declines.html 
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key message is sustainability. Because of the role sharks play in the sustainability of 

marine ecosystems, protective measures must be scaled up significantly to avoid further 

depletion and possible extinction of some of the world’s top predators”2. 

 

We encourage shifting efforts to host an annual Symposium on Apex Predators in 

partnership with local/state/federal agencies, non-profit organizations and research and 

academic institutions.  Part of the annual event will focus on youth development, 

environmental education and awareness and further illustrates the State of Rhode Island 

leading the way into the changing times of the 21st century. 

 

An annual Symposium and related activities could become our sustainable tourism goal 

and it promotes the concept that living healthy lives and connecting with nature is a key 

part of economic security.  Whether it is Narragansett Bay, Buzzards Bay, Aquidneck 

Island, Block Island or Long Island the time is NOW to stop killing sharks and allow them 

to roam free as part of the spiritual connection of man and ocean and playing their ever-

important role in the ocean.   

 

Ocean Conservancy post by Jayni Rasmussen stated, “The truth is it doesn’t matter if the 

context is environmental or economic; the world just can’t afford to lose 100 million sharks 

a year. It’s time to make a good investment: saving sharks3.” 

 

Clean Ocean Access Executive Director Dave McLaughlin stated, “We live coastal 

inspired lives, it is our responsibility to take good care of the marine life and the ocean 

itself so that future generations can continue to enjoy ocean activities.” 

                                                           
2 https://news.fiu.edu/2013/03/100millionsharks/52935 
3 http://blog.oceanconservancy.org/2014/03/14/the-real-life-shark-tank-why-saving-sharks-is-a-good-investment/ 
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