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OVERVIEW of Seaweed Nutrient Analysis Program(SNAP): 

The problem of excessive Seaweed (Marco-algae) at the beaches of Aquidneck 

Island begs these questions: “What is going on in this ecosystem?”   “Is there 

something driving the growth of these ever prominent macro-algae?” “Is there 

something we can do to help mitigate this potential over-growth and improve the 

overall quality of these beaches and everyone’s beach experience?” 

Starting this Saturday January 4, 2014 Clean Ocean Access will kick off a new 

program to starting gathering date to aid in asking and answering these questions.  

The program will run every Saturday with in a 4 hour window around the low tide. 
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Overview of Program: 

Clean Ocean Access is in process of adopting eleven public right of ways along the 

Newport and Middletown ocean shoreline.  The “adopt-an-access-program” 

provided by the Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) strives to preserve 

and promote the safe and unobstructed use by the public of the CRMC designated 

rights of ways to the shoreline.  The group will perform the following functions at 

each of the Public Right of Way (PROW): 

 

 Observations two times per month 

 Coastal cleanups two times per year 

 Quarterly reports four times per year 

 Communication with Town as required 

 

Since 2006 Clean Ocean Access in partnership with the Town of Middletown, City 

of Newport, Coastal Resource Management Council and Rhode Island Department 

of Health and Department of Environmental Management have made significant 

progress working towards permanent clean water, improving ocean health and 

protecting, preserving and maintaining public access.  We are eager and confident 

to increase our stewardship working to take make sure our coastline remains a 

natural treasure and is safe and accessible for the public for years to come. 

 

The Public Access program, roles and responsibilities are explained in more detail 

in the coming pages. The program design, as well as COA programs, is to create 

sustainable activities that individuals can perform such their effort is fun, easy and 

impactful. 
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Observations two times per month: 

 

Two times per month the volunteer responsible for the access point as shown below will perform 

a site survey and complete the observation sheet. Each location has unique characteristics and 

conditions, the volunteer is encouraged to adjust the observation sheet so that it has the best 

design for capturing all necessary information for monitoring the access point. Our goal is to 

make sure to protect and preserve the access point so that it is safe and accessible for future 

generations. 

   
 

The information flow for the process is as described in the following diagram: 

 



                                                                                        

3 
 

Coastal cleanups two times per year: 

Two times per year Clean Ocean Access performs coastal cleanups at Easton’s 

Beach (1st Beach) in Newport and at Sachuest Beach (2nd Beach) in Middletown. As 

part of this cleanup activity, the Public Access Volunteer and Public Access Program 

leader should coordinate with the Coastal Cleanup team to make sure at least one 

person goes to each PROW and performs a cleanup (with pictures).  In general, 

excessive trash at any PROW at ANY time of the year is an issue and that should be 

communicated to the Program Leader as part of the normal process. 
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Quarterly reports four times per year: 

 

At the end of every quarter the Volunteers should submit the completed 

observation sheets to the Program Leader. This would also include all 

correspondence related to all issues that surfaced during this time period. 

 

The program leader (or a volunteer) will create the quarterly report for each access 

point and this will be filed on the website and also submitted as communications 

to the City of Newport and Town of Middletown and Coastal Resource 

Management Council. The quarterly report is not an actionable document, it 

represents a summary of the events from the previous time period. 
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Communication with Officials as required: 

 

During the monthly activities the program leader (and Director, Board of Directors) 

will communicate with the Officials as required to address any & all issues. It is very 

important to point out that the Volunteer performing the observations is NOT 

responsible for working with the Officials. This is the crux of the program in that 

the individual activities are loosely coupled. The program leader will provide an 

update back to the Volunteer on the action plan and the Volunteer will continue to 

perform the normal observations. 
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Appendix: 

This section of the document is incomplete and will be finished in the coming 
months. For now it has some pictures and text. 

 
West End Purgatory Road(Y-9) 
 
This right of way is adjacent to Middletown Public Dunlap Wheeler Park and the Atlantic Beach Club. 
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North West Esplanade(Y-8) 

 
This access point is at the North of the Esplanade by the former 36 inch diameter drain pipe. CRMC right 
of way signage already exist and the adopt-an-access-program would result in the installation of a small 8 
inch by 8 inch Clean Ocean Access sign along with the CRMC signage. No changes would be made to the 
right of way. 
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South East Esplanade (Y-5) 
 
This access point is at the South of the Esplanade in the location where the outflow diffuser pipe was 
installed for improving water quality on the shoreline. CRMC right of way signage already exist and the 
adopt-an-access-program would result in the installation of a small 8 inch by 8 inch Clean Ocean Access 
sign along with the CRMC signage. No changes would be made to the right of way. 
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Shore Drive(Y-3) 
 
This access point is located on shore drive adjacent to large vertical cement walls. CRMC right of way 
signage already exist and the adopt-an-access-program would result in the installation of a small 8 inch 
by 8 inch Clean Ocean Access sign along with the CRMC signage. An initial cleanup of the vegetation and 
some of the ground would be performed in partnership with the Town of Middletown so that the access 
way is more accessible for the public. No further changes would be made to the right of way. 
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Shore Drive-Lot 107(Y-10) 

 
This access point is located on shore drive adjacent to lot #107. CRMC right of way signage already exist 
and the adopt-an-access-program would result in the installation of a small 8 inch by 8 inch Clean Ocean 
Access sign along with the CRMC signage. No further changes would be made to the right of way. 
 

 

 

 


